John’s Shoe Repairs

Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage
Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Ay <) Key Cutting
1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm
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| Life in the trenches

By Peter Hart, author of The Great War

I was delighted to be invited under the ‘Good Reads’
programme to give a talk on Life in the Trenches at the
East Finchley Library on Saturday 12 April. The talk
was to complement a display by the 10th Essex Living
History Group, two of whom were dressed in authentic
uniforms, with the weapons and artefacts of the time laid
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Great War artifacts on display at East Finchley library. Photo Mike Coles

Live comedy at the Phoenix

By Nick Young

Comedian Ian Stone will be compering a fundraising evening of comedy at the Phoenix
Cinema on 12 May to support The Archer Academy, where his son Alexander is a pupil.

Although it will be raising
money for the secondary school,
it is an over-18s event. That
said, the comedians who will
be accompanying lan on stage,
including Milton Jones, are by
no means ‘blue’ comedians.

“Wedid have the chat,” says
Ian, “and there will be no sen-
sitive subjects.” The message
is clear: stand-up comedians
do not have to resort to risqué
material to getlaughs. “Ifyou’re
good enough, you can talk about
whatever,” says Ian, who like
many of his fellow-comedians
uses everyday observations as
a source of humour.

An experienced stand-up,
Ian is adept at dealing with
anyone who tries to heckle him
while he’s on stage. “I talk to
them, and let them know that
it’s not their time to speak ...
I treat them with the disdain
and contempt they deserve,” he
explains. “It’s not about them,
it’s about me, and I’m there to
entertain people.”

lan Stone

Mini and maxi
Ranked by The Independ-
ent as one of Britain’s top ten

stand-ups, Ian has been per-
forming since 1991. In over
two decades in the comedy
business, he has performed at
venues varying in size from
a pod on the London Eye (“a
good laugh, but quite odd”) to
acrowd of 8,500 at Bestival on
the Isle of Wight with Jimmy
Carr, and he has performed for
British troops in Afghanistan.
He has been on the TV
shows Mock The Week and
Never Mind The Buzzcocks,
and performs regularly at the
Comedy Store in London.
Tickets for the Phoenix
event cost £25 and are avail-
able from www.tinyurl.com/
archercomedy.

out for all to see and, if we wanted, to touch.

There were rifles, wicked-
looking bayonets, helmets,
and my favourite, a hard-tack
biscuit fed to the troops in the
trenches, part of a daily ration
of a staggering 4,000 calories.
These men led hard lives and
food was fuel.

Harsh conditions

The front line trenches in
France and Flanders were dan-
gerous places: to look over the
sandbag parapet meant risking
death from a sniper’s bullet.
Shells could crash down at any
time to kill you or your com-
rades. The men slept in crude
dugouts, sometimes mere holes
hollowed out in the mud walls
of the trench. In winter the cold
was excruciating and they were
often up to their ankles in freez-
ing water.

Voices from the past

My talk used quotes from the
oral history interviews I did in
the 1980s for the Imperial War
Museum. These connect us
to those grim times. Who for
instance has not struggled to
open a corned beef tin? Private
Donald Price certainly did.

“We had a tin of bully beef.
At the side of this thing was a
key which you used to turn the
top off. Mine didn’tactand I got
this jack knife to open this tin.
Unfortunately it slipped and my

Peter Hart talks about life in
the trenches in The Great War
at East Finchley library. Photo
Mike Coles

hand was jagged. See this—it’s
still there! A great jag and of
course I bled like a pig! The
boys bandaged me up!”

They also show the horrors
of war. After one particularly
shocking incident, in which
many of his friends had been
blown to pieces, Private Wil-
liam Holbrook recalled his
young officer’s reaction:

“The officer got his water
bottle out, he’d got some rum
in it and we had a good sip.
He said ‘How long you been
out?’ I said, ‘“Two years!” He
said, “Two years in this! God
almighty! Do you know how
long I’ve been here? Ten days
and I’mbloody well sick ofit!””

It really was a terrible war.

Coffee
and cake

morning

Lupus sufferer Sippy
Azizollah is organising a
fund raising eventon World
Lupus Day, Saturday 10
May.

It will be held in the Five
Bells, East End Road between
10.30am and 12 noon. Entry is
£5 and participants are invited
tobake a cake and bring italong
on the day. This will either be
shared to eat with your coffee or
soldifitis spared. Raffletickets
will be on sale too.
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COLIN SCLARE

& Lettings

119a East End Road, East Finchley, London, N2 0SZ —

We require all types of property
for Sale and Letting, so please call us for a free market appraisal and discussion.
Competitive fees: 7% Letting fee 1% Sales fee ( plus vat)
But more importantly, a quality service to you!

Open 6 days a week
9.30 am - 7 pm Monday to Friday
10 am - 3 pm Saturdays

Contact us on
020 8444 3351 www.colinsclare.co.uk sales@colinsclare.co.uk

EYE EXAMINATIONS
CONTACT LENSES
DESIGNER EYEWEAR
LATE NIGHT
DYSLEXIA CLINIC
DVLA APPROVED
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STEWART DUNCAN OPTICIANS

SINCE 1962
126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED TEL. NO: 020 8883 2020
www.stewartduncan.com

FoTr

» Intruder Alarms

» CCTV

» Access Control

» Intercom Systems

» Locks, Doors & Keys
» Safes & Grilles

» Locksmiths

020 8442 0660
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112 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9EB

T: 020 8442 0660
F:020 8365 2788

info@securebase.co.u
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