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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel:  07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

COLIN SCLARE  
S a l e s & L e t t i n g s

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ

Competitive fees: 7% Letting fee 1% Sales fee ( plus vat)

Contact us on
020 8444 3351   www.colinsclare.co.uk   sales@colinsclare.co.uk

We require all types of property
for Sale and Letting,  so please call us for a free market appraisal and discussion.

But more importantly, a quality service to you!
Open 6 days a week

9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday
10 am - 3 pm Saturdays

Intruder Alarms

CCTV

Access Control

Intercom Systems

Locks, Doors & Keys

Safes & Grilles

Locksmiths

O2O 8442 O66O
Securebase Ltd
112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660  
F: 020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.uk
www.securebase.co.uk

Your 
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y 
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ms 
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!
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Yesterday’s news today
By Nick Young
Everyone finds unexpected objects when renovating a house or shop, but how often 
does one find something over 100 years old?

That is what happened to 
businessman Abdul Idrissi, 

renovating 54 High Road prior 
to the opening of The Exchange, 
the site previously occupied 
by Phone City on the corner 
of High Road and Fairlawn 
Avenue.

The copy of the Daily 
Sketch that Abdul found is 
dated 23 June 1914, not long 
after the parade of shops on 
which his business is located 
was built. The big news of 
the day was the Trooping of 
the Colour, to which the then 
Prince of Wales (the future 
Edward VIII) took his own 
camera in order to photograph 
the troops. Elsewhere, the 
paper wondered what London-
ers would make of a new opera 
that had shocked Paris.

Abdul was particularly 
taken by a headline which reads 
“American Heiress To Become 
An English Duchess”; although 
there is no follow-up article, 
he found it appropriate as his 
business’s parent company is 
American. 

The Exchange in East 
Finchley is the first UK fran-
chise. It deals in phones as well 
as other new and pre-owned 
technology and offers on-site 
repairs for mobile phones and 
laptops and a phone recycling 
service. 

Following a consultation 
process, it even sells com-
puter games. “We’re the only 
games store within a three-mile 
radius,” says Abdul.

who found a 1914 newspaper 
underneath a stairwell while 

New 
primary 
school 
plan
A parent information event 
regarding a proposed new 
primary school was held 
at East Finchley Library 
on 21 January. 

The Ara School is applying 
for permission to open a new, 
state-funded, non-religious 
school in September 2016.

Ever increasing  
demand

The borough faces an ever 
increasing rise in the demand 
for primary school places. No 
site has yet been selected, but 
Barnet Council favours the 
Coppetts Wood area, which is 
deemed to have the greatest 
need. Visit www.araschool.org 
for more information.

 Own an orchard?
The Urban Orchard Project is looking for old orchards 
in London, where it can work with local communities 
to preserve and celebrate them, through orchard 
management, pruning workshops and apple days.

Adverts 100 years ago certainly didn’t mince their words. Photo 
Mike Coles

A detail of the 100 year old copy of the Daily Sketch found when The Exchange was being renovated.
Photo Mike Coles

Project officer Stephanie 
Irvine said: “Orchards must 
consist of at least five trees 
and preferably be over 20 years 
old. They may be overgrown 
and neglected, or managed 

by a community group that 
would like some assistance 
with recruiting volunteers and 
holding events.” 

Find out more on the website 
www.theurbanorchardproject.org


