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� garden design

� hard landscaping

� maintenance

� indoor plants

� East Finchley based� soft landscaping

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8920 3721

brera gardens

Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com

� irrigation systems

 
 
 
 
 

Human Resource Solutions Plus 
 

He lp ing  you to  manage,  t r a in   
and  deve lop  your  emp loyees  
a t  a  commerc ia l ly  sens ib le  cos t .  
 

www.hrsp .net  
R i c h a r d  P e l l : i n f o @ h r s p . n e t  ••••  P O  B o x  2 7 0 1 3 ,  L o n d o n ,  N 2  0 W X  
 

Midhurst Butchers

2 Midhurst Parade,
Fortis Green, London N10

Tel. 020 8883 5303

Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

We buy your unwanted items for cash or vouchers

The Exchange 
54 High Road East Finchley London  N2 9PN

Tel: 0208 442 1111
www.TheExchangeUK.com

Mobile Phones    Video Games       Consoles    Laptops 
 Cameras      iPods  Tablets 

 Much, much more!

EXCHANGE  IT!

CASH
Greene Driving School

East Finchley N2

From £17.50  x 2 Hr lessons

Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition

Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk

Call   John   M.I.M.I 
0773 851 4406

Community Souls 
are there to help 
young people
By Diana Cormack
Community Souls works with disadvantaged young 
people, helping them to improve their lives and com-
munities through positive activities and employment 
opportunities. It was founded in 2011 by Rickardo 
Stewart, a young man who was born and brought up on 
the Grange Estate. 

Treasures from a lost tradition
By Ann Bronkhorst
Aged 13, Sim Branaghan spent his pocket money on a vintage film poster and was 
hooked for life. Today, his teenage purchases are collectors’ items, beyond most pockets.

He attended Holy Trinity 
and Fortismere schools and 
admits to having had a shaky 
start and needing help himself. 
His involvement in local gangs 
and that way of life was changed 
by a tragic event which led to 
him doing what he does today.

A special track record
For the last eight years Rick-

ardo has worked with some of 
London’s most vulnerable young 
people, with his background pro-
viding a unique ability to relate 
to them and to advise others 
involved in such work. A trained 
youth worker and a well-being 
life coach, Rickardo has exten-
sive experience which includes 
setting up youth clubs, working 
with children through Barnet 
Play Association, designing open 
access programmes and deliver-
ing mentoring programmes in 
HMP Belmont Prison with the 
Art Against Knives scheme.

But it all started in East 
Finchley with Rickardo helping 
at the Monday Youth Club, then 
run by Maureen Clemetson and 
Maureen Antoinette. It still needs 
a site for its meetings. Rickardo 
feels there is a lack of youth 
provision and funding in the bor-
ough which is failing youngsters 
from disadvantaged areas like 
the Grange and Strawberry Vale.

Business with a difference 
He is greatly involved in sup-

porting them, identifying their 
individual needs and creating 
positive solutions that will benefit 
their future and the locality. To 
this end he set up the Commu-
nity Souls Cleaning Company, 
offering young men and women 
on low income or benefits the 
opportunity for paid work and 
the chance to build their self-
esteem and confidence, along 
with one-to-one mentoring. All 
profit generated is reinvested into 
the business to support the Com-
munity Souls’ youth projects. 

With this already working in 
other areas, Rickardo is appealing 
to local businesses and traders. 
Visit www.communitysouls.
co.uk or call 07581 070 717 to 
see what East Finchley can do to 
help this worthwhile cause.  

East Finchley library manager Sim Branaghan gives a talk on the history of British film posters.
Photo Mike Coles

Sim has become an expert on 
the history of British film posters, 
getting to know several of the 
great poster designers personally 
and publishing a generously-
illustrated book. His talk on 
2 February in East Finchley 
library, where he is the manager, 
traced the development of British 
cinema and the demands of the 
film business on the artists and 

advertising agencies.
Rise and fall of  
a popular art

Selecting key examples 
of British film posters from 
between the world wars, Sim 
paid tribute to the individual 
style of each artist. The artists’ 
heyday came in the late 1930s 
with the growing success of 
the British film industry, but 
declined in the 1980s. One 
reason was the arrival of art and 
design software. Another was 
cost: real, painted artwork was 
more expensive than computer-
generated designs.
Stories behind the posters

Artists working for the 
expanding British film industry 
had to turn commissions round 
fast. If enough stills hadn’t been 
supplied family and friends 
could be roped in: a famous 
Dracula poster shows not Chris-
topher Lee behind the fangs but 

the artist himself, Tom Chantrell. 
His wife posed for his painting 
of Princess Leia in the famous 
Star Wars poster.

Mike Coles’s photograph 
shows Sim with another poster 
by Chantrell, for Carry on Cleo. 
Unsurprisingly it was withdrawn 
after a court case in 1965, as it 
parodied wickedly the official 
poster for Fox’s Cleopatra with 
Burton and Taylor (an expensive 
flop).

About the last British film 
poster in this splendid tradition 
was painted by Brian Bysouth 
for a James Bond film, The 
Living Daylights, and like many 
of the posters shown it drew 
a murmur of pleased recogni-
tion from the library audience. 
Thanks to Sim Branaghan and 
the Barnet Library Festival for 
this fascinating talk. To appre-
ciate the compositions, detail, 
draughtsmanship and vivid 
immediacy of all these posters, 
ask at the library for his book, 
British Film Posters, BFI Pub-
lishing.

Friends of The Phoenix can 
catch a repeat of Sim’s talk at 
the cinema on Sunday, 12 April, 
2-3pm.

Look to your own
The forthcoming concert by North London Chorus at 
St. James’s Church in Muswell Hill will be a very ‘in-
house’ affair. First of all, it will feature the church’s 
magnificently restored organ in Faure’s Requiem and 
Kodaly’s Missa Breve.

The concert also features the 
world premiere of a work by 
the chorus’s very own award-
winning composer, David 

Loxley Blount.
Tickets for the concert on 21 

March at 7.30pm cost from £10 
to £20 and are available online 
at https://northlondonchorus.
org/tickets, at St James’s Church 
Bookshop and at Les Aldrich 
Music Shop, Muswell Hill.


