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Osteopathy Clinic

For consultations and appointments:

Telephone: 020 8815 9433

Nicky Sharp

 
 
 
London N2 8AU

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture 

All Major Insurers Accepted 

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk 260 East End Road

Business services:  

Bookkeeping & Accounting 

Business planning 

Business start-up 

Company Secretarial 

Corporate tax planning 

eCommerce & Payment Solutions 

Payroll 

Service Charge Accounting 

VAT 

Personal tax planning 

Self assessment 

 

 

Building profits 

Charities 

Owner directors 

Retail 

Sole traders 

Why choose us? 

By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we 

retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as win many new 

ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor 

advisors and auditors to provide clients additional services where there is a 

need.   

Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way 

forward, with no obligation.  

Tel: 0203 151 0750 or email: info@AlmarBSL.co.uk .  

Visit our newly improved website with useful and topical information: 

www.AlmarBSL.co.uk  

Almar Business Solutions Limited is a registered company in England and Wales (registered 

number 04541322), holder of ACCA Practising Certificate with Association of Chartered 

Certified Accountants and has Professional Indemnity Cover for its business activities. 
 

Personal services: 

Specialist sectors:  

 
 
 
 
 

Human Resource Solutions Plus 
 

He lp ing  you to  manage,  t r a in   
and  deve lop  your  emp loyees  
a t  a  commerc ia l ly  sens ib le  cos t .  
 

www.hrsp .net  
R i c h a r d  P e l l : i n f o @ h r s p . n e t  ••••  P O  B o x  2 7 0 1 3 ,  L o n d o n ,  N 2  0 W X  
 

Think Smart Life Smart

Handyman Services

Electrical Repair

Energy Saving

Disco Lighting & Audio Visual

SMS: +44 (0) 7796278948
WhatsApp: +852 69792639

http://www.asmartentertainment.com
http://www.yuye-engineering.com

Affordable Prices Free Consultation

24 x 7 x 365East Finchley, N2 Londonservice@asmartlighting.com

What do you think 
of the library so far?
By Daphne Chamberlain
East Finchley Library reopened in late August follow-
ing more than three months of construction work and 
reorganisation inside the grade 2 listed building as part 
of Barnet Council’s changes to the library service across 
the borough.

What do you feel about the re-opened library? Email us at 
the-archer@lineone.net or write to The Archer, PO Box 3699, 
London N2 2DE. Here are some of the reactions we’ve had so far: 

Quality of library 
service in Barnet could 
be investigated
By Daphne Chamberlain
Are you satisfied with Barnet’s restructured library system? If not, you have the oppor-
tunity to help launch an official investigation into the changes made in the last year.

The Department for Digi-
tal, Culture, Media and Sport 
is looking at whether Barnet 
Council is carrying out its duty 
to deliver ‘a comprehensive and 
efficient library service’ under 
the Public Libraries and Muse-
ums Act of 1964. The DCMS 
has the power to overturn the 
changes.

Formal investigation
This follows a written 

request by local campaigners 
Emily Burnham and Robert 
Strong on behalf of Save Barnet 
Libraries. Such requests are not 
always granted, but the DCMS 
is looking into this one. After 
considering all evidence, the 
department can decide to go 
ahead with a formal investiga-
tion. 

It has already looked at 

Barnet’s reasons for making the 
changes, and members of the 
public have been quick to offer 
their opinions. A decision to 
carry out an investigation could 
come at any time, followed by a 
four-week appeal period.

Users’ views sought
Emily Burnham told The 

Archer: “East Finchley library 
feels like a ghost of what it 
was without its librarians and 
without many of its regular 
users, young and old. Teenag-
ers are visibly shocked when 
told by council staff that they 
will be unable to use the library 
independently most of the time. 
Meanwhile, the full-time pres-
ence of a security guard suggests 
the council doubts the viability 
of its own plans. Horrifically, 
costs are spiralling while the 

service is being destroyed, 
albeit with new floor polish.

“We are pleased that the 
Minister for Culture Karen 
Bradley has recognised that our 
complaint raised sufficiently 
serious issues so as to require 
further investigation. To sup-
port this process, we are asking 
library users here and across 
the borough to tell us about 
the impact of the changes on 
them and their families. This 
will be crucial to ensure that 
the Minister uses her statutory 
power to intervene and restore 
a proper library service to the 
borough.”

Save Barnet Libraries wants 
to hear from individuals, fami-
lies, community groups and 
special interest groups. Visit 
www.savebarnetlibraries.org 
for more information.

Opening hours
We have been told all along that the library would be open in 

its self-service form until 10pm but the closing time is currently 
5pm, except on Wednesdays when it is 8pm. The Archer asked 
Barnet Council the reason for this. A spokesperson said that we 
were currently in transition, while library users become familiar 
with how the self-service facility works. A temporary “here to 
help” team would be present for the first few weeks. Once people 
become comfortable with how self-service works, the opening 
hours would be extended. Barnet did not say what the eventual 
closing time would be.

PIN number and library card entry
We have heard of one person who has found this did not work. 

Has anyone else had the same problem?

Rock enrol
The Amateur Geological 
Society is a friendly society 
based in north London 
on the look-out for new 
members, professional and 
amateur geologists, young 
and old alike.  It meets on 
the second Tuesday of every 
month in Finchley Baptist 
Church, 5 East End Road, 
N3 at 7.30pm. 

A guest speaker is invited to 
give an illustrated talk. Recent 
subjects have ranged from 
“Essex Geology” and “Darwin 
as a Geologist” to “One Million 
Years of the Human Story”. 
There are also regular geologi-
cal field trips.

Its annual Mineral, Gem 
and Fossil Show will be held 
on 25 November from 10am to 
4pm at Trinity Church, Nether 
Street, N12, close to artsdepot 
in North Finchley.

Membership is £15 per year 
for ordinary members, £20 for 
a family and £10 for a student. 
To join contact the society 
secretary via the website www.
amgeosoc.wordpress.com.

Hair flair
The team at Jo Sutherland 
Hair Studio in East End 
Road, N2, has won an 
award for client experience. 
The salon was recognised 
for its service and profes-
sionalism by Phorest Salon 
Software on the strength of 
its customer reviews, which 
stayed at four out of five for 
12 months.

The children’s library - ready to go.  Photo Mike Coles

Automated: The library entrance. Photo Mike Coles

Staff instructions during emergencies
Leaflets in the library stress the importance of following staff 

instructions if an emergency exit is necessary. Other leaflets say 
that people with disabilities, who would need help in an emergency, 
should report this when registering for a self-service card.

This implies that the council is intending to employ a security 
guard when the library is unstaffed. The security guard employed in 
the self-service trial at Edgware Library is being retained. Does this 
indicate that a public service with no staff available is unworkable?

The empty upper floor
When The Archer asked if Barnet had found a paying occupant 

for the upper floor, we were told that details would be announced 
when it was appropriate. That was a few months ago, and it still 
stands empty.


