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Human Resource Solutions Plus 
 

He lp ing  you to  manage,  t r a in   
and  deve lop  your  emp loyees  
a t  a  commerc ia l ly  sens ib le  cos t .  
 

www.hrsp .net  
R i c h a r d  P e l l : i n f o @ h r s p . n e t  ••••  P O  B o x  2 7 0 1 3 ,  L o n d o n ,  N 2  0 W X  
 

Holy Trinity Church
Church Lane, East Finchley

Church of England

Michael Stanway is happy to answer any enquiries:
Tel: 020 8346 8591

Sunday Parish Communion at 10.00 am

We're a warm and friendly congregation
who look forward to welcoming you

 Meet over coffee after churchChildren's Sunday Club �

www.holytrinityeastfinchley.org.uk

mezem
111 High Road, N2 8AG

020 8883 5750

www.mezem.co.uk

LUNCH
2 COURSES £6.95

3 COURSES £7.95
MON - SAT 

12:00 - 16:00

DINNER
2 COURSES £12.95

3 COURSES £13.95
EVERY DAY 16:00 - 23:00

ALL DAY SUNDAY 

The Archer at 20
Twenty years ago, Andrew Taylor, Kevin Finn and Nick 
Lawrence led an army of volunteers who produced and 
distributed the first edition of The Archer.  The paper then 
came out as a four-page, black and white edition printed 
on A4 paper before going tabloid in time for issue three.

The Archer at 20: “Not just 
another freebie”
When The Archer was born, East Finchley and the country as a whole was in the thick 
of a recession, much like the one we’ve been battling through in the last few years. 
These extracts from an article in our second issue explain the thinking that brought 
the paper into life.

This copy of The Archer 
comes to you as the result of 
one man’s idea being bounced 
off a friend. The inspiration 
behind it was the feeling that 
although East Finchley is at 
present a friendly community  
with the atmosphere of a vil-
lage, it seems to be in danger 
of slipping into the oblivion of 
a London suburb.

Perhaps, we thought, if we 
had our own truly local paper 
we could not only preserve but 
possibly enhance the commu-
nity atmosphere that without 
a shadow of a doubt already 
exists.

Many of us, when we were 
younger, received copies of 
a parish magazine or similar 
publication. These were really 
enjoyable. People actually 
looked forward to receiving 
them. They are a condensed 
but important manifestation of 
the character of the people who 
make up the community, and 
are read as avidly by visitors 
as they are by residents.

The result was a pilot issue 

in December 1992. Mistakes 
have been made (all the more 
since none of us on the team has 
any newspaper experience) but 
the reaction was positive from 
those that had seen it. Regular 
publications are planned and 
you are holding what is hoped 
to be among the first of many 
editions.

The name The Archer, 
something we are often asked 
about, is taken from a sculpture 
designed by Eric Aumonier, 
which crouches on top of East 
Finchley tube station. The 
archer depicted in the sculpture 
seems to have the sense of 
purpose we are looking for, and 
East Finchley has traditionally 
been strongly associated with 
archery.

There are around 9,000 
letter boxes in East Finchley, 
which represent a population 
of 27,000 adults (no figures 
are available for children). It 
is them (or should we say you) 
who will make or break the 
paper. It will only work if we 
publish the sort of material that 

you want to read, and we can 
only do that if you tell us what 
you want to read. 

One final word: the paper 
is free, but printers and paper 
merchants require payment. 
The staff on the team donate 
considerable amounts of time 
for no payment. The Archer is 
funded by advertising paid for 
by our local businesses. They 
have not been immune to the 
recession, so please let them 
know if you have seen their 
advert or offer in The Archer 
so that they will realise that it is 
being seen and advertise again. 
The publisher and editor wish 
to thank all advertisers for their 
support in making this paper 
possible.

Forgive the indulgence if 
we use this page to celebrate 
our birthday and look back at 
the highlights of those early 
days.

The Archer has changed 
in many ways since January 
1993 but at its heart it is still 
the volunteer-led community 
newspaper it set out to be from 
the start.

Now we’re running at 12 
pages each month, printed 
in full colour, and we’re also 
spreading news online on our 
own website and via Facebook 
and Twitter.

Memories 
and suggestions 

Do you have any memories 
of The Archer over the years? 
Get in touch and we’ll feature 

your recollections in future 
issues.

And what do you think of 
The Archer in 2013? Have 
you got any suggestions or 
new ideas for the paper in our 
anniversary year? We’d value 
your thoughts on new things 
we could be doing or stories 
we should be covering and, 
although we can’t promise to 
put everything into action, we’ll 
certainly consider all ideas to 
help make the newspaper the 
best it possibly can be for the 
next 20 years.

How to get in touch: Email 
us at the-archer@lineone.net, 
phone us on 0800 612 0748, find 
TheArcherN2 on Facebook and 
Twitter, or write to us at The 
Archer, PO Box 3699, London 
N2 2DE.


