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Festival appeal
as event costs

rise threefold

By Alys Wainwright

Hospice

This year’s East Finchley Festival will return to Cherry
Tree Wood on Sunday 21 June and organisers are appeal-
ing to local businesses and organisations for sponsorship

after the event was hit with a large increase in costs.

The not-for-profit community
festival has always been free
to attend and attracts thousands
of visitors each year. However,
after Barnet Council revised
its rates, it faces a threefold
increase in site hire fees, which
i1s a substantial hike for the
volunteer organisers to meet.

Unlike other large commu-
nity festivals across London,
East Finchley Festival is com-
pletely self-funded and doesn’t
receive any financial support
from the local authority. Selling
raffle tickets and vendor pitches
helps but business sponsorship
is crucial to fully cover running
costs.

Besides park hire, the bill
also includes the hire of stag-
ing, marquees, sound teams,
security, toilets, bins and skips,
licences and insurance, all of
which runs into tens of thou-
sands of pounds.

A spokesperson for East
Finchley Festival CIC said:
“We’re proud to keep the
festival free and accessible for
everyone, but costs are rising
year on year. “We’re thrilled to
have already secured sponsor-
ship from UOE, The Learning
Experience and eXp Personal
Estate Agents Leigh Brown

and Amanda Walker, but we
need more support to help
ensure the festival can continue
to thrive.”

Local businesses and organi-
sations interested in sponsoring
the festival can find out more
about the promotional benefits

Sing out: Coldfall Community
Choir at last year's festival.
Photo Tetiana Shedko

they will receive in return
at eastfinchleyfestival.org/
sponsorship

East Finchley Festival has
taken place annually in Cherry
Tree Wood for over 50 years,
attracting huge crowds with its
programme of live music, com-
munity and craft stalls, food,
drink and family activities.

Applications for performers
and stalls for this year’s event
will open this month. Visit the
festival website at eastfinchley-
festival.org for details.

Walking boots: Friends gt ready to sez oﬁ‘ on the Big Fur-'z Walk. Photo North London Hoprce B

Best feet forward for Bi

The annual Big Fun Walk set-
ting off from East Finchley in
aid of North London Hospice
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reaches its 30th anniversary this
year and the charity is celebrat-
ing with discounted prices and
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aspecial theme for walkers. For
the full story, turn to Page 4.

STEWART-DUNCAN

Ophthalmic Opticians

Seeing beyond

Give your child a
better outlook on life
ZEISS MyoCare lenses

Slowing down myopia in children

A myopia management portfolio tailored to meet your
child’s individual needs. With full UV protection as standard.

Book your consultation by contacting us on:
020 8883 2020
info@stewartduncan.com

Stewart Duncan, 126 High Road London N2 9ED

Ask Joy

Here at The Archer, we
have introduced an advice
column to give help and
support.

Joy is a trained counsellor and
an East Finchley resident, and
she can help you tackle issues
that matter to you. Every prob-
lem is answered personally by
Joy and any that go into print

are fully anonymised so privacy
is guaranteed.

Email Joy
askjoyatthearcher@gmail.
com and turn to P11 for this
month’s problem.

AMANDA WALKER
exp

Trusted local estate
agent with years of
experience. Give me

a call - I'd be happy
to see how | can help.

Independent
Estate Agent

- Sales - Lettings
- Property managemet

amanda.walker@exp.uk.com

07817 598309

amandawalker.exp.uk.com
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Volunteers wanted

Compiled by Lynn Winton

The Together Project is looking for a Group Welcomer to sup-
port its Songs & Smiles session at Spring Lane Care Home on Fortis
Green, Muswell Hill. The group runs on Mondays at 11am, bringing
young children and older residents together through music and play.
The Welcomer helps greet families, support the session leader, and
create a warm, friendly atmosphere. If you’re interested, email songs@
thetogetherproject.org.uk

Age UK Barnet needs volunteers to help in its Tuesday or Thurs-
day day clubs in East Finchley which are for people living with mild
to moderate dementia. By chatting to people, helping with activities
and serving lunch and refreshments, you will help to make the club a
warm, welcoming and stimulating environment for members. To find
out more, contact Lisa on lisa.robbins@ageukbarnet.org.uk or call
020 8432 1422,

The 224 North London Scouts group is looking for adults to help
its Beavers (aged six to eight) and Cubs (eight to ten) have fun, learn
new skills and go on adventures. From games and crafts to cooking,
outdoor activities, and trips, no two weeks are the same! You don’t need
experience, just enthusiasm and a willingness to join in. Whether it’s a
weekly commitment, occasional help, or support behind the scenes,
you’ll make a real difference and be part of a friendly team. Get in touch
today to find out more. Email del@224northlondonscouts.org.uk

Finchley Foodbank is looking for a new kind of volunteer to help
people with all things digital eg searching the internet, sending emails,
booking appointments. You will signpost people to help with the cost
of living, employment, housing etc. You will need to be available for
foodbank sessions on Tuesdays and/or Saturdays 11.30am-2pm twice
amonth. Tofind out more about becoming a digital champion volunteer,
email: finchleyfoodbank@gmail.com

Nursery refused extension on
development site premises

By David Melsome

A group of almost 70 parents of children at the Monkey Puzzle Nursery in East Finchley
say they are “incredibly disappointed” at Barnet Council’s decision not to allow the
pre-school to stay at its current home to see out the summer term.

The nursery had taken the
decision to move out of Park
House, opposite East Finchley
tube station, to premises fur-
ther up the High Road near
Creighton Avenue to avoid the
potential disturbance of con-
struction work on the proposed
Cherry Tree Quarter housing
development.

This would have demolished
Park House and given the nurs-
ery anew home on the site while
75 homes were built around it.
As we reported in December,
that work has now been put
on hold while the developers
reconsider their plans in the
wake of a public consultation.
However, by then the Monkey
Puzzle’s move was locked in
for the end of May.

A group of 68 parents peti-
tioned Barnet Council to grant
the nursery an unpaid extension
to its lease on Park House so
that pre-schoolers could stay
wherethey were until Septem-
ber, to limit upheaval for all
families involved. They were
told last month that this request
had been turned down.

Parent Ella Doltis said: “We
are incredibly disappointed in
the lack of support from the
Council for our children. This
means that a large number of
children will be disrupted just

before they move to school.
The site is likely to sit empty
until it’s developed and Barnet
Council may even have to pay
for a Guardian to occupy the
space. “The decision has been
made by the council and now the
nursery and parents are focus-
ing on making the transition as
smooth and positive as possible
for the children. Ultimately us
parents support the nursery as
they need to make a decision for
the business and the children.”

In response to their con-
cerns, Barnet Council saidithad
offered Monkey Puzzle an
effective rent freeze for a new
lease term starting in March
2026 but ultimately the deci-
siontorelocate was taken by the

nursery’s owner Paula Murphy.
“While we respect Ms Mur-
phy’s right to make
commercial decisions in the
best interests of her busi-
ness, Barnet Council was not
informed of the intention to
relocate until after lease

terms for alternative premises
had been legally completed,”
the Council told parents.

Barnet Council said Places
for Barnet, the developers
of Cherry Tree Quarter, had
decided to take time to re-con-
sider the proposals for the site.
Designwork s still progressing,
in consultation with the Local
Planning Authority, and revised
proposals were expected to be
put forward in due course.

Get results! advertise in

Your unique access to
nearly 10,000 homes
and businesses in
East Finchley

Generous rates for a
range of sizes

Archer

For more details check

www.the-archer.co.uk/ads_index.php
or e-mail advertising@the-archer.co.uk

If you’d like your organisation to be included in this column please
email news@the-archer.co.uk s

Barnet
136 High Road, N2

Change of use of the property
from a single family dwelling
(Class C3) to a five-bed House
in Multiple Occupation (HMO)
(Class C4) Associated refuse/
recycling and cycle storage. Ref.
No: 25/5167/FUL

Land rear of 136 High Road, N2,

Erection of a detached two-storey
dwellinghouse with associated
amenity space, refuse and cycle
storage. Ref. No: 26/0113/FUL

9 Brighton Road, N2

Roof extension involving rear
dormer window and solar panels
on the flat roof and two front-
facing roof lights. Ref. No:
26/0072/HSE

Fairacres, 164 East End Road,
N2

Submission of details of condi-

tion 18 (Arboricultural Method

Statement) pursuant to planning

permission 24/1113/FUL dated

%%/01/2025. Ref. No: 26/0036/
N

1 Summerlee Gardens, N2

Single-storey side return exten-
sion. Roof extensioninvolving hip
to gable with rear dormer windows

with three front-facing roof lights.
Ref. No: 26/0028/HSE

32 Kitchener Road, N2

Single-storey rear extension with
one flat roof light and alterations
to the existing patio area. Ref. No:
26/0006/FUL

24 Cherry Tree Road,N2
Single-storey side/rear extension.

Formation of rear basement level
with two sky lights. New fencing
and privacy screening. Ref. No:
25/5204/HSE

118A High Road, N2

Submission of details of condition
4 (Demolition, Construction Man-
agement and Logistics Plan) 8
(Cycle Parking/Storage) 9 (Enclo-
sures) pursuantto planning appeal
APP/N5090/W/25/3367137
dated 22/08/2025 planning ref
25/1546/FUL. Ref. No: 26/0129/
CON

MercianLodge, Ephgrave Lodge
and Witcomb Lodge, 68
Lankaster Gardens,N3

External wall remediation.Installa-
tion of vertical cavity barriers and

replacement of EPS insulation.
Ref. No: 25/5122/192

Land at Central Avenue (adja-
cent to Willow House), The
Grange Estate, High Road, N2

Non material amendment to
planning permission 22/3539/
FUL dated 12/07/2022 for ‘Devel-
opment of the site to provide 8
affordable homes (Class C3)
in a 3 storey building, together
with associated public realm,
landscaping and playspace
improvements, and carand cycle
parking (Subject to Unilateral
Undertaking, dated: 21/12/22)’.
Amendments include changes to
the bin store location, updated
play area provision and required

PLANNING APPLICATION

electric vehicle charing points.
Ref. No: 25/5083/NMA

Haringey
36 Fortis Green Avenue, N2

Single-storey rear extension and
internal alterations at ground,
firstand second-floor levels. Ref:
IN/2026/0031

10 Ringwood Avenue, N2

Single-storey rear extension to
a two-storey house. The work
excludes any gas work subject
to the Gas Safety (Installation
and Use) Regulations 1998 and
electrical work notifiable under
the Building Regulation 12(6A).
Ref: RV/2025/3050
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Family plea after shock diagnosis

By John Lawrence

Life turned upside down for former Archer Academy pupil Alex Warwick when he suddenly fell ill while talking to friends. It turned out to be
a serious and dangerous brain tumour which typically carries a prognosis of 12-18 months, even with current treatments.

DN WA Never

Inspiration to others: Alex, second right, with Archer Academy headteacher Lucy Harrison, third right, and
fellow former pupils on his recent visit back to the school

The shock diagnosis came as
the 23-year-old was studying
medicine at the University of
Liverpool.

Now his family and friends
in East Finchley and around
the country are urgently try-
ing to raise the funds required
to send him for cutting-edge
treatment in Germany to give
the best chance of beating his
glioblastoma. It was in May
last year when it became clear
something was wrong. A friend
whom Alex was speaking to
over FaceTime noticed prob-
lems with his speech.

His condition declined rapidly
and his housemates took him to
the Royal Liverpool Hospital.

Initially thought to be a
stroke, doctors discovered the
very rare high-grade tumour
and sent him for emergency
surgery as his parents Indiraand
Ian drove up to be by his side.
He has since responded well to
NHS treatment but his medical
team says that therapy to acti-
vate his body’s own immune
defences against the tumour has
potentially promising results.
The cost for multiple rounds of

treatment, travel to Germany
and insurance has been set at
£200,000. His family know
this is a huge goal to achieve
and say they will be grateful
for any help they receive.

They say: “Alex is the best
of all of us. He is the kindest,
funniest son, brother, boy-
friend, friend and grandson,
who always has time for other
people and brings endless joy
to all of us. Despite receiving
this diagnosis so young and at
the beginning of his adult life,
he has faced it with his

Bus time changes

The 603 bus service from Muswell Hill to Swiss Cottage
through East Finchley now has timings that campaigners
say are better suited to students, teachers, school staff

and commuters.

The previous 3.30pm departure
from Muswell Hill now departs
at4pm and the previous 4.20pm
departure from Swiss Cottage
now departs at Spm.

Campaign group 603 Watch
said: “These changes will allow
many more students to use the
school bus for their journey
home, improving safety and
accessibility, particularly dur-
ing the shorter, darker winter
days, whenalternative journeys
along this route can feel very
onerous.”

The decision to adjust the
schedule, rather than introduce
an additional bus, was made by
Transport for London following

their own survey. Some parents
have said they relied on the
previous timings and 603 Watch
said itwould continue its efforts
to expand the service.

Shock: Alex’s life has been tumed upside down by his diagnosis

characteristic strength, humour
and optimism. He is halfway
through medical school and
determined to return to continue
his studies in September2026.”
Friends in East Finchley
say Alex loved his time at the
Archer Academy and is still
very close to many of his class-
mates. He made time to return
to the school in January to give
advice to prospective medical
students following in his foot-
steps. One of'the original cohort
of pupils who joined when the
academy opened in 2013, Alex
went on to be Deputy Head
Boy and represented the school
in cross country, athletics and
contemporary dance at the

Barnet Music Festival. He also
did work experience at East
Finchley Smiles dentist as a
receptionist.

If you can donate even a
small amount to help Alex and
his family reach their fund-
raising goal to send him for
treatment, visit https:/www.
justgiving.com/page/alex-
warwick-2025 or use the QR
code in this article.
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Sarah King Psychotherapy

A safe, non-judgemental, confidential space to explore the
thoughts, feelings and challenges in your life

Contact me to arrange a free 15-minute telephone consultation

© info@sarahkingpsychotherapy.co.uk

sarahkingpsychotherapy.co.uk




