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All Saints’ Church,
Durham Road, East Finchley

Church of  England

 
 

 

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.

 
 
 

 

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy, 

on 020 8883 9315.
 

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and  an 
enthusiastic choir of  both adults and children.

Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson  on 020 8444 9214.

 
 

 

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk 

Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

(Refreshments are served after mass on Sunday and Thursday)

Dr Sharik Ali (chiropractor)
0207 183 2911 / 07947595577 
info@spinalhealthcentre.com

98 High Road N2 9EB

        SPECIAL OFFER : 
SPINAL ASSESSMENT ONLY £15 

Expiry 28/02/13. Must Quote "The Archer" on booking

Back Pain      Arthritic Joints
Nerve Pain    Poor Posture
Chiropractic may help you

(normally £50)

New teaching blocks 
for three schools
Christ’s College Finchley has unveiled plans for a new 
teaching block as part of Barnet Council’s secondary 
school expansion scheme. The East End Road school was 
the first of three secondary schools across the borough to 
unveil their plans at a pre-planning consultation event.

Archer Academy head Mick Quigley, chair of governors Avis Johns and Mike 
Freer MP at the House of Commons. Photo by Allison Goodings

MP backs new free 
school
By Nick Young
The Archer Academy has received the unequivocal back-
ing of Mike Freer, MP for Finchley and Golders Green 
and, as he put it, “the MP for the Archer Academy”.

School 
close to 
selecting 
first 
intake
The Archer Academy, 
the new secondary school 
planned for the area, will 
shortly be determining 
who the first children to 
go to the school will be. 
Applications for the first 
year’s intake of pupils will 
close as Valentine’s Day 
arrives, and offers will be 
made soon after.

Chair of governors Avis 
Johns reported that applications 
had been strong and the school 
was on course to be substantially 
oversubscribed in its first year.

Parents who have applied 
for their children to attend 
will hear on 1 March, which 
is national offers day, whether 
or not they have been offered 
a place. Because the school’s 
admissions are run separately 
to Barnet’s admissions process 
for the first year only, parents 
may find they are offered two 
places, one from Barnet and 
one from the Archer Academy. 

The school  recent ly 
announced that its first home 
will be the Arts Institute Centre 
behind East Finchley station, 
after acquiring the building from 
the Hampstead Garden Suburb 
Institute, which will remain in 
the building as part of the deal.

Applications for September 
2013 places remain open until 
midnight on 13 February, at 
www.thearcheracademy.org.
uk/admissions 

Housing plan changes fail 
to ease concerns
By Mandy Rabin
In early January, developers submitted to Haringey 
Council minor changes to their plans to build two houses 
on a plot of land north of the allotments by Fortis Green’s 
covered reservoir. The plot, reservoir and allotments are 
designated as Significant Local Open Land, and plans 
to build on it have provoked opposition from hundreds 
of local residents, Tetherdown School and Fortis Green 
Community Allotments Trust.

The new teaching block will 
allow for one additional form of 
entry each year for five years from 
September 2013, plus an addi-
tional 21 students to the sixth form 
in 2013 and 2014. This would 
bring the school’s total capacity 
up to 1,152 students by 2017.

Meanwhile, The Compton 
School will have a new teaching 
block containing classrooms for 
art, drama and music departments, 
space for student services and cur-
riculum support, as well as related 
office and storage facilities.

Copthall School’s plans will 
be shared with parents and resi-
dents in the next few months. All 
three Academy schools will pro-
vide an additional 30 permanent 
school places each per year from 
September 2013.

Expansion and choice 
The total cost of the perma-

nent expansions for the three 

schools is expected to be £10.8 
million, divided between the 
three schools. 

Councillor Andrew Harper, 
Cabinet Member for Education, 
Children and Families, said: 
“We have seen a huge number of 
families moving into the borough 
over recent years to take advan-
tage of the first-class education 
we offer. This strategy allows us 
to expand our successful schools 
while giving parents more choice 
for their children.”

The expansion plans come 
as work continues towards 
opening a completely new sec-
ondary school in East Finchley 
in September 2013. The Archer 
Academy, a mixed, non-denom-
inational, non-selective free 
school specialising in maths and 
English, will be located at the 
Institute Arts Centre building 
behind the tube station.

Campaigners say the latest 
changes to the plans address 
none of the concerns of the 
local community. “They do not 
even comply with the council’s 
modest requests to lower the 
height of the houses slightly 
and move one of them further 
south. Yet again, the plans 
were submitted during school 
holidays, making it harder for 
the community to object,” said 
a spokeswoman.

Furthermore, the architect of 
the planned buildings discov-
ered that the new house adja-
cent to the plot is 40 cm higher 

than in plans approved by the 
council, raising questions about 
the council’s ability to compel 
developers to build according to 
approved measurements.

Local activists are asking 
residents to submit objections 
to these plans yet again, to 
retain the character of this 
precious open space and keep 
cars off the pedestrian path. 
Comments on the plans can 
be submitted on Haringey’s 
planning page at www.tinyurl.
com/85woodside. Updates on 
the residents’ campaign can be 
found at www.85woodside.com

Speaking at a reception at 
the House of Commons for 
supporters of East Finchley’s 
new secondary school, Mr Freer 
praised the Academy team for 
the thoroughness of their free 
school proposal, which he said 
had particularly impressed Lord 

Hill, the schools minister (who 
has since been promoted to the 
Cabinet as Leader of the House 
of Lords). “I will continue to sup-
port the Archer Academy, which 
I am sure will go from strength 
to strength,” said Mr Freer.

Avis Johns, who started the 
campaign for a new school and 
is now its Chair of Governors, 
spoke of how the campaign 
began following the realisation 
that her daughter would not 
have a secondary school in East 
Finchley. “Our children deserve 
the very best,” she said. “We will 
be opening doors that they may 
not know are there.”

The Academy, which opens 
in September, is now advertising 
for teachers and has even taken 
out a front-page advertisement 
in the Times Educational Sup-
plement. “Active and engaged 
staff will be a feature of the 
Academy,” said headteacher 
Mick Quigley. “We are building a 
school that we can be proud of.”

Curiouser and
curiouser
The Garden Suburb Thea-
tre is presenting an innova-
tive and exciting version of 
Alice in Wonderland and 
Through the Looking Glass 
at Henrietta Barnett School 
Theatre, in Central Square, 
NW11.

Join Alice on her whirl-
wind tour through the looking 
glass and in Wonderland as 
she meets the most amaz-
ing, amusing and bemus-
ing creatures ever imagined. 
With puppets, projections, 
Mad Hatters, flamingos and 
mock turtles, it promises to be 
an exciting show, and you can 
participate in your own tea party 
in the interval. Tickets priced 
£12 (£9 concs) are available 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/
gardensuburbtheatre or 020 
7723 6609. The production 
runs from Friday 22 February 
to Saturday 2 March.
 


