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Family salon
fights against
54% rent rise

By Lynn Winton

Along-standing family business in East Finchley is facing
anuncertain future after new landlords demanded arent
increase of 54%. Alban Trugu and his wife Eriona, who
run The Retreat Hair and Beauty on Fortis Green, have
launched an appeal to help them save their livelihood.
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Hairdresser Alban and
beauty therapist Eriona have
run the salon for 21 years after
taking over the premises from
Roger Brown, who opened the
original salon Roger of Finchley
in the 1980s. They live in the
heart of N2 and have broughtup
their three sons here, now stu-
dents at The Archer Academy.
When Roger, now 85, decided
to sell the freehold of the build-
ing to raise funds to enhance
his senior years, Alban put in
an offer. However, Roger was
advised to sell to a third party.

Rent review
Shortly after taking owner-
ship, the new landlords, who
are also N2 residents, carried
out a rent review, resulting in
Albanand Eriona’srent soaring
by 54%. The couple say this is
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Appeal for help: Eriona and Alban Trugu in the salon they have run
for 21 years

impossible for them to afford.
Alban told The Archer: “My
wifeand I already work six days
a week, and if I just accepted
thisnew rentdemand [ honestly
cannot survive.

I find myself fighting for
the future of my family.”
Alban hasinstructed a chartered

surveyor to represent him, ¢

but the dispute has already
lasted a year and it is looking
likely that it will have to go to
arbitration, which he has been
advised could cost as much as
£20,000, including a £5,000
arbitration fee.

Alban said he has no choice
but to fight the rent increase if
he wants to keep his business
alive, and believes there is a
larger principle at stake.

Continued on page 6

lifts for
Britain

Weightlifter Emma White-
man came away from a

world championship con-
test with two surprise wins.

Find out how on page 4
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Are You a Qualified Lawyer
Looking to Move Jobs?
or an owner of a Law Firm looking to hire?

v We specialise in moving senior lawyers
(Partners, Of Counsel, Legal Directors) within Private Practice
v Trusted by some of the largest and most prestigious law firms in the UK
v Support with job searches, hiring
« Our expert recruiters deliver with discretion, precision, and speed

Get in touch on 0203 930 1003
info@segalplacements.com

Tell us the news

Have you got a news story or
an interesting photo for us?
Tell us what is going on in East
Finchley by emailing news@
the-archer.co.uk orleave ames-
sage on our free phone line 0800
612 0748. Thank you.
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2  DID YOU KNOW?

AIED.  YOU ARE GOING TO BE HAPPY
/) WITH YOUR NEW VARIFOCALS

%"’@ OR YOUR MONEY BACK.

‘E_, AS SIMPLE AS THAT

IF YOU TRIED THE REST NOW TRY
CERTIFIED VARILUX SPECIALISTS

STEWART-DUNCAN OPTICIANS
126 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED
020 8883-2020
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 Visit us online at www.the-archer.co.uk or Facebook/X/Instagram: @TheArcherN2
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