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50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc
HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY

LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT  -  TESTED & REPAIRED 

TELEPHONE FAULTS REPAIRED

Call RON COLLINS 0208 883 9325  *  07748 278728
email:   roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk

TaxAssist Accountants
Small Business Specialists
Free Initial Meeting 
Fixed Fees payable monthly
Annual Accounts 
Company and Personal Tax
Payroll and VAT

For a FREE initial meeting, call us on 020 8883 5258
or visit us at 209 High Road, East Finchley







 garden design
 hard landscaping

 maintenance

 indoor plants
 East Finchley based soft landscaping

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8365 3615

brera gardens

Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com

 irrigation systems

Colin Sclare 

Please contact us so we can provide an excellent service
to you whether Selling, Buying or Letting.

'' Simply here to help you ''
0208 444 3351

you are 

info@colinsclare.co.uk                 www.colinsclare.co.uk

Property Sales,
Lettings & Management

Proudly opens at
119a East End Road N2 0SZ

He brings over 20 years
of property experience

to the people of Finchley &
Hampstead Garden Suburb.

A family run business.

OPEN 6am - 1am  7 Days a Week

Fruit & Vegetables  Fresh Daily

Continental Grocers

Organic Produce

46 High Road N2 9PJ                             020 8444 7607
Ask for local deliveries

Off-Licence

Daily Newspapers

EXPERTS IN CORRECTION OF
BACK PAIN, TRAPPED NERVES, HEADACHES,

SPORTS INJURIES, POOR POSTURE

 0207 183 2911

Offer ends: 21/05/12 - Please mention "The Archer" when booking.

70% off - Chiropractic Examination for only £15 (usually £50)

98a High Road, East Finchley, N2 9EB
www.spinalhealthcentre.com

School offers prove need 
for more choice, say 
campaigners
By Cathy Halstead
The team behind the campaign to set up a new free school, The Archer Academy, 
claims this year’s first round of offers of secondary school places provides further 
evidence of the need for a wider choice of schools in Barnet.

According to Barnet Coun-
cil’s figures, 36.5% of children 
weren’t offered a place at their 
first choice school, with 6.6%, 
a total of 223 children, being 
allocated to a school that they 
hadn’t even named on their 
application form.

Local Schools for Local 
Children spokesperson Avis 
Johns said: “I’ve lost count of 
the number of people who have 
told me that even the first choice 
on their form isn’t their school 
of choice at all. 

“Parents are being forced to 
put faith schools, or single sex 
schools, on their application 
forms, because there aren’t 
any other realistic options. All 
they want is a good, mixed-sex, 
non-denominational school that 
their children can go up to with 
their friends.”

Expansion
Barnet Council has recog-

nised the need for more second-
ary places in the borough, and is 
working to find solutions, such 

as expanding well-regarded 
schools. The Compton, Christ’s 
College and Copthall schools 
are scheduled to expand from 
September 2013, providing 90 
extra places.

But in a report at the end of 
last year, the council’s Scrutiny 
Panel stated that the projected 
shortfall in secondary places will 
rise to around 720 by 2020/21. 
So a wide range of solutions, in 
addition to the planned expan-
sion, will need to be found if that 
demand is to be met.

Avis explained: “We know 
that The Archer Academy 
alone isn’t enough to address 
the long-term issues around 
secondary education in Barnet 
but it would significantly widen 
choice for local parents, and help 
avoid the disappointment that 
hundreds of families experi-
ence on offers day.”

STOP PRESS: As we went 
to press, the team were notified 
that they have got through to the 
interview stage and they will be 

seeing the Department for Edu-
cation on 28 May. A beaming 
Avis said: “We’re absolutely 
ecstatic to be called for interview 
and are really looking forward to 
putting our case to the DfE. We 
need support like never before 
and we need parents to register 
that support at www.thearchera
cademy.org.uk before 20 May, 
so the DfE can be in no doubt 
about the strength of local feel-
ing for our school.” The team 
can be contacted by email at 
localschools@live.co.uk.
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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

Could you live on 
£1 a day?  
Here, local resident Esther Grieder explains why she 
will be living on £1 a day for five days this month.

Could you live on 
£5 for five days? 
This is the chal-
lenge that thou-
sands of people, 
including myself, 
will be taking on 
from 7-11 May 
when we Live 
Below the Line 
for Restless 
Development.

This innovative 
campaign involves 
people across the 
UK, US, Australia 
and New Zealand, 
and asks them to 
spend just £1 per day 
on all of their food 
and drink for five 
days. It aims to raise aware-
ness of the 1.4 billion people 
across the world who live on 
this amount every day.

Lack of choice
If, like me, you find it hard to 

imagine surviving without your 
morning coffee, then living 
on £1 a day will seem pretty 
incomprehensible. And that’s 
why Live Below the Line is 
such a powerful campaign. By 
living on this limited budget, I 
hope to get a personal, albeit tiny, 
insight into the lack of choice and 
opportunity that is a key part of 
living in extreme poverty.

Sometimes we think that 
“£1 per day goes much further 
overseas”, but that’s simply 

not the case. Those 1.4 bil-
lion people around the world 
have to make this sum cover 
everything: food, healthcare, 
rent, travel, and education. 
I am worried about going 
without coffee for a week, but 
I can’t imagine being in a situ-
ation where you have to choose 
between food for your family 
and medicine.

By being sponsored to Live 
Below the Line, I am raising vital 
funds for Restless Development 
to support the crucial work they 
do with young people across 
Africa and South Asia. Restless 
Development works with young 
people to tackle the issues that 
affect them most, including the 
HIV/AIDS crisis, unemploy-
ment and extreme poverty.

If you’d like to spon-
sor me, please go to 
www.livebelowtheline.com/
me/esther. Next month I’ll 
update you with how I got on. To 
find out more, or to take on the 
challenge yourself, please go 
to www.livebelowtheline.com/
uk-restlessdevelopment.

Unwanted 
furniture and 
electricals
The British Heart Foun-
dation will collect lounge 
and bedroom furniture, 
tables, beds, TVs, wash-
ing machines, fridges, 
dishwashers, and small 
electrical items. 

All items must be in good 
condition, clean, and working 
correctly. Clothes, accessories, 
shoes, bric-a-brac and DVDS 
can be added at the same time. 
All upholstered furniture must 
have a fire label. Book online 
at bhf.org.uk, or call 0844 334 
1414 for a free collection.

Esther Grieder plans to live on just £1 a day.
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