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Above: The Cherry Tree Wood toilets just before Christmas and
below: repainted again on |3 January. Photos Mike Coles

Graffiti pulls
somebody’s chain

Without wishing to give undue publicity to people who
leave graffiti sprayed across our public spaces, we
couldn’t help noticing the tug of war that’s being going
on in Cherry Tree Wood recently.

The toilet block near the
tennis courts was repainted
towards the end of last year but
within weeks its clean white
walls had been daubed with
painted messages.

Days later, however, the
walls had been repainted and
restored to their pristine state.
Was this a case of super effi-
ciency on the part of Barnet

Council and the contractors
it pays to look after the park,
or was it a local resident who
decided to take matters into their
own hands?

Either way, the clean look
didn’t last long, because the
graffiti painters returned shortly
afterwards and the toilet block
was defaced again. This one
could run and run...

Old Barn: Now’s the time
to have your say

By Janet Maitland

A public meeting about the future of the Old Barn will be held at 7pm on 11 February
at Martin Primary School. This is your chance to turn up and have your say.

Barnet Council announced
its plans to refurbish and extend
the community centre on Tar-
ling Road at a public meeting
last November. The plans
include a new wing, linked to
the main building, for the local
Bravanese community, whose
centre on Coppetts Road,
Muswell Hill, was burnt down
inanarsonattack in June 2013.

Consultation

The news about the exten-
sion was a surprise to many
people atthe meeting. Concerns
were raised about the lack of
prior consultation by residents
who live in Brownswell Road,
which backs onto the site.

This is the last public meet-
ing before the council submits a
planning application in March.
However, a spokesperson from
the council stressed that it is

not the last opportunity to com-
ment, because once the appli-
cation is made, all parties can
then “participate in the formal
planning consultation process”.

Future management

The Old Barn charity has
now been formally dissolved.
The lease has been given
back to the council, who
have appointed the social and
community group Mobilise to
explore options for managing
the centre. Several exist-
ing local organisations have
expressed an interest.

One option is for a new
local organisation to take the
reins, such as the Big Local,
which has £1 million of lottery
funding to spend on the area
bounded by Church Lane, the
High Road, East End Road and
the A406. Anyone interested in

the Old Barn’s future should
contactoldbarn@mobilise.org

The Old Barn was a thriving
community centre for over 25
years until it was taken over in
2010 by a group of ‘trustees’
who discontinued all the ser-
vices. The centre was finally
reclaimed last October by
Mobilise, who were appointed
as temporary trustees by the
Charity Commission. Now
the charity no longer exists,
Mobilise are no longer trustees.

The council is consulting on
how bestto manage all Barnet’s
community organisations.
Anyone interested should go
to http://engage.barnet.gov.uk/
commissioning-group/draft-
community-asset-strategy/
consult_view. The closing date
is 13 February.

Good Companions: The Talkie Walkies.

www.hrsp.net

Human Resource Solutions Plus

Helping you to manage, train
and develop your employees
at a commercially sensible cost.

Richard Pell:info@hrsp.net ¢ PO Box 27013, London, N2 0WX
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ACCOUNTANTS
FOR SMALL

BUSINESS

At TaxAssist Accountants we specialise in

supporting small businesses. We can help with:

rax Service for Small Business

o Self Assessment Tax Returns
o Business Accounts

o Corporation Tax

o Bookkeeping and VAT

o Business Start-ups

o Company Formations

e Payroll and HR

o Help with Finance Raising

.....and much more.

020 8883 5258

www.taxassist.co.uk/eastfinchley
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THE CHOICE IS YOURS

o DON'T WANT IT? Rt

EXCHANGE IT.

WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS
FOR CASH OR VOUCHER.
THE CHOICE IS YOURS.

GET £1 EXTRA STORE CREDIT WITH THIS VOUCHER.

WE BUY

Talkie
Walkies

Fancy having a healthy
stroll followed by a friendly
chat (and possibly a deli-
cious cake)? Talkie Walkies
is a group of local people
who meet up on Friday
afternoons outside Boydens
Café on Church Lane, N2 at
1pm, go for a walk together
and then end up back at
the café by 2pm. All are
welcome including dogs
and children but please be
aware pushchairs are a bit
tricky off road and slings
may work best for little
ones!

Laura Roberts, who set up
the group, says: “The walks
are free and we really welcome
new members. It’s a fun way to
meet yourneighbours.” Contact
laura@createyouridealfuture.
com for more information.

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John m.mu

0773 851 4406
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at reasonable prices

e garden design e maintenance

7 ™e Exchange 54 High Road East Fincriey London N2 9PN
# OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
@ TheExchangeUK._com '{'uzuauz 111
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Free-range poultry
Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

e hard landscaping e irrigation systems

e soft landscaping e East Finchley based
e indoor plants

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8920 3721
Email: breragardens@btinternet.com

Offer ends 28th February 2015. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. May be withdrawn without notice.
Only valid with a cut-out voucher. Terms and Conditions apply ask in store for details.




