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Plea for help from
mugging victim

By Janet Maitland

Awoman who was mugged and badly injured while walk-
ing home has issued a warning to others and a plea for
help from witnesses to the attack.

As she walked down Devon
Rise, off Brim Hill, at about
6.30pm on 22 January, Patricia
Leonard heard a car stop a few
yards behind her and then the
sound of running feet. “I didn’t
turn round,” said Patricia. “I’d
walked all the way back from
Muswell Hill with heavy shop-
ping and was concentrating on
getting home. The last thing on
my mind was that [ was about
to be mugged.”

Violent attack

Her shopping bags were
suddenly grabbed from behind
and she fell to the pavement,
breaking two bones in her left
hand and tearing the tendons in
her side. Her attacker snatched
her handbag, ran back to his car
and drove off.

“I'was lying on the pavement
shouting for help with all my
shopping scattered everywhere,
but there was no one around,”
said Patricia. “I couldn’t call
the police till I got home as my
mobile was in my bag. | had
my keys in my pocket, which
was just as well as my driving
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licence with my address on it
was also in the bag.”

The mugger was a tall,
white, ‘bulky’ man wearing a
green hooded top that covered
mostofhis face. He was driving
a dark coloured old estate car
with roof bars that ran width-
ways. Patricia was wearing a
hooded pale grey raincoat and
black trousers.

Pocket safety

“If anyone saw what hap-
pened, please get in touch with
the police,” said Patricia. “The
hospital now thinks [ may also
have broken abone on my right
side and I’ve been in a lot of
pain. I’m going to start carry-
ing my mobile in my pocket as
well as my keys, and I’d advise
everyone to do the same.”

Detective Sergeant Andy
Grievesaid: “Thisisaparticularly
nasty robbery where the victim
sustained quite serious injuries. If
you have any information about
the attack, please call 0300 123
1212. If you want to remain
anonymous, ring Crimestoppers
on 0800 555 111.”
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Virgin London Marathon

If you have your own place in this year's Virgin
London Marathon, we would love to have you
on our team. Please contact Sarah on:

020 8444 2275

or
sarah@bobathlondon.co.uk

TELEPHONE FAULTS REPATIRED

50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc
HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY
LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT - TESTED & REPAIRED

Call RON COLLINS 0208 883 9325 * 07748 278728
email: roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk

Counselling and Psychotherapy - Space for Thinking

Experienced NHS Practitioner - supervised
Provides confidential therapy dealing with depression, anxiety,
trauma, abuse, relationship issues and many more...
Offers short and long term therapy.
Free initial consultation and competitive rates.
dragana_savcic@hotmail.com tel: 020 8292 9480 mob: 077 3955 8155

Party entertainers: - from left: An Hongzhen, Yu Xzaohuz and Chang Yuyuan - with Mandarin teacher

Wu Shu Jyun. Photo by Daphne Chamberlain.

Xin nian kuai le

By Daphne Chamberlain

Chinese readers, please excuse what you are about to read! If anyone, like me, auto-
matically linked the Chinese for Happy New Year with Kung Hoi Fat Choi, that’s only
partly right. It’s the Cantonese version. In Mandarin, it is Xin nian kuai lé.

As I discovered at last
month’s New Year party at
The Institute, a group of East
Finchley’s English speakers can
managenotonly this, butatleast
ten sentences in conversational
Mandarin. They all agreed that
learning this subject was a lot of
fun. So was the party, which had
a real family atmosphere.

The youngest guest was 15-
month-old Chinese-born Leah,
while some of the English stu-
dents were more than 70 years
older, but enjoying the mental
stimulus of learning Manda-
rin. They have actually found
it easier than expected. Using
our Roman alphabet helps, but
they all agreed that the humour
and enthusiasm of class teacher
Wu Shu Jyun has a lot to do with

it too.

Indicating the raffle prizes,
Ms Wu laughed: “Everyone
knows how to say two bottles
of wine.” Two students who
visit China from time to time
vouched for the success of her
travel-friendly approach.

Guests enjoyed home-
cooked refreshments, kicking
the shuttlecock, picking up as
many things as possible with

chopsticks, and demonstrations
of Tai Chi, fan-dancing, and play-
ing a traditional two-stringed
bowed instrument. The tune
played was one for happy occa-
sions; the middle part sounded
very Chinese, but the beginning
and end reminded me of party
music on an Irish fiddle, which
seemed appropriate as the Year
of the Tiger bounded in for this
international gathering.

Festival clash with
playground plans

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

Do you want to sell your old stuff
on eBay and turn it into cash?
Are you mystified or worried?

Let me help you whether it's a car

(we usually get better

than dealer prices)
unwanted items such as cameras,
computers, jewellery, furniture
or even designer clothes.
I work on a no sell no fee basis.
Why not email or
call me for a free chat.
Tony Joseph

07957 494573 - 0208 883 7296

e:- tonyjoseph99@yahoo.co.uk

The plans to install an adventure playground in Cherry
Tree Wood that we reported in our lastissue are good news
for youngsters and families in the park but could create
a major headache for organisers of the East Finchley

Community Festival.
Barnet Council will shortly
be installing new climbing and
play equipment on the grass
outside the current fenced-off
playground. This area of land
is a major entry and exit point
for festival-goers and is close
to the traditional site of the
festival’s main music stage.
Festival organisers are wor-
ried that the new playground
will force a complete rethink
of layout arrangements for the

event, to be held this year on
Sunday 20 June. They also have
concerns over health and safety
if access routes are blocked.

As we went to press,
festival representatives told
THE ArcHER that efforts were
being made to get an urgent
meeting with council offic-
ers and councillors on site, to
see if alternatives that would
assist the festival could be
worked out.

Firewalk for Hospice

North London Hospiceis holding its first firewalk to raise
funds for specialist patient care. Those with a burning
ambition to firewalk can hot-foot it across five metres of
smouldering coals, measuring more than 800 degrees, all

in the name of charity.

The firewalk will be held at
the Five Bells Pub, East End
Road, N2, on Saturday 8 May.
Itslarge gardenis anideal venue
for such an event and the hos-
pice hopes to attract dozens of
walkers, along with family and
friends to cheer them on.

Azey Siddiqui, community
fundraiser, said: “It’s fundrais-
ing with a difference and also
allows those who are unable
to run or cycle any distance to
take part in a major fundraising
event.”

The brave participants will

be given an hour’s motivational
talk beforehand to fire them up
for the walk. Spectators will be
entertained by live band Metal
Detectors while they wait to
cheer on their friends.

Registration is £30 with
no minimum sponsorship,
although participants are of
course encouraged to raise as
much money as possible.

For further information or a
registration form please contact
Azey at North London Hospice
on 020 8446 2288 or asiddiqui
@northlondonhospice.co.uk



