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Barbara Proud, left, with fellow childminders and mums at the Park Road playground.

Play area ‘needs an urgent

makeover’

By John Lawrence

One of East Finchley’s most popular playgrounds is woefully under-equipped and in
some places a danger to children, says a group of mothers and childminders. Parents
and carers who take their young ones to the play area in Park Road, close to Holy
Trinity Primary School, say it is in urgent need of repair and modernisation.

Two new items, a spinning
cup and a small see-saw, were
installed around four years ago
but the rest of the play equip-
ment, including four swings and
two ‘spring’ seats, dates back
up to 15 years.

Aclimbing frame and aslide
have been removed without
being replaced, seats on the
roundabout are broken and the
see-saw does not work properly.
The group is also worried about
large gaps in the fence around
the play area that can let chil-
dren wander onto Park Road.

Children’s needs

Childminder Barbara Proud,
who looks after three children of
school age and twounder-fours,
has contacted Barnet Council to
plead the case for the play area
to be refurbished.

Mrs Proud, of Richmond
Road, said: “A lot of children
use this playground every day
and when the Academy is built
nearby there may be even more.
We feel it deserves more atten-
tion and now is the time.”

Her friend June Bettison,
who cares for three children
under three, added: “There’s
such a lot of space here and it
could be put to better use. As
it is, older children just play
football among the equipment,
and that can be dangerous for
the little ones.”

Good news
THE ArcHER contacted Barnet
Council and it seems there is
good news for the playground.
A spokesman said: “Barnet

Council is improving the play
area, including replacing the
broken slide and installing two
other pieces of play equipment
before this summer so our
younger residents can enjoy it
during the warmer weather.”
The council is also encour-
aging residents to form a
‘Friends of the Park’ group to
getexternal funding torenovate
the play area, which is hap-
pening in other parts of the
borough. During the last two
years Mill Hill Park and Lyt-
telton Playing Field play areas

were transformed as a result of
local people suggesting new
designs and finding funding.

Be a hero for the
hospice

Children’s Hospice Week is the UK’s only awareness and
fundraising week for children with life-limiting condi-
tions and the services, such as children’s hospices, that
support them. This year it takes place between 26 April
and 3 May, culminating in Superhero Friday, a special
day of hero-inspired fundraising, on Friday 3 May.

North London-basedNoah’s =20
Ark Children’s Hospice cares
for and supports families while
their child is undergoing stress-
ful treatment, through a variety
of community and home-based
initiatives and programmes.

The hospice is calling on
businesses, schools, commu-
nity groups and organisations
and asking them to be heroes
in Children’s Hospice Week
and help raise funds so that it
can continue to provide these
vital local services.

Visit www.noahsarkhos-
pice.org.uk for more informa-
tion and to download fundrais-
ing resources. To donate to
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice
during Children’s Hospice
Week, visit www.justgiving.
com/childrenshospiceweek.

Could you be a superhero for
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice?

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John m.mi
0773 851 4406

A Local Handyman

available for general household
& garden maintenance.

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates
Call John on: 0789 010 3831
or: 020 8350 2188

east
chley

clinic

Back Pain
Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury

Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder
Arthritis

Tennis Elbow
Sprain or Strain
Rehabilitation ‘
Neurological
Stroke

Wendy Longworth &
Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety
of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in
patients homes,

nursing homes,

private hospitals

Sciatica and other
hrganisations.

.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk
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D&A COMPUTERS LTD

* SPECIALISTS IN VIRUS REMOVAL & PROTECTION

¢ CUSTOM BUILT QUALITY PCS
* COMPUTER & LAPTOP REPAIRS
* DATA RECOVERY
WORKSHOP & ON-SITE REPAIRS
HEALTH CHECK & TUNING
TROUBLESHOOTING
LAPTOP SCREENS

BUSINESS IT SERVICES AND SUPPORT

APPLE REPAIR CENTRE
BACKUP SOLUTIONS
WIRELESS NETWORK SETUP

10% DISCOUNT OF ALL LABOUR

CHARGES WITH

THIS ADVERT

Established since 1994
SALES * REPAIRS * SERVICES

HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FAST TURNAROUND TIME

56 High Road

East Finchley

London, N2 9PN
info@dacomputers.co.uk
www.dacomputers.co.uk

020 8883 0226

Body found in
allotment shed

By Janet Maitland
Firefighters discovered the body of a man in a blazing
shed on the allotments behind Chandos Road. Crews
were called to the scene shortly after midnight on 27
February. Sadly, they discovered the body of a man in
one of the sheds affected by the fire. By 2am the fire was
under control.

The cause of the blaze is under investigation by the police
and fire brigade. The fire is not being treated as suspicious. A
postmortem examination is underway to identify the deceased

and determine the exact cause of death.
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Alexander Technique

Improve your posture, health and performance

® Backache
® Neck/shoulder pain ® Poor posture

® Stress
® R.S.I.

® High blood pressure

“Of all the approaches tested, [..] Alexander Technique lessons
proved to be the most beneficial.” British Medical Journal 2008

0780 861 2510 ~ info@adrianfarrell.co.uk ~ www.adrianfarrell.co.uk

Domestic Appliance Sales & Repairs
No Callout Fee 020 8444 4303 No Callout Fee

sales@ajlappliances.co.uk -

www.ajlappliances.co.uk
Authorised Dealership for Bosch, Neff, Siemens, Miele & Liebherr

AJL

Most Brands Repaired
Daily Time Slots
Freestanding & Built In 4
Fully Trained Service Technicians ‘./‘a‘_-lf .
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y ALMAR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

~)‘)/_ Accountancy | Payroll & Book-keeping | Tax services

Business services:
Bookkeeping & Accounting
Business planning
Business start-up
Company Secretarial
Corporate tax planning
eCommerce & Payment Charities
Solutions Owner directors
gayro\l Charge A Retail

ervice Charge Accounting
VAT Sole traders

Personal services:
Personal tax planning
Self assessment

Specialist sectors:
Building profits

Why choose us?

By providing high quality of service and not charge over the top fees, we retain the business and loyalty of our customers, as well as
win many new ones through word of mouth. We also work with tax specialists, investor advisors and auditors to provide clients
additional services where there is a need.

Call us for a FREE review of your requirements and to discuss best way forward, with no obligation.
Tel: 07894 473309 or email: info@AlmarBSL.co.uk .

Visit our newly improved website with useful and topical information: www.AlmarBSL.co.uk

Almar Business Solutions Limited is a registered company in England and Wales (registered number 04541322), holder of ACCA
ising Certif ith iation of Chartered Certified i i i i

activities.




