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Walkers welcomed
to Coldfall Wood

By Ann Bronkhorst

Haringey’s planned improvements to the Muswell Hill Playing Fields north of Coldfall
Wood should start to appear this spring but may take years to complete. Meanwhile,
however, immediate practical measures will give walkers clearer, easier and safer

access to both open spaces.

Proposals include work on
gates and paths at all three
entrances to the wood from
Creighton Avenue, to make
them less muddy and slippery
for pedestrians and to deter
motorcyclists. Itis hoped that
anew bridge over the stream
will replace the one made
from railway sleepers.

Safe access to field

Currently, people can
reach the field from many
alleyways and roads in the
Coldfall estate, as well as
from the wood. This will
be rationalised, with some
access points closed and
others clarified by signs
and fencing and the installa-
tion of pedestrian chicanes

or motorbike inhibitors.
Wheelchair and pushchair-
friendly circular gates are
being considered for the
Marriot Road and Coppetts
Road entrances.

Residents backing on to
the playing fields will wel-
come measures to inhibit
motorbike access after suf-
fering annoyance and danger
from them for years. The
Venue, the newest housing
development bordering the
field, remains a potential
entry point for motorbikes
but the police are advising
Wimpey, the developers, on
how to create secure access to
the fields for residents of The
Venue, but not for bikers.
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Electrical Work
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10% off All Heaters
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loui@everything-electrical.com
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Recyling
expands

Barnet residents are now
able to recycle extra items
through their kerbside
collection service. Cartons
made by Tetra Pak and
used for milk, fruit juice
and wine can now be placed
in blue recycling boxes.

The complex manufactur-
ing of Tetra Pak products has
made them difficult to recycle
as they are made out of card-
board, contain a foil lining
and with a plastic screw cap.
However, Barnet Council’s
recycling service provider May
Gurney has now located a UK
reprocessor that canrecycle the
cartons.

Residents will be able to
place the complete carton, with
the cap removed, into their blue
box. As with cardboard, Tetra
Paks must be flattened to help
makebestuse ofthe space onthe
recycling collection vehicles.

Residents of flats served by
communal recycling facilities
willbeabletorecycletheir Tetra
Paks alongside cardboard.

Martin School pupils. Photo by Rebecca Bak.

Tree o’clock

By Jack McCabe and Ollie Clymer

Eco Council reps and pupils at Ravenscroft Secondary
School and Martin Primary School got together on Sat-
urday S December in a global attempt to break the world

Do you love
our local
wood?

The Friends of Cherry
Tree Wood are calling on
all interested users of our
local wood to attend the
AGM on Sunday 24 Janu-
ary at the Old White Lion
next to East Finchley tube
station, starting at 11am.
They hope members and
others may offer to join the
committee and help to pre-
serve the wood for the benefit
of all and into the future. For
more information, visit
www.cherrytreewood.co.uk

record for planting trees at a single site in one hour.

The record to beat was
18,124. After one hour’s hard
work, our joint efforts meant
we had managed to plant 300
trees, which had been donated
by the local taxi firm Greater
London Hire.

We kids were not alone in
this attempt as teachers and
other school staff, such as
Tristan Green our caretaker and
Suzy Osborne, who works inthe
school office, joined in as well.
Mr Green said: “It was hard but
in the end very rewarding.”

We are now looking for-
ward to watching the trees,
which include ash, oak and
hawthorns, start to grow on
our school field.

John Scott, managing
director of Greater London
Hire, said it was a great

privilege to be involved.
“We’re extremely lucky,” he
said, “that Martin School and
indeed East Finchley have the
playing field. It will be lovely
to watch the trees grow over
the years, and to think that
many years hence some of the
planters will be able to point
outthe trees we planted to their
own grandchildren.”

The two schools didn’t
smash the record but three
other tree-planting sites around
the UK did. Also, the Martin
and Ravenscroft trees will count
towards a record for the most
trees planted at any number
of sites in one hour. The total
is still being counted. Read
more about tree o’clock at the
BBC Tree O’Clock website
www.bbc.co.uk/treeoclock.

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres,
bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

Furnd

b

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

ey
e

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk -




2

=

JANUARY 2010 THE ARCHER - 08717 334465
r------------------------------1
| |
THE ARCHER |1 USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS |
i
LonpoN N2 8JA Barnet Council: Barnet General 0845 111 4000 Crime |
Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000  Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792  Emergency 999 | |42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
WWW.THE-ARCHER.CO.UK I Council Tax 020 8359 2608  Finchley Memorial 0208349 7500  Barnet Police 020 8200 1212 I Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265
e-mail: THE-ARCHER Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600  Oak Lane Clinic 020 8349 7000  Mus. Hill Police Stn. 0208808 1212
Primary Care Trust 020 8201 4700  Royal Free 020 7794 0500 CrimeStoppers 0800 555111 I

(@LINEONE.NET

Voicemail & Fax:
(messages only)

Editorial/enquiries: -

08717 33 44 65

Advertising/finance: -
08717 33 45 28

PUBLISHED BY
East Finchley
Newspapers

CHAIR
Kevin Finn

Cory EpiTOR
John Lawrence

EDITORIAL TEAM
Diana Cormack
Daphne Chamberlain

SuB EpITORS
Ann Bronkhorst
Wendy Devine
Pam Kent

ProbucTtioN EpIiTOR
Alison Roberts

PicTure EpiTOR
Mike Rubens

FINANCE &
ADVERTISING
John Dearing

DISTRIBUTION
Toni Morgan
Anna King
Pam Kent

PrINTED By
Sharman & Co Ltd

Thank you to The Bald
Faced Stag for providing
us with a meeting place.

THE ARCHER team wishes
to thank all the generous
people who give up their
spare time, in all weather,
to deliver the paper for us.

Your contributions
If you have a story for us, please
contact us at the above address.

Comments to THE ARCHER may
be published unless clearly
marked ‘Not for publication’
within the text.

Copy deadlines

February issue: 15 January
March issue: 12 February
April issue: 12 March

| Benefits Agency 020 8258 6500
I EmploymentService 0208258 3900
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000

Leisure
I Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
I East Finchley Library 02083593815
Muswell HillOdeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema 020 8444 6789
I Warner Cinema 020 8446 9933

I Transport
Nat. Rail Enquiries 0845 7484950
| City Airport 020 7646 0088
I London Transport 020 7222 1234
National Express 08705 808080
Heathrow Airport 0870 000 0123
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St Luke’s 020 8219 1800
Whittington 020 7272 3070
Health Advice

AIDSline 020 8363 2141

Alcoholics Anonymous 0845 7697555
Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
Cancer Support 020 8202 2211
Carers’ Line 0808 808 7777
Drinkline 0800 917 8282
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600

MIND 020 8343 5700
NHS Direct 0845 4647
OAP’s Advice

Barnet Age Concern 02083463511
Contact (N2) 020 8444 1162

Drugs arrest on
High Road

By Janet Maitland

A man was arrested on the High Road for possession of
15 wraps of cocaine on 26 November. He was stopped and
searched by PC Eddie Rose from the Safer Neighbour-
hood Team, who was on foot patrol. The man matched
the description of a report from a local resident who had
seen a man behaving suspiciously on Fortis Green. The
drugs had a street value of about £200.

“This is a great example ofa
quick response to a call from a
member of the public by one of
the team,” said Sergeant Andy

Matthews. The man appeared
at Hendon Magistrates court on
4 December. He was fined £80,
plus costs.

Barnet Council

East Finchley Advice Service,
42 Church Lane, N2

Demolition of existing ground floor
annexes and construction of new
three-storey dwelling house with
basement and roof terrace to rear
of 42 Church Lane fronting King
Street.

3 Elmfield Road, N2

Retention of sunken patio area.
Finchley Youth Theatre, 142 High
Road, N2

Construction of new stepped
access from public pathway to
reinstate existing access to build-
ingand relocation of existing public
bench.

16 Fortis Green, N2

Conversion of three flats into five
flats following formation of frontand
rear light wells at basement level
and alterations toroofincluding two
rear dormers to facilitate aloft con-
version. Installation of solar panels
to rear and front roof slope.

111 High Road, N2

Change of use of ground floor
shop to part retail (Use Class A1)
and part restaurant (A3) between
the hours 9am to 6.30pm Monday
to Saturday. Continued A3 use of
the basement between the hours
of 12pm to 2.15pm and 6.30pm
to 11pm Monday to Saturday and
9am to 10pm on Sundays. Con-
tinued A3 use of the ground floor
between the hours 6.30pmto 11pm
Monday to Saturday and 9am to
10pm on Sundays. Erection of a
single storey rear extension.
27-29 Leicester Road, N2
Erection of a two-storey semi-
detached house with roomsin roof

Planning Applications

space adjoining 27 Leicester Road.
Retention of existing car parking,
addition of associated landscap-
ing to the front, and alterations
to the side of the existing house
at 27 Leicester Road to include
the reinstatement of a previously
blocked window facing 25 Leices-
ter Road.

301 Long Lane, London, N2
Single storey side extension.

67 Park Hall Road, N2

Part single, part two-storey rear
extension.

42A Sedgemere Avenue, N2
Extension to roof including inser-
tion of three rear dormer windows
to facilitate loft conversion.
Rooftop at Viceroy Parade, High
Road, N2

Installation of three antennas and
two dish antennas on rooftop with
ancillary cablingand accessladder.
Installation of ancillary equipment
cabinet and electrical meter within
brick enclosure at ground level
along East End Road. Telecom-
munication development.

Haringey Council

Chessing Court, Fortis Green,
N2

Formation of additional floor to
create a new sixth floor consist-
ing of two one-bedroom flats.

11 Southern Road, N2

Erection of single storey front and
rear extensions, reconfiguration
and refurbishment of interior,
and installation of new low front
boundary wall.

23 Western Road, N2

Erection of rear/front dormer
windowand insertion of three Velux
windows to front elevation.

Victim Support 0845 303 0900
East Finchley Safer Neighbourhood
Team 020 7161 9014

Help & Advice

Childline 0800 1111

Disability InfoService 02084466935 |

E.F. Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000
NSPCC 0800 800500
Rape & Sexual Abuse 0208683 3300
Relate 020 8447 8101
RSPCA Inspector 0300 1234 999
Samaritans
Refuge Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

----------J

General Advice.
Monday to Friday: 10am -
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm.

Legal Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.

Councillors’ Surgery.
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am

| Community Services

08457 909090 I

< Credit Union, Green Man Com-
munity Centre 020 8883 4916

« Careers advice, Green Man, Com-
munity Centre 020 8883 4916

+ Toy library, Muswell Hill 020
8444 0244/ 8489 8774

Raising awareness

of lupus

By Diana Cormack

Lupus sufferer Sippy Azizollah used the fact that it was
Lupus Awareness Month back in October to help people
learn more about this life-changing illness. As well as
making herself available to talk to interested parties, Sippy
provided leaflets and other relevant information includ-
ing a body chart showing sites that can be afflicted by
the disease. She sold fundraising merchandise connected
with the cause and also ran raffles at the venues of her
two events. More than £60 was raised at the Woodland
Medical Practice on Leopold Road and £80 at The Five
Bells public house on East End Road.

Sippy told THE ARCHER that
she was very grateful to Amy’s
store on the High Road, which
regularly raises money for
Lupus UK. She would also like
tothank the local shops and busi-

nesses that generously provided
raffle prizes and all those who
took part and helped with this
successful venture. For further
information about lupus, visit
www.lupusuk.org.uk

OSTEOPATHY

at
The Twyford Practice

Osteopathic consultation and treatments
in Fortis Green, N2.

Robin Kiashek,
Osteopath and Naturopath,
Bsc (Hons), Ost Med.,
N.D., M.R.N.

For appointments:
please phone 020 8815 0979

or visit:
www.robinkiashek.co.uk

for further information

*~ Tai Chi & Qigony
| / Wednesdays: 1.05-2.00pm

(Trial session: £5)
at East Finchley Methodist Church, 197 High Road, N2 8AJ.

James Drewe Is a qualified teacher and has been practising t'ai chi for 34 years.
He Is Vice—Chairman of the Longfei Taijiquan Association

Other classes (Tottenham Ct. Rd., Westminster, The City: www.taiji.co.u k

\emait jAMes@taiji.co.uk o 020-888 333 08 /
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Lifting of CPZ
restrictions thwarted

By Diana Cormack

At the end of October, following massive opposition
from residents and traders, Barnet Council scrapped
proposed plans to extend parking restrictions in East
Finchley’s controlled parking zones. At the same time
Councillor Andrew Harper, Cabinet Member for Envi-
ronment and Transport, announced that roads close to
the station with all-day parking restrictions would revert

to one hour a day.

The all-day restriction was
imposed when The Institute
moved to the High Road from
Hampstead Garden Suburb. It
was anticipated that an influx
of students would increase
demand for parking places,
but this has proved not to be
the case.

Some who live east of the
High Road and south of Fortis
Green were delighted with
Councillor Harper’s announce-
ment, having complained about
the all-day restrictions and
extra expenditure on visitor
vouchers since its inception.
However, their delight was
short-lived.

Another consultation

Apparently Cllr Harper was
advised that a so-called “pilot
scheme” prompted by The
Institute’s move had been intro-
duced as a temporary measure
inAugust2004. Barnet Council
made this permanent in Febru-
ary 2006. To change it would

require a statutory consultation
in the area concerned, which
could take up to six months
and would be costly.

This raises the question
why letters and emails already
submitted to Barnet by those
residents affected could not
be used to gauge opinion, thus
saving both time and money in
an era of restraint.

Pilot or permanent

But another question is puz-
zling locals with long memo-
ries. Following an appeal by
The Institute, adecisionreached
by the Planning Inspectorate in
November 2006 stated that in
October 2005 the council
undertook to review the CPZ.
Residents would like to know
what happened about this
review and how Barnet could
makethe “pilot scheme” perma-
nent within four months oftheir
undertaking and many months
before the Inspectorate came to
any decision.
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Red and grey by Tom Falk
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Buy your ArRcHER 2010 Calendar

It’s not too late to get your copy of THeE ArcHER Calendar 2010. There are 12 superb
shots of life in East Finchley to enjoy all year round.

The price is £5 and every
penny made will go to support
the work of the Bobath Centre
for Children with Cerebral

Palsy in East End Road. They
provide therapy, treatment and
emotional support for families
affected by this debilitating

Can you lend your

expertise?

A charity is looking for new volunteer trustees to help it
run its services. East Finchley Advice Service gives free
advice on debt, welfare benefits, employment, education,

Grace shows off her dolphin-friendly face at the Holy Trinity School fair.

Angelic voices and

family matters and consumer rights.

The organisation is look-
ing for new trustees to sit on
its management committee,
involving a two-hour meeting
about once a month.

Anyone with a vocational
background or knowledge of
legal, social, educational or
community matters would
be particularly welcome, as
would anyone with experience
of advising in the charity or
voluntary sector.

EFAS inits present form has

been serving the local commu-
nity for some 25 years. It also
runs alegal surgery, an employ-
menttraining programme, drug
and alcohol rehabilitation sup-
port and outreach projects for
senior citizens and carers.

If you can help, please
contact the manager Ruby
Joseph on 020 8444 6265 or
by email on help@efas.org.uk.
The charity is based in Church
Lane, N2, and its website is at
www.efas.org.uk.

condition.

Buy your calendar now

Thanks to all the local
traders who are selling the
calendar. You can buy it along
the High Road at the Black
Gull bookshop, Budgens, the
Cherry Tree gift shop, Kokos,
Lazooli, Tony’s Continental, as
well as the Lazy Sally kiosk in
Cherry Tree Wood and several
shops in East End Road. Look
out for Arcrer Calendar 2010
posters in shop windows.

Turn to page 11 and use our
form to order by post. Send us
your name and address, along
with payment, and the calendar
will be delivered straight to your
door. Delivery is free.

fabulous faces

Young singers in the Holy Trinity Primary School choir
stopped people in their tracks when they sang at the
school’s festive fair in December. The children’s voices
brought the main hall to a halt as they sang some seasonal
favourites old and new.

Face-painting, home-made food and Father Christmas’s grotto
were other firm favourites at the fair. Money raised from the event
goes to fund school equipment and special outings.

-:: EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL
:.' CONTRACTORS
Now in Stock:
All Types of Heating Panel Heaters
Convector Heaters & Fan Heaters

RIRES EREE L0cAL COUNCIL
APPROVED CONTRACTOR & RETAILER
For all your electrical needs in the home, _rcHener RoaD ‘
we turn up on time, guarantee our work Cono
and are unbeatable value.

(At rererd
115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk ™ ]

HUNTINGDON

Qavod HAIH

Nicky Sharp
Osteopathy Clinic

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture
All Major Insurers Accepted

For consultations and appointments:
Telephone: 020 8815 9433

260 East End Road
London N2 8AU

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

Josephines

HYPNOTHERAPY
SPIRITUAL HEALING

Fainsyh Biurim

Fasgismea Hyproirampa
Eowl Thoragat
wnc Spirtual Hesler
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EXPERTS IN CREATIVE FLORAL DESIGN

Pop in to see our new range of hand made
sculptures from Indonesia
as well as our gifts from far afield

www.josephinesflowers.co.uk

Tel: 020 8444 9569/020 8883 3598 60 High Rd, East Finchley, London N2 9PN
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Out with the old, in
with the new

By Sergeant Andy Matthews

January is the time to reflect
on achievements, and to plan
what’s still to be done. In 2010, we’ll be concentrating
on burglary and vehicle crime. Look out for information
on setting up new Neighbourhood Watches and a DNA
protective marking scheme. And you might see us start

SAFER
NEIGHEOURHOODS

LAl FHICE. LOFC L KRR

Farewell to Lincoln Parade

This picture, taken by Martin Addison, shows the last few days of Lincoln Parade,
demolished two months ago to make way for a building development.

The demolition work revealed
the size of the space behind the
parade on the corner of Lincoln
Road and High Road and briefly
uncovered the fascia for Finchley
Pet Stores, which traded for 40
years before closing in 2002.

One of the store’s regular cus-

patrolling on bicycles.

Crime down

Last year, total crime in
East Finchley fell by 6%. The
team seized £10,000 worth
of Class A and B drugs. We
made 16 arrests, including
three for burglary and three
for robbery. Five drug search
warrants were executed, and
two for dangerous dogs. Four
anti-social behaviour contracts
were issued.

Six youths were referredtoa
Targeted Youth Scheme, to help
prevent them from embarking
on a life of crime. Two PCSOs
worked with young people to
stop them offending.

We improved the way
we share intelligence about
anti-social behaviour with
housing associations, so we
can now tackle it better. A
civil injunction was taken
out on a persistent and pro-
lific offender, which bans
them from particular places.
This had a big impact on local
crime levels.

On patrol

We played a big part in
setting up the Shield Project,
a borough-wide scheme pro-
tecting vulnerable elderly
people. We also set up static
patrols in places like the tube
station and Viceroy Parade at
busy times, so we can talk to
residents and learn about com-
munity issues.

The team now has a full
complement of staff, with four
new officers joining us since |
started here in February: Eddie
Man, Eddie Rose, Dora Theod-
orou, and Sam Hedger. Thanks
for all your support. We wish
you a happy and crime-free
year.

The Safer Neighbourhood
office is at 113 East Finchley
High Road, N2 8AG. You can
phone us on 020 7161 9014 or
07887 632767, email us at Eas
tFinchley.snt@met.police.ukor
talk to the Police Community
Support Officers (PCSOs) you
see on patrol.

The demolition crews move into Lincoln Parade.Photo Martin Addison
Write to us at THE ArcHER, PO Box 3699, London N2 8JA, or
email the-archer@lineone.net

tomers was the Sultan of Brunei,
resident of The Bishop’s Avenue,
whose staff took large monthly
deliveries of cat and rabbit food,
along with fish food for the royal
carp.

Do you have memories of the
pet store, or perhaps of getting a
hair cut at the Gents’ Hairdressers
almostnextdoor? Letus know your
Lincoln Parade memories and we’ll
publish them in a future issue.

Keith John of Contact waiting on table at the Christmas meal.

Photo by Diana Cormack.

Contact at Christmas

By Keith John

Knowledge grows on tree

A love of books and reading is a top priority at
Tudor School. On Tuesday 24 November, the
school opened its new library. This calm, quiet
space is called the ‘Tree of Knowledge’.

Jude Stone, co-headteacher, said: “Developing a
love of reading is paramount to improving the chances
our children have for a better future. We are so happy
to have a new space for reading in peace and quiet,
a place where they can discover new authors, enter
imaginary worlds and extend their learning.”

Robert McCulloch-Graham, director of children’s
services at Barnet Council, was on hand to cut the ribbon
to the library. Also present was Jonny Zucker, author
of'the popular Max Flash novels, who has worked with
the school regularly over the past two years.

Mr Zucker spent the day reading to all the chil-
dren in the school from the very youngest in Nursery
to the eldest in Year 6. The opening ceremony was
videoed and then watched by the whole school, who
assembled in the main hall to join in the celebration.
Waterstones in Barnet donated new books for the

meh the Tree of Knowk

Robert McCulloch-Graham Director of
Children’s Services opens the new library.

children to enjoy.

East Finchley
Good old-

fashioned
food

More than 100 senior
citizens enjoyed old time

For more
please contact
Tel: 8883 1544 (M

Just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Sunday Mornings at 10.30 am

Visitors always welcome

Baptist Church

information
the Church Office
inister: Simon Dyke)

lunches and dinners of
boiled bacon, carrots and
pease pudding in acommu-
nity project sponsored by
Budgens East Finchley.

east finchley

East Finchley Neighbourhood Contactheld its Christmas
lunch atthe Green Man Community Centrein December,
a splendid turkey dinner with all the trimmings that was

The old-fashioned meals
were served to great acclaim
atthe Age Concern Ann Owen
Centre in Oak Lane, the Green

SIS

expert general & cosmetic dentistry

much enjoyed by all who attended.

Contact serves lunch every
Tuesday at the Green Man
Centre, and also serves a
special lunch of halal food for

New members are always
welcome so if you would like
more details phone Keith John
on 020 84441162 or go to

Man Centre, Strawberry Vale,
and Paul Byrne House on the
Thomas More estate. Demand
was high, with an overwhelm-
ing number of requests to do

(this includes x-ray

Muslim ladies on Wednesdays.  www.efncontact.org

A friendly welcome awaits you

EAST FINCHLEY METHODIST CHURCH

197 High Road, London N2 (opp. Creighton Ave.)
tel: 0208 346 1700 www.eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk

Sunday service at 10.30 a.m.
With Creche and Junior Church

Worship Music Social events Toddler Group Wheelchair friendly
e-mail: info@eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk Room hire tel:020 8444 9887

it again soon.

Budgens say they are
grateful to local people for
their support during and
after the recent alterations to
their High Road store and are
open to ideas for sponsoring
or assisting events for all age
groups in the community.

The store will once again
be a sponsor of the East
Finchley Festival this summer
and regularly donates to the
Finchley Community Devel-
opment Trustand Contact East
Finchley.

EXEMPT PATIENTS AND |
CHILDREN UNDER 18 ARE FREE |

new [\'/7H listnow open

member of the
BDA and the BDHF

smile with confidence

020 8444 3436

o PR
BDA  UZ)) fusl bisi
\_/.’

144 The High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED
www.eastfinchleysmiles.co.uk
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Coffin campaign for

financial justice

A group campaigning for a fair deal for Equitable Life
policyholders took its ongoing fight to Westminster when
hundreds of former and current members petitioned
their MPs to continue to support their call for compen-
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sation.

At its height Equitable Life
had about 1.5 million investors
across the UK of whom some
5,300 live in the four north
London constituencies of
Finchley and Golders Green,
Enfield Southgate, Enfield North
and Chipping Barnet. Finchley
and Golders Green accounts for
approximately 2,070.

Justice urged for

dwindling numbers

Roy Finchett, an East
Finchley resident and chairman
oftherecently-formed Equitable
Members Action Group North
London action committee, said
on average 15 Equitable inves-
tors die every day and for them
justice willneverbeserved. The
group carried coffins to make

their point.

Each speaker at the event
pledged their unequivocal
support to ensure the Govern-
ment implements in full the
findings of the Parliamentary
Ombudsman’s Second Report
published during the summer
of 2009. This report recom-
mended compensation to all
Equitable policyholders for
the loss of investments and
income caused by maladmin-
istration by financial regulators
in the 1990s.

The meeting at Methodist
Central Hall attracted over
400 Equitable investors, and
was addressed by MPs Vince
Cable, David Davis, Fabian
Hamilton, Daniel Kawczynski
and Dr Tony Wright.
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Roy Finchett, left, at the Equitable Members Action Group protest in
Westminster.

The Kaos choir giving it their all at the Royal Festival Hall. Photo courtesy Suzy Davies.

Big year ahead for deaf and
hearing choir

The ground-breaking Kaos choir is kicking off 2010 with the release of a new CD and
a DVD recording of their latest ultra-catchy songs.

With titles like Groovy
Granny, Respect and Crazy
Hairdresser, Kaos songs all start
with ideas from the children in
the choir and are written to be
performed in sign language as
well as song. Moving On is a
particularly touching number
about leaving behind your
primary school friends to take
the big step up into secondary
school.

Lastyearwasnotan easy one
for Kaos, with funding hard to
comeby. But2010is the choir’s
15" birthday year and promises
to be an exciting one.

There are plans for big con-

certs and events, and
the choir is getting
celebrity support
from TV and stage
actress Josette Simon,
who says: “There is
no other choir like it.
The songs are witty
and moving and
they’re a celebration
of creativity.”

With 200 deaf
and hearing mem-
bers already, rang-

Choir members exude energy and happiness.
Photo courtesy Suzy Davies.

Re-dedication at All Saints

By Daphne Chamberlain

“All good music draws the soul upward after a wonderful manner. Many people here
are happy to have their souls bewitched by music.” Who said that? Father Christopher
Hardy of All Saints Church, Durham Road, speaking at Mass last month.

Hetold THE ARCHER, “We are
very fortunate to have a mag-
nificent shrine to St Cecilia in
our church, which we are re-
dedicating”.

St Cecilia is the patron saint
of music, making it very fitting
that she should be associated
with the venue of the annual
East Finchley Arts Festival.

Festival organiser Geoffrey
Hanson and internationally

famous poet Fleur Adcock
both worship at All Saints.
Fleur wrote a sonnet asking
for inspiration for everyone
involved in the art of music
and Geoffrey set this to music
for the choir to sing.

The sonnet particularly
mentioned instrument makers,

which was another fitting touch.
The re-dedication date was 13
December, the birthday of
the late Dietrich Kessler, cel-
ebrated maker and restorer of
viols. Dietrich’s widow, the viol
player Jane Ryan, who also wor-
ships at the church, was there
with their family.

ing in age from four to 18, Kaos
is always open to new recruits.
They have weekly song work-
shops and singing sessions at
locations in Muswell Hill,

Find out more about
Kaos or buy their recordings
and sheet music by visiting
www.thekaos.org. All profits
go towards the choir’s annual

Hornsey and Highgate. fundraising target of £10,000.

Cree Godfrey Wood

Solicitors
Commissioners for Oaths
Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm.
email:admin@creegodfreyandwood. co.uk
28 High Road, London N2 9PJ
Tel: 020 8883 9414 / 9496 / 0989

www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper

Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk
Call John m.mi

0773 851 4406

GEMINI PHOTOGRAPHIC
Camera sales and repair centre

Set of 6 ID or Passport photos: adults
and children @ £3.99 babies @ £5.00
Telescope sale now on plus special offers
on selected items, come in and see!

Used cameras purchased and sold.
Repair problem? See the technician
for an estimate, Fri/Sat 10.30~6.00

58 High Road. East Finchley. N2 9PN. 020 8883 6152.

eastfinchleyciinic

Wendy Longworth & Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety of treatments at the
clinic, or off-site, in patients homes, nursing
homes, private hospitals and other organisations.

m Back Pain m Arthritis

® Neck Pain B Tennis Elbow

® Whiplash Injury B Sprain or Strain
B Sciatica B Rehabilitation
m Sports Injury ® Neurological

B Frozen Shoulder m Stroke

www.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

ﬂq)Gentlemens Barbers

Thank all their customers for a successful year.
50 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9PJ
t: 0208 815 5557

East Finchley Clinic
2-3 Bedford Mews

020 8883 5888

FAX: 020 8444 8874

Bedford Road
London N2 9DF

Finchley Carpet Cleaner

e Professional Carpet Cleaning

¢ Oriental Rug Cleaning
¢ Stain Removal WW

¢ Also We Do Removals
Tel: 020 8815 9508 Mob: 07930177510

Do you suffer with bowel problems?
Cecilia Holmes R.G.N. R.C.T. is a trained nurse and colonic therapist.
She can help.

Colonic Hydrotherapy treatments help with .B.S. Constipation, headaches
and candida problems. After a colonic you will have better energy levels.

Alternatively home visits are available to administer herbal enemas and massage,
a gentler, but longer route to cleansing the bowel, but just as effective.

tel: 07533 750 400 or 020 8444 8702

email: colonicscc@yahoo.co.nz
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That was the

It was the year of guerrilla gardening, swine

fundraising

for the Phoenix and controversy over street lights, parking
and plans for the pavilion. Read all about it in our review of

2009. .

January

The Phoe-
nix Cinema
begins its £1
million fund-
raising drive in
earnest after
gaining plan-
ning consent
to add a glass-
fronted café
and terrace
bar to the front
of the building.
They hope to
be granted money from the Herit-
age Lottery Fund for the project,
whichwill also see the 100-year-old
cinema auditorium renovated toits
1930s art deco glory.

Residents in Summerlee
Gardens clear up after being
left with bulging recycling boxes
for nearly three weeks because
no one bothered to collect their
rubbish. Surrounding roads were
cleared but Summerlee Gardens
suffered without collections fol-
lowing the introduction of the new
blue recycling boxes for plastics,
cardboard and tins.

Vandals spray paint graffiti on
tree trunks and the Lazy Sally Café
in Cherry Tree Wood. The damage
on the trees ran from the entrance
opposite East Finchley station all
the way up the main pathway to
Highgate Woods. Barnet Councilis
quick to clean up the damage.

=

=

January: Year 6 pupils at Martin Primary School
produce their own newspaper called The Martin.
Photo by Helen Drake.

Actors Dame Judi Dench and
Daniel Day Lewis spend five days
at the Phoenix Cinema filming
scenes for the movie Nine, which
tells the story of film director Guido
Contini.

THE ARcHER launches its brand
new website. You can read the
latest issue online and explore our
archive of stories going as far back
as 1997 at www.the-archer.co.uk.

February

The 263 bus route from High
Barnet through East Finchley to
Archway is given a longer route
down part of Holloway Road. The
East Finchley Bus Watch group
claims the added congestion atthe
southernend of the route may make
frequency andreliability worse than
itis already. They continue to cam-
paign for increased frequency or
for the 17 route to be extended
beyond Archway to run through
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Llegant and inspired gifts for all oee

172, High Road, East Finchley N2 9 AS
Jel: 020 8883 4369

info@thecherrytreeuk.co.uk www.thecherrytreeuk.co.uk

year that was

East Finchley and terminate at
North Finchley.

Twodays of heavy snow sweep
across the country and leave the
capital at a virtual standstill. The
Northernline stops working for East
Finchley commuters and the buses
are put out of action. Cherry Tree
Wood is full of snowmen and the
streets are full of snowball fights.

DanielaAntoinette, of Prospect
Ring, becomes the youngest-ever
winner of a Barnet Community Vol-
unteer Award for her unpaid work
helping at the Monday Youth Club
in East Finchley. Five other volun-
teers atthe club are also rewarded
with certificates.

Residents in the Church Lane
area gear up again to fight plans
to place three mobile phone masts
in the bell tower of Holy Trinity
Church. The plan reappeared
after being withdrawn in 2007.

March

Barnet Council announces
that it plans to withdraw resident
wardens from sheltered accommo-
dation. Thisis seenas abody blow
by many senior citizens, who say
replacement ‘floating’wardens are
no substitute for someone based
permanently on site.

Hundreds of people break fun-
draising records when they take
part in the annual Big Fun Walk,
stepping out from East Finchley
station through London’s parks
to Westminster, just under eight
miles away.

Barnet Councilannounces that
Cherry Tree Wood s to beincluded
in a bid to the Civic Trust for Green
Flag status.

Princess Anne visits the Phoe-
nix Cinema for a special screening
of a film showing the work of dis-
ability charity Sense. She is the
patron of the charity, which works
with deafblind people.

Marathon runners from East
Finchley include Victoria Daven-
port, of Durham Road, running her
fourth marathon and raising funds
for Kids Company, and Julia Law-

P J r
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May: Members of the Phoenix Cinema’s Kids
Club are treated to a special screening of a film

put together by the presenters of Blue Peter
as part of a challenge to make a movie in 24

hours. Photo by Jodi Warren,

rence, of Richmond
Road, running her
first and raising
funds for Noah's
Ark  Children’s
Hospice.

April

North London
Hospice puts out
a call for donations
and financial help
to see it through
the recession.
The hospice in
Woodside Avenue, N12, serves
patients and their families from
across Barnet, Enfield and Harin-
gey and needs to raise most of its
£5 million annual running costs
through voluntary donations.

Film director Tom Hooper,
who was raised in Finchley,
releases his movie The Damned
United to critical acclaim. The film
stars Michael Sheen and gives a
fictional account of Brian Clough’s
doomed 44-day reign as manager
of Leeds United.

Barnet Council promises to
sendoutthe results ofits survey on
the East Finchley controlled park-
ing zones. They say all residents
and commercial premises affected
should know the outcome some
time in May. The results
areactually releasedthree
months later in August.

Members of the North
London Chorus combine
singing with slimming
when they go on a col-
lective weight-loss drive.
Cutting out biscuits at
rehearsal tea breaks
helps them lose spare
inches and raises money
for Diabetes UK.

May

A major street light
replacement programme
gets under way in East
Finchley. Many residents
complain that lights are
relocated too close to driveways
or bedroom windows.

Seven-year-old Jack Brown
loses his four-year battle with
neuroblastoma. Hundreds of
people had raised
money for the Barnet
youngster to have
pioneering treatment
in America. Jack
passes away in hos-
pital with his parents
Yvonne andRichard,
brother Connor and
sister Rhian at his
bedside.

Helen, Joel and
Andy from Blue
Peter take over the
Phoenix Cinema
to screen a movie
they made in just
24 hours. The Me

June: Master of ceremonies Antigua Joe and

young fan Fin from Martin Primary School
enjoyed the music and entertainment at
the hugely-successful East Finchley Festival.
Photo by Sylvie Clarke.

. Vanilla Skies Hypnothcrapg

Need help with those New Year's Resolutions?

I'm a qualified hypnotherapist & counsellor able to assist
with a wide range of issues;

*Confidence Building *Weight Control *Public Speaking
*Phobias & Fears *Anxiety *Stress *Stop Smoking *Depression

There are many other areas hypnotherapy can help with.
Whatever the issue I offer a free initial consultation.

Samantha Lawton.BA.Dip.Hyp
Tel: 07976 932631 Simms Gardens, East Finchley.
www.vanillaskieshypnotherapy.com

ebruary: Six inches of snow overnight meant
a day off work and a day off school for many.
Photo by Andrew Louth.

and My Movie challenge is a joint
venture with Baftaand BBC Learn-
ing. Young critics fromthe cinema’s
Kids Club vote it a hit.

Technical problems with Barnet
Council's parking permit systems
drive residents to distraction.
Applicants are left hanging on
phone lines for hours and the
automated online system fails to
work. The council’s parking call
centre goes into meltdown as a
backlog of thousands of permit
requests builds up.

The knocking of wooden
poles and the sound of bells is
heard around East Finchley when
the Westminster Morris Men tour
N2, stopping off at several of our
pubs to perform their traditional
dances.

June

The team at the Phoenix
Cinema celebrate when their
ambitious project to restore the
glory of the 100-year-old building
wins more than £600,000 in lottery
cash. The award kicks offapush to
find the final £200,000 needed for
the restoration work to begin.

Swine flu cases are reported
in the area. Two schools in Hamp-
stead Garden Suburb are forced to
close temporarily and cases are
reported at Holy Trinity Primary
School in East Finchley.

Barnet Council confirms it will
go ahead with its controversial
proposal to axe residential war-
dens in sheltered accommoda-
tion. They will be replaced with
a 24-hour alarm system and a
team of ‘floating’ wardens. The
decision causes dismay for many
elderly residents.

Commonwealth Games bronze
medallist athlete Kristian Thomas,
20, performs a forward roll over six
pupils and one teacher when he
visits Tudor Primary School, N3,
as part of a scheme to encourage
children to get active.

Long Lane Pasture enters
a new era when campaigners
succeed in leasing the land from
Barnet Council on a 25-year pep-
percornrent. The pasture opens to
the public on weekend days and
continues to develop as a major
conservation project.
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July: East Finchley art director
Victor Martinez takes tea on the
Trafalgar Square plinth on the first
day of Anthony Gormley's public
art project, which sees a different
occupant on the plinth every hour
round the clock for the next 100
days.

July

Plans for transforming the
derelict pavilion in Cherry Tree
Wood are displayed at a public
consultation meeting. Lazy Sally
Café owner Sally-Anne Wigfield
aims to turn the pavilion into a
not-for-profit community and well-
being centre. Opponents say the
idea is not suitable for the location
and argue that the site should be
returned to natural woodland.

It is announced that Finchley
Memorial Hospital will be demol-
ished to make way for a planned
new hospital on Bow Lane playing
fields, North Finchley.

The East Finchley Village
Residents Association goes from
strengthtostrength asitcampaigns
on traffic and social issues in the
Church Lane area and beyond.

East Finchley tube station is
70 years old. Lord Ashfield, then
chairman of London Transport,
hosted an opening day party on
3 July 1939, arriving in a special

train from Archway. This was
followed by lunch at the newly-
reconstructed White Lion Hotel,
next to the station.

August

The long-awaited results of
the July 2008 questionnaire into
parking in East Finchley are finally
revealed. Barnet Council proposes
to change Monday to Saturday no-
parking hours around the High
Road from just one hour per day
to eight and a half hours per day.
Local traders and residents claim
this will drive away shoppers and
throttle businesses in the High
Road.

Around 30 adults and children
arelockedin Cherry Tree Wood for
two hours when the mobile park
unit shuts the gates without warn-
ing anyone to leave. Mothers and
children are trapped as darkness
descends and are freed only when
the fire brigade arrives. Barnet
Council apologises and says the
keyholder has been ‘spoken to’.

Allotment holders in Fortis
Green battle to save their plots.
Thames Water wants to sell the
land where local people have
grown fruit and vegetables for 80
years. Campaigners win time to
fight the sell-off.

Guerrilla gardening takes offin
East Finchley. Flowers appear in
a small plot close to the tube sta-

August: Guerilla gardeners
brighten up a bleak spot near
East Finchley tube station. Photo
by Diana Cormack.
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Support your local charity

Make your new year's resclution 1o support your
local charity. Find out how you can help at:

www.bobath.org.uk
or call Sarah on

020 8444 2275

tion and a group of enthusiastic
volunteers starts to plan more
planting projects.

status as a premier park. Seven
other Barnet parks are success-
ful. However, Cherry Tree is one

September: Tottenham Hotspurs Academy star player Dean Parrett,
centre, and coach Tony Parks, right, watch Martin Primary School

team triumph in a special
by Shane Vincent.

September

Protests mount against the
proposed parking changes in
East Finchley and more than
2,000 people sign a petition call-
ing on the council to scrap the new
restrictions.

Wendy Hallett, who runs retail
clothing business Hallett Retail
from N2, is named Innovator of
the Year in the Specsavers every-
woman in Retail Awards.

Muswell Hillbecomes one of 10
neighbourhoods in London to be
given funding of up to £400,000 to
become a Low Carbon Zone.

Comedy comes to the High
Road when Cecilia Holmes
stages her Whistle and Wink
Comedy Show at the Finchley
Youth Theatre. Shortly afterwards,
regular comedy nights open atthe
Old White Lion pub, next to the
station, and The Alexandra pub
in Fortis Green.

October

People power wins the day
when Barnet Council announces
thatitis scrapping its proposals to
widen parking restrictions around
the High Road. Letters of protest,
a petition and a stormy residents’
forum all persuade the council to
make its U-turn. However, there
is disappointment that the all-day
parking restrictions in roads close
to The Institute may not be lifted
without a further lengthy consulta-
tion exercise.

A special inter-school football
tournament is staged on Stanley
Road playing field to highlight the
ongoing campaign to save the
open space as a leisure facility for
the community, rather than being
sold off for housing development.
Tottenham Hotspurs Academy
player Dean Parrett and coach
Tony Parks lend their support.

Cherry Tree Wood falls one
point short of winning Green Flag

soccer tournament on Stanley Field. Photo

of 11 parks nominated to receive
new play equipment.

Teacher Anna Finn, of Manor
Park Road, goes intotraining to run
ten marathons in ten days around
Lake Windermere. She also aims
to become the youngest woman to
have completed 100 marathons.

the Bus Watch campaign’s long-
running request for another bus
service along the High Road may
be parked.

An application to increase
the size of the planned medical
centre development on the site
of the garden centre in East End
Road is blocked because it does
not comply with the London Plan
fornew developmentsandbecause
sustainabilityissues have notbeen
fully addressed.

The Fortis Green Community
Allotments Trust continues with its
fundraising campaign to buy the
land from Thames Water, after
winning a stay of execution on a
public sale.

LincolnParade, onthe corner of
Lincoln Road and the High Road,
is demolished and cleared.

December

Plans are announced to give
walkers easier access to Coldfall
Wood and Muswell Hill playing
fields. Gates and pathsin the wood
will be improved and a new bridge
built overthe stream. Access to the
field will be better signposted for
pedestrians but made harder for
nuisance motorbike riders.

Residents close to
the High Road and Fortis
Green continue their fight
to get their all-day parking
restrictions lifted. They are
concerned thata public con-
sultation exercise would take
six months or more and cost
too much money.

Local artist Mari I’Anson
launches her Finchley
Sketchbook, capturing

October: Mam Spencer fulfils a lifelong  some of the quirkiest and

dream to run her own restaurant when she
and her son Ben Henham take over the

Thai Kitchen at Maddens pub.
Photo by John Lawrence.

November

Archie, the statue atop
East Finchley station, is
chosen by public vote to be
Barnet's landmark for the
2012 London Olympics. He
will be featured alongside
other London icons on a
series of pin badges to go
on sale in 2010.

Transport for London
announces a severe cut in
its budget, raising fears that

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meat
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,

Fortis Green, London N10
Tel. 020 8883 5303

TELEPHONE FAUITS REPAIRED

50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc
HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY
LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT - TESTED & REPAIRED

email:

Call RON COLLINS 0208 883 9325 * 07748 278728
roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk

dragana_savcic@hotmail.com

Counselling and Psychotherapy - Space for Thinking

Experienced NHS Practitioner - supervised
Provides confidential therapy dealing with depression, anxiety,
trauma, abuse, relationship issues and many more...
Offers short and long term therapy.
Free initial consultation and competitive rates.
tel: 020 8292 9480

mob: 077 3955 8155

most handsome buildings
in Finchley.

November: Archie becomes
a London icon for the 2012
Olympic Games. Photo by Rob
Steinberger
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Do you want to sell your old stuff
on eBay and turn it into cash?
Are you mystified or worried?

Let me help you whether it's a car

(we usually get better

than dealer prices)
unwanted items such as cameras,
computers, jewellery, furniture
or even designer clothes.
I work on a no sell no fee basis.
Why not email or
call me for a free chat.
Tony Joseph

07957 494573 - 0208 883 7296

e:- tonyjoseph99@yahoo.co.uk
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knocks them for six

Dai
By DianaSCo}r’mack

Thirteen-year-old Daisy
Moore has had another suc-
cessful cricketseason. During
the past year she was selected
for teams in a higher age
bracket and was also the sole
female in two local sides. Her
prowess at batting and bowl-
ing proved to be the turning
point on many occasions.
Daisy, of Cromwell Close,
won Finchley Under 13 Girls’
award for best batter and made
herfirsthalfcentury inaninnings
of 51 not out. She also scored a
hat trick with the first three balls
shebowled intheirmatch against
Underhill CC. She played for
Middlesex Under 15 Girls and
opened the bowling for Gunners-
bury Women’s 2™ eleven.
Daisy was the only girl in
Finchley Boys’” Under 13 team,

batting at number four to help
them reach the finals of the
under-13 knock-out cup. Also
in the team were local boys
Luke Chater, Ferdinand Hunter
(captain) and Ross Sutcliffe.

All-round sportswoman

Playing for her father Rob-
ert’s N2 side, Daisy dismissed
some very experienced male
cricketers.

As well as succeeding at
cricket Daisy has won the
Barnet Indoor Rowing Cham-
pionship in her age group for
the past two years, representing
Hendon School. Despite being
an August baby and therefore
nearly a year younger than most,
she gained twelfth place in the
National Junior Indoor Rowing
Championships. Now Saracen
Rugby Club is looking at Daisy
for their ladies team.

Daisy Moore. Photo by Diana
Cormack

Manorside news

In December, Manorside School’sinfant
production of The Nutcracker blew the
audience away with its heady mix of
dance, fabulous costumes, singing and

storytelling.

After a term of visits to theatres and cin-
emas, the seasonal festivities started with the
whole school attending The Life and Adven-
tures of Santa Claus at artsdepot. Christmas
parties took place throughout the school, while
Santa stopped by his Manorside grotto for a
slice of cake (and to see the children, of course)
and to celebrate this year’s great SATs results

and value-added scores.

Kumon offers Free Trial for limited period only!

Your kids deserve the best chance in life
- with Kumon they get just that.

Enrol your child at your local Kumon Maths and
English study centre between 21 January and
20 February 2010 for a two-week Free Trial.

For further information call 020 8368 1084 or
email finchleyeast@kumoncentre.co.uk

NORTH:-LONDON

HOSPLCE

Peged Tharity S 2R

IF YOU HAVE A PLACE IN NEXT YEAR'S VIRGIN LONDON MARATHON AND
WANT TO RUN FOR A GREAT CAUSE JOIN OUR MARATHON TEAM 2010

LAST YEAR'S MARATHON RUNNERS RAISED £43,000

THERE'S NO MINIMUM SPONSORSHIP, JUST RAISE AS MUCH
AS YOU CAN!

THE NORTH LONDON HOSPICE PROVIDES SPECIALIST CARE
WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AT HOME AND IN OUR IN-PATENT UNIT
Contact Azey in Fundraising on 020 8446 2288
or asiddiqui@northlondonhospice.co.uk

North London Hospice
47 Woodside Avenue, North Finchley, London N12 8TF

Review: The Life and

Adventures of Santa Claus

By Helen Drake

Apetulantteenage Father Christmas enacted
on stage is something you should not miss!
The Life and Adventures of Santa Claus was
a thoroughly charming, amusing artsdepot
show that received a big thumbs-up from
my children, aged 8 and 10.

With echoes of The Wizard of Oz (not surprising
as it is based on a book by the same author, L.Frank
Baum), the orphaned Claus, meaning “little one”,
grows up in the enchanted forest with nymphs and
other immortals until he strikes out on his own journey

of self-discovery.

Onthe way he meets the Fairy
of Song who bears a remarkable
likeness to Stacey from The X
Factor and the bad boy Jack
Frost.

In a Damascene moment our
young Claus decides that “every
manshouldleavetheearthabetter
place than when he was born”. In
his quest to fulfil this aspiration
the origins of all our Christmas
traditions are revealed: hanging
up our stockings (it saves time)
and coming down the chimney
(whoanswers the doorinthe dead
of night?)

The reindeer, Flossie and
Glossie, are the grumpiest you’ll
ever meet; and rich, demanding
Bessie Blythsome is a finely-
drawncomiccreation(‘“‘whereare
my people?”’) who would bring a
smiletothe face ofany Scroogein
your entourage. Verdict from this
family: it’s a seasonal classic.

Fortismere pilots new

school day

By Noah Style, Year 10, Fortismere School
Last term, after consulting with parents, Fortismere
School piloted a new school day running from 8.35am

to 3pm.

As a student there, I found
the first week in November
rather strange, getting into the
habit of different lesson times;
sotoo did the teachers. Now, the
new day seems normal.

It brings both good and bad
with it. The obvious advantage
to students is finishing earlier
than other schools; it is like
rolling back the years to nurs-
ery, with an early finish. This
carly end allows us more time
to socialise, do homework and
attend regular twilight sessions
(catch-up lessons for GCSE
years).

Like many other pupils at
the school, I find that the new
break and lunchtime are too
short. During break, if you need
to walk from one wing to the
other to get to your next lesson,
that’s your break finished! The
lunch break also is too short,
being only 40 minutes, so there
is not much time to catch up
with friends, especially if you
are queuing for lunch.

Extra-curricular impact

Although the short lunch
may not be considered to affect
the school routine, it does actu-

ally have a large impact on the
lunch clubs and music groups.
There is considerably less time
for sports at lunch, taking into
account that you must change
into kit and eat.

Music groups such as the
orchestra and choir also suffer,
and often run over into the reg-
istration period. Some groups,
therefore, are forced to meet
after school (as well as during
lunch), to make up for lost time
and to prepare for concerts.

So, to summarise, for an
individual who is not actively
involved with extra-curricular
activities in the school, the posi-
tives probably do outweigh the
negatives. But for those attend-
ing twilight sessions or other
activities, the day just seems
longer, though the after-school
activities do finish earlier than
they would have done previ-
ously.

There will be another ques-
tionnaire sent out by the school
following the pilot to find out
whether or not parents, and
more importantly students,
want to continue with this
new day.

Brookland School children get ready to skip. Photo by Ziz Chater

School goes skip-tastic

Children at Brookland Infant and Nursery School in
Hampstead Garden Suburb got out their skipping ropes
for a Skip-a-Thon to raise money for the BBC’s Children
in Need.

Allthe pupils involved had taken skipping lessons in the spring
term and had been practising their skills during the summer term.
This event gave them the opportunity to put them to the test.

Each class took turns to skip

All Saints’ Church,

Durham Road, East Finchley
Church of England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.

Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,
on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and an
enthusiastic choir of both adults and children.
Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson on 020 8444 9214.

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

to music for five minutes. The
older children were particularly
competitive, each trying to be
the one to complete the most
skips at a time.

Teachers said the children
looked forward to fundrais-
ing events and they were
an important part of school
activities. Previously the
children have raised money
for Cystic Fibrosis and Marie
Curie Cancer care.

Sponsorship by friends and
family meant the Skip-a-Thon
raised more than £1,000 for
Children in Need, with the
highest amount raised by one
child being more than £70.
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KALASHNIKOV KULTUR

By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

A whole new decade

As Brown Gordon plummets towards a disused sewage farm
on the outskirts of Biggleswade, it’s time to welcome a new
decade. Some people ask what the next ten years will hold for
us all and if we can find a person to sum up the next decade
in the way Paris Hilton summed up the last one. Not me, I'm
going to take a mean and twisted look back at ten years of life,
death and Big Brother.

This was the decade that was iPods, broadband, Google, lies, damned
lies and Wikipedia. Atime for Big Brother, the rise and demise of Jade Goody,
the rise and rise of Ant 'n’ Dec, the rise and rise and rise of Simon Cowell and
the decline of taste. Jeremy Clarkson, the gerbil and the other one replaced
laddism with the charmless world of a minor public school and the Beckhams
proved that no taste is no barrier to fame and holding the front page.

This was the decade of endlessly rising house prices followed by the
crashing and burning of estate agents and the sudden realisation that a
house might actually be a home. The decade of escaping to the country
until your home goes under the hammer and you have to flog it if you don't
want some nutter with a TV crew on your doorstep asking if you want to
swap your wife.

This was the decade of global warming and super-pious people carbon
trading their Porsches by getting a Prius as well as a Hummer. The last time
to see polar bears before they move to Florida and buy Raybans.

Thiswas the decade when CCTV replaced free speech and when freedom
had to be protected by locking it up and hiding the key. The decade when
tourists got arrested for taking pictures of Buck House in case they were
terrorists rather than tasteless

This was the decade when the foot in the trough replaced the foot in the
mouth, your average local politician asked you to pay for his porno duck
house’s bell tower. The decade when the banks went bust and asked us to
give them money so that they could pay themselves bigger bonuses. This
was the decade when ‘we're all in it together’ ended with the poor paying
for the crass stupidity of the rich, the decade when brown turned out not to
be the new black.

This was the decade that it's time we forgot.

Scenes of Finchley

By Daphne Chamberlain

Local artist Mari I’Anson’s Finchley Sketchbook was launched officially at Waterstones,
North Finchley, last month, where it had already sold nine copies in a few days. This is a
book celebrating one of Mari’s great loves, and she thanked The Finchley Society for their

support in producing it.
Thebookincludes all areas of
Finchley, where Mari has lived
for40years, concentrating on the
different character of each area.
So the “village” around Church
Lane is covered as well as the
High Road. “I am passionate
about buildings,” she told us,
“and working on this, my own
book, has been what most illus-
trators only dream about.”
Spot your neighbours

She has sketched handsome
buildings, quirky buildings,
historical and modern buildings,
and sometimes ones which were
demolished shortly afterwards.
Therearealsoacoupleoforiginally
commissioned sketches of other
people’s favourite buildings.

Dotted round most pages
are sketches of people strolling,
shopping, working or playing.
Mari has drawn them from life,
so you might just recognise
yourself or a friend.

Deputy Mayor Hugh Rainer
was conducting his first book
launch, and The Finchley
Society’s David Smith took
the opportunity to suggest

Mari I'Anson with (centre) The Finchley Society’s David Smith and
Deputy Mayor Cllr Hugh Rayner, Photo by Daphne Chamberiain.

that Barnet might produce a
weekly newspaper all about
the arts. He also said that The
Finchley Society should make
people more aware of what is

going on in the arts world.
Mari I’Anson’s Finchley
Sketchbook, ISBN 978-0-
9543607-1-9, is published by
The Finchley Society at £15.

Review: An
By Fay Sanders

Pretty in pink

including children from 11 years old!

Bring this advert to your first session
and receive 50% discount on membership

Tuesday’s 5pm or 6.45pm
Call Natalie on 07889 252548 "%

East Finchley . ":ﬁ
Baptist Church Em:__;

Creighton Avenue s
East Finchley FREE

All ages welcome

Education

By Daphne Chamberlain
There is something to be
said for missing a film first
timeround, ifyou can catch
up with it at one of The
Phoenix special screen-
ings, with the bonus of a
question and answer ses-
sion with one of the film’s
makers.

The Q& A for An Education,
shown last month, featured
journalist Lynn Barber, who
wrote the memoir on which
the film was based. The teen-
age heroine of this film, set in
the early 1960s, was starring in
a chunk of Lynn’s own life, as
adapted for the big screen by
Nick Hornby.

Growing up fast

This account of a schoolgirl
seduced by a fatally attractive
man-about-town, who won
over her parents before herself,
is very true to its period, and it
steers clear of cliché.

The girl marked out for
Oxford listens to French songs
(“The 60s didn’t start until the
Beatles,”) baffles new friends by
rattling off snatches of French,
and yearns for a life of adult
sophistication.

Theactingwassuperb, evenif
Carey Mulligan’s portrayal of the
heroine was often soarrogant that
she lost a bit of sympathy. “But I
did behave badly at times,” said
Lynn, referring to her character’s
own dishonesty.

I'was intrigued to see that the

Customers visiting East Finchley beauty salon Es Vida
found themselves quite literally tickled pink. Festooned
with bright pink balloons and pink ribbons, the salon
wowed local residents with a charity eventin aid of breast
cancer research. Visitors could receive a pink manicure,
and walk away with the bottle of nail varnish, for £10 a

[

0844 897 8000

pop. All proceeds went to Cancer Research UK.

The eye-catching
window display of
enticing raffle prizes
was one of the star
attractions. Local
businesses clubbed
together to put their
classiest pink prod-
ucts up for grabs.
Featured amongst the
goodies on offer was
a trendy pink purse,
normally retailing at !
£105, from Kokos
shoe shop, a beauti-
ful bouquet of pink
flowers from Jose-
phines the florist and a bottle of
Crémant de Rosé¢ from Nicolas
wine stores in Crouch End.

The fundraising event wasthe
brainchild of salon receptionist
Johanna Maddock, 27. She said:
“My mother got the all-clear
from breast cancer a year ago,
so [ wanted to do something that
would raise awareness.”

In keeping with the Hispanic
flair of Es Vida, which moved
from Muswell Hill to East

Staff at Es Vida show off their pink goodies.
Photo by Fay Sanders.

Finchley in the summer, tortillas
(not pink) were on the menu, as
well as cupcakes with pink icing
and pink lemonade.

From pink to blue

Inspired by the new pink nail
varnish launched by US brand
OPI to support breast cancer
awareness, Johanna already has
her sights set on the salon’s next
change. OPI hasjustbroughtouta
blue coloured nail varnish, toraise
awareness for lung cancer.

I ']
Web Design 50% More Free

A Website represents your interests..
..and from £275 including Domain/Hosting!

much softer-seeming and more
hesitant older woman before us
actually had a roguish smile
identical to the young girl on
the screen.

info@andysweb.net

www.andysweb.net
| %

New Website, New Offers and Latest Tech!

07972 232 341

¥ |

Proteus Professional Cleaners

Making your fife easier

A

GEMERAL DOMESTIC AND OFFRCE CLEANTNG
CARPET WASHING -+ UPHOLSTERY
AFTER BUTLDERS CLEAMNG + SPRING CLEAN

WE WORR SEVEN DAYS A WEER AT VERY REASDRABLE RATES
FUILL K INSLARED L CUREPAN'F

For aquote call 07859 946 435

infos prateus-professonal deanens. ook

LL

SOLICI

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Would you like your family or friends to be able to help with
your finances or personal welfare as you get older?
LAYZELLS SOLICITORS
255 Muswell Hill Broadway, N10 1DG
have been practicing in this area for over 50 years.
Please ring our Sally Bentley on 020 8444 0202 if you would like
to discuss this further - home visits can be arranged if needed.

KF COMPUTERS & IMAGING
FUJIFILM DIGITAL
93 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, N2 8AG

02088159898

« LAPTOPS & PCs SALE & REPAIR
« CUSTOM BUILT COMPUTERS

* DATA RECOVERY/BACKUP

* REINSTALL SOFTWARES
 WIRELESS/WIRED NETWORKING
 ALL ACCESSARIES AVAILABLE

* SAME DAY SERVICE « QUANTITY DISCOUNTS

* FREE LAPTOP/PC CHECKUP « BEST QUALITY & PRICES

6 PASSPORT/ID PICTURES £4.99 ONLY

RICARDD RAARDS

e PHOTO PRINTS ANY SIZE
* CUSTOM SIZE AVAILABLE
o CANVAS PRINTS & MOUNTING
* DIGITAL CAMERAS & FRAMES
¢ ALBUMS TRI/MONO PODS
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Regular Events
SPORT & FITNESS

% Finchley & Hornsey Ramblers
Group Call Vivien 8883 8190

< Glebelands Indoor Bowls Club,
Summers Lane N12. New and
experienced bowlers welcome.

% Keep fit for the Retired on
Wednesdays, Christ Church N12.
Call Bridie 8883 5269

“Pilates in East Finchley, qualified
teacher. Contact Dee on 8883 7029
“Pilates class Wednesdays, 2.15-
3.15pm at Youth Theatre, N2. Ring
Penny Hill 8444 2882.

“Tae Kwon Do at The Green Man
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706

% Yoga, breathing & relaxation.
Weekly drop-in classes-N2, N6, N10.
Phone Judy on 07956 375607.

% Yoga, pregnancy yoga, meditation
classes. Call Sunnah 07941321772 or
see www.stretchingpeople.co.uk.

MUSIC, DANCE &
CREATIVE ARTS

% Art Classes. For info call Henry on
8888 5133.

+ Ballroom Dance Classes, Wednesday
eves for beginners & improvers . St
Mary’s Church Hall, N3. 8444 0280.
< Ballroom & Latin American Dance
Classes - beginners and Improvers. Wed &
Fri eve, Bishop Douglass Sch. 8207 2323.
+ Club Dramatika drama club forkids.
Call 8883 7110.

+ Creative writing classes in informal,
friendly atmosphere. Tel Sallie Rose
020 8444 7217.

% Drama Classes for 11-18 year olds.
Mondays at 6.30pm. Contact Carolyn
on 07905 481682

« East Finchley Writers Group, Weds
at the Old White Lion. Contact Carola
8883 5808 or Lilian 8444 1793.

% East Finchley Poetry Writing
Workshops. Monthly on Saturdays.
Contact Dennis Evans 8346 9528.

+¢ Finchley Jazz Club: Live jazz on Mon
4 & 18Janat8.15pm, WilfSlack Cricket
Pavilion, East End Rd, N3.

% Line dancing Tuesdays from
8.30pm at The Constitutional Club.
Call Maureen 8440 8530.

% Memory Lane Singing Club -
friendlysinging club meets every Friday
in Finchley. Call Valerie 8458 4508.
% Over 50s Tea Dance at Christ
Church, North Finchley. Every Weds,
Tpm. 020 8444 0280.

+ Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist
Church, Ballards La. Call 8888 4412.
+»Salsa lessons Mondays, EF Methodist
Church. Call Ronnie Raul 07958 605 773
e:ronnieraul@rocketmail.com

+ Street Dance every Tuesday at Old
Barn for children of various ages
Contact Lorna 07976 203669.

< Symphonic Wind Orchestra Contact
Caroline Egan 8340 2706

« Tap Dancefor children at Old Barn on
Mondays, Call Sharon 8349 4613
“+Traditional music at EF Constitutional
Club on 2nd Monday each month from
8.30 pm. Free to join in or just listen.

CLUBS & SOCIAL

“Bingo evening at the Constitutional
Club, The Walks, N2. Sundays at 8pm.
< Bingo Club Mondays 7-9 pm, Green
Man Centre, Contact: Jan 8815 5459
++ Contact Lunch Club Tuesdays at the
Green Man. Call 8444 1162 to book.
“*Dads’ Club: Get-togethers for dads
looking after young children in East
Finchley. Adam 07957 441435.

« EF National Childbirth Trust con-
tact Ruby Yang or Patrizia Canwell at
eastfinchleynct@googlemail.com

+* Finchley & District Philatelic Society,
Contact Brian 8444 3251

% Friendly Rubber Bridge on Weds
afternoons, call 7722 6209.

« Friends of Cherry Tree Wood www.
cherrytreewood.co.uk or 8883 7544.
< Highgate Film Society, call 8340
3343 or email: admin@hlsi.net.
“LGBT? 1st Weds every month in a
local pub. Relaxed and welcoming
atmosphere. Email efinchleylgbt@hot
mail.com for info.

+“ North London Bridge Club, Muswell
Hill. Contact 8348 3495

+ Jewish Friendship Club for over 60s,
Tuesdays 1-3pmatMuswell Hill Synagogue,
Tetherdown. Call Anita Shaw 8886 6140.
% Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge,
contact 8883 4390

< Old Barn pre-school club, contact
8349 4613/1961

+ Parent & Toddler Group, Green Man
Centre, Julia 8444 2276

% Probus Lunch Club for retired
professionals. Call John 8883 8114.
+“+Stepping Stones, interactive play session
for under 3’s. Karen 07957 278860.

An artsdepot
audience with Angela

By Diana Cormack
When she became the first woman to present BBC TV news
regularly, Angela Rippon was the subject of much media
comment. Despite this and her impressive career in radio
and television, she is famously remembered for her dance
routine with Morecambe and Wise in their 1976 Christmas
Show. Her lovely long legs kicked away the stuffy news-
reader image, a forerunner perhaps to performances by
today’s news teams on Children in Need.

Listening to her clear, crisp
tones as she told her life story
at artsdepot in November, it
seemed inevitable that Angela
would have become a presenter.
But there is much more to this
elegant and engaging lady than
having a voice that holds the
attention; she also possesses a
wealth of knowledge about her l
profession. As she told her large |
audience: “I didn’t go to univer-
sity and do a degree in Media
Studies. I learned on the job.”

A grounding in journalism

~ A

Angela Rippon. Photo courtesy
of the artsdepot.

E-mail your listings to:

What’s On...

Tuesday 12 January
e An evening lecture by Ken Marks on the archaeology of Anglo-Jewry in
London, The Drawing Room, Avenue House, East End Road, N3. Entrance
free. Hosted by the Hendon and District Archaeological Society.

Wednesday 13 January

e Crochet class, all materials and refreshments provided. Make beautiful gifts
and accessories after just one class. Starts 7pm at an East Finchley venue.
Call 07932 035325 for details or register online at www.omarama.co.uk.

Saturday 23 January

e Quizical Extravaganza at The Alexandra, Fortis Green, at 7.30. Raising
money for The Animal Hostel Trust. Big Prizes to be won!

e Spring Park Motel music evening at the East Finchley Constitutional Club,
The Walks, N2, showcasing acts from north London.

e Pavement Pounders at The Institute: Rembrandt and the Dutch Republic.
Meet at The Institute, East Finchley, for morning talk at 11am, then at The
National Gallery at 2pm. Enquiries: course tutors David or Maryanne on
0208340 7178 or www.pavementpounders.org.uk. Bookings: The Institute
on 020 8829 4141 quoting course reference 517.

Saturday 6 February

e Pavement Pounders at The Institute: We look at 20th Century British art.
Meet at The Institute for morning talk at 11am, then at Tate Britain at 2pm.
See above for contact details. Institute course reference 510.

What’s on at artsdepot

Art gallery: Ed Pien: Memento, Wednesday 13 January to Sunday 28 Febru-
ary, 12pm - 4pm. Sunday Buzz free lunchtime concert: Christian Brewer,
Sunday 17 January, 1pm. Stewart Francis: Tour De Francis, Thursday 21
January, 8pm. Folk in the Foyer free concert, Friday 29 January, 8.30pm.
John Bishop Elvis has Left the Building, Friday 5 February, 8pm.

the-archer@lineone.net

Having left her Plymouth
girls’ grammar school at 17,
Angelaspentthreeyears learning
every aspect of local newspaper
work. She became a West Coun-
try BBC radio journalist, then an
editor for Westward Television
before moving to London.

Angela feels she gained the
news reading position “purely
by chance” because she hap-
pened to be around when the
regular newscaster and his
male counterparts were all una-
vailable. Angela commentated

Review:
Organ delights

By Ken Carter

The All Saints’ Church
organitselfis amagnificent
beast, bombed out from
Clapham, given a home in
Durham Road and restored
in the 1990s.

Geoffrey Hanson put the
revived organ through its
paces. Usually, the organist is
a remote figure, hidden some-
where behind us. Here, onawide
screen right before our eyes, we
could see him throughout the
performance.

He chatted to us. We saw
his fingers leap along, over and
across three keyboards; we saw
his knees pound the pedals at his
feet. We heard the majesty and
swell we expected from Bach,
Handel and Boellman.

More of a surprise was a
light, tripping chorale prelude
from Oley, a Bach/Handel con-
temporary, a soft cradle song
from Vierné, an elegant cascade
from Saint-Saéns and the Purcell
Rondeau that Benjamin Britten
made famous.

Fittingly, the programme
ended with Geoffrey Hanson’s
own Rose Variations, seven
of them. The theme, ideal for
varying, had long phrases with
moments of syncopation and
chromaticism. Hanson’s explo-
rations were riveting and engag-
ing, some tersely fragmentary,
others smoothly meditative. We
ended, splendidly, with the Rose
of Advent flowering warmly.

on the Royal Wedding in 1981
and the only downturn in her
award-winning career appears
to be a brief involvement with
launching TV-am the follow-
ing year, after which she left
to work in the United States.
Her four years using all her
professional skills as the voice
of LBC Radio’s News Talk are
still much admired.

Icanthoroughly recommend
artsdepot’s “Audience With...”
productions, particularly the
question and answer section.
In this, Angela’s views were
soughtonthe BBCbeingageist,
particularly towards women.
Her answer was measured and
diplomatic, but then being a
65-year-old woman presenter,
would she bite the hand that
feeds her?

Review: Make laugh not war

By Lucy Chamberlin

A packed-out back room in The Alexandra pub in Fortis
Green was the venue for the launch of new monthly comedy
outfit Make Laugh Not War on 22 November. The crowd
was young on the whole, trendy and artsy but on the polite

side of raucous.

Masters of Ceremony Katrina
Thompson and Lou Sanders pro-
vided a lively if slightly chaotic
evening, covering for late come-
dians and introducing acts with
pizzazz and in one or two cases
significantly more ability than the
acts themselves.

Tom Webb got the evening
off to a good start with his
darkly funny gags and very suc-
cessfulaudiencerepartee. Grainne
Maguire, though winning over a
few audience members with her
endearments, was a little too girl-
next-door to pack many comedy
punches. Daniel Simonsen
brought his own sardonic Scan-
dinavian take to some hilariously

recognisable scenarios and, in
time, should be one to watch on
the comedy circuit. The wild and
wacky Roisin Conaty undoubt-
edly had the most stage presence
and had us in stitches with her
brilliantly conceived mime.

The headline act Paul Foot
was, well, weird in every way.
His exaggerated mannerisms and
pedantic long-windedness were at
bestnoteveryone’s cup oftea, and
atworstsimply exasperating. That
said, Katrina and Lou are on to a
brilliant idea. Check out the site
at www.makelaughnotwar.co.uk
fortheirnext gig. It’sright on your
doorstep and, at only £5, it beats
the West End hands down.

Stewart Duncan Opticians:

The Sale

STEWART-DUNCAN OPTICIANS

http://www.stewartduncan.com

(020) 8883-2020

UP TO
80% OFF
FRAMES

Only condition is that
you pay the usual low
prices for lenses.

TOP FRAMES
LATE CLINIC
ALL TYPES OF
CONTACT LENSES FITTED
DYSLEXIA CLINIC

126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, N2 9ED
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Send your correspondence
to: “Letters Page”,
The Archer, PO Box 3699,
London N2 8JA or e-mail
the-archer@lineone.net.

Letters without verifiable

contact addresses will not be

reviewed or printed. Contact

details can be withheld, however,
on request at publication.

Cherry Tree Wood

pavilion: the full story
Dear Editor,

Firstly, Iwould like to say thank
you to all those people who have
emailed me and written letters of
support and kind offers of help
to shape the Cherry Tree Wood
Pavilion project. | would also like to
thank the members of our Friends
of Cherry Tree Wood Pavilion com-
mittee for their on-going support
and giving up so much of their
time last year.

Letters to the editor

| am aware that there are
people who oppose the project
and we have always tried to listen
to their concerns and engage with
them. Unfortunately, it is turning
something that | felt so enthused
and passionate about into some-
thing that can be quite upsetting.

[ feltit was time | put the record
straight so | invite anyone to go to
our website to read the full story of
the pavilion project, its objectives
and where we currently stand in
the planning process. Please visit
www.foctwpavilion.org.uk
Yours faithfully,
Sally-Anne Wigfield,
Friends of CTW Pavilion
What do you think of the plans
for Cherry Tree Wood pavilion?
Please let us know by emailing
the-archer@lineone.net or writ-
ing to THe ArcHer, PO Box 3699,
London N2 8JA

By Fay Sanders

Girl about Bast Fm@hley
Home, James

Ok, so orientation’s never been my
forte. Some say it's because I'm left-

handed, others say it's because I'm
blonde. | prefer the left-handed theory.
When my cousin James drove from St
Albans to visit me for the first time, |
was determined to give him a good flavour of the area. We
ambled towards Muswell Hill, where | took him for lunch in
the Crocodile Café.

As we walked back towards my flat, | decided | should show him
more of East Finchley. I'd already been living here a few months, but
what with working long hours and often being away at weekends, I'd
scarcely had time to explore properly myself.

So, instead of walking directly to my home off East End Road, we
cut off to the right after Budgens. From there, we meandered through
little twittens and pathways between houses.

James wasn't so keen a walker as me, and | sensed his mounting
impatience to go back to the flat so | conceded that maybe | could dis-
cover East Finchley another time on my own.

Losing our way
Then it dawned on me that | didn't actually know where home was!
We had turned so many times and the streets looked so similar. After
encountering the same street for the second or third time, James twigged
that we were lost and | couldn’t keep up the pretence any longer. He was
surprisingly good-natured about the whole episode, especially when the
first spots of rain began to fall.

Losing face

| realised | had to get us back home soon, so seized my opportunity
as we passed a gaggle of people coming out of the Windsor Castle pub.
“Excuse me,” | called out. “Does anyone know where East End Road
is?” With a mixture of delight and humiliation | heard the response: “Yes,
of course, where do you need to go exactly?”

| paused, thinking how to answer that question without losing face,
and then decided | couldn’t. “My home,” | mumbled sheepishly, which
was met by a roar of laughter. At least I'd caused amusement, not only
to a group of strangers, but also to my poor cousin. Within minutes we
were back on East End Road and | decided | would definitely embark
upon my next mission to explore the area alone.

Klages Plumbing & Heating Agency LTD.
CONTACT TELEPHONE No: 020 8346 7218 / 8636

KLAGE

A NAME IN PLUMBING FOR OVER 40 YEARS

% brera gardens

e maintenance

e garden design

e interior & office
plant displays

¢ hard landscaping
e soft landscaping

e East Finchley based

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8365 3615
Email: breragardens 1 @btinternet.com

Post Office queuing
Dear Editor,

| am writing to highlight the
growing problem at the East
Finchley Post Office. | have just
left after having been in the queue
for 35 minutes. They have closed
all of our local branches and have
leftus clambering for service inone
central hub. The queue wrapped
around four or five times and
there were only three people on
the counter (one giving out travel
money).

| complained to the manager
only to be told he could not help
his staff on the till as he was
not trained, “cash management
was not his skill” and he had no
control over the hiring of temps or
overtime.
Yours faithfully,
Sofia Gradoni,
Address supplied.

New life for playground
Dear Editor,

Acouple of years ago, | started
a public petition to upgrade the
playground at Tarling Road estate
to modern safety standards, so that
children can once again play there.
Whether or not my petition had any-
thing to do with this, [ am told that
Barnet Council are finally showing
an interest in the playground.

My proposal is to give the
refurbished playground a jungle
theme, which proved a popular
suggestion when | asked families
living nearby. The main feature
of the site, the concrete hill with
the slide and tunnel, would be
incorporated into this, along with
animal-shaped bins and sculp-
tures the kids could climb on,
both of which have been used in
parksin Barnet. Suggestions from
children include tree swings and
pictures of animals on the shock
absorber.

The original proposal was to
plant creepers over the fence as
a ‘shield’ from the main road, and
to add to the jungle feel. Following
talks about security in a secluded
area, | now suggest leaving the
fences facing the car park and
the houses behind uncovered,
andincluding picnic tables nearthe
gates for parents or guardians of
kids playing here. The fence bor-
dering the main road and the new
flowerbed, however, would still
have vines planted there.

I’d be interested to know
what anyone else thinks of the
plans. Would anyone like to add
any suggestions? If so, please
feel free to contact me using the
ARCHER'S details on page 2.
Yours faithfully
Jake Eiseman-Renyard,
Fortis Green, N2.
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January at the Phoenix

By the Phoenix Cinema’s Paul Homer

A new year at the Phoenix and one that we hope will
bring a major change to your local cinema. The Phoenix
is special because it is a charity run by the people, for the
people. It really is your cinema, and we are trying to make
it wonderful again for you to enjoy for many years to come.
We still need to raise the final few thousands of pounds,
however, to realise the project, so if you’ve yet to donate
please ask at the cinema or go to www.justgiving.com/

phoenix-cinema.

We are now in the middle of
theawards season with the Baftas,
Golden Globes and Oscars all
happening in the next few weeks.
An adaptation of Cormac McCa-
rthy’s The Road, which plays at
the Phoenix from 8 January, is sure
to be among the top nominations.
The last film to be adapted from
another McCarthy novel, No
Country for Old Men, wasrightly
lauded as one of the best films of
the year. We expect The Road, a
harrowing tale of a father and
son walking towards the coast in
apost-apocalyptic America, tobe
in the same league.

The end of the month sees
master filmmaker Jacques
Audiard’s new film The Prophet
at the Phoenix from 22 January.

Winner of the Grand Jury prize at
Cannes, this is exhilarating film-
making about a prisoner who
defies the conventional power
structure in a modern French
prison.

To close the month, for one
screening only we have one ofthe
greatest films of all time, Francis
Ford Coppola’s The Godfather,
in a digitally restored version on
Sunday 24 January at 1.30pm.
Marlon Brando and Al Pacino
give career-defining perform-
ances in this epic tale of family
values and organised crime.
We’re making you an offer you
can’t refuse.

Our box office is on
020 8444 6789 or visit
www.phoenixcinema.co.uk
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John’s Shoe Repairs
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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

T e Key Cutting
1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church
\_ Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm
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Photo by Sylvie Clarke

Fire crew rookies

Children from Martin and Holy Trinity nurseries were shown round Finchley Fire
Station on Long Lane by the crew. The children were allowed to climb on the fire
engines and even had a turn at holding the hose. They all walked away proudly
sporting smoke alarm stickers on their chests. Photo by Sylvie Clarke.

Green plaque for
poet’s home

By Ann Bronkhorst

Coventry Patmore, Victorian poet, man of letters and
friend of the Pre-Raphaelite artists, lived for a few years
at Highwood Cottage,now 85 Fortis Green. In an informal
ceremony on 10 December, the Mayor of Haringey Bernice

Final push for Phoenix fund

The Phoenix Cinema has just £90,000 left to raise to reach the fundraising target
for its Centenary Restoration project. It is hoped work can begin in the spring

when the magic figure of £1.1 million is reached.

Meanwhile, excite-
ment is building and the
cinema is celebrating the
start of its 100™ birthday ] | L
year with the launch of a
new logo.

Designed by Hughes
Design, the Centenary
logo will be used in all
communicationsthrough-
out 2010, including bro-
chures, fundraising materials
and centenary souvenirs.

Paul Homer, the Phoe-
nix’s chief executive, said
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the logo represents the dawn
of a new era for the Phoenix
as it rises again, restored to
face its next century.

Before the end of the year,
it is hoped the restoration
project will have restored
the historic auditorium to its
art deco glory and added a
glamorous new glass terrace
bar looking out over the High
Road.

The Phoenix has survived
not only two world wars, but
also the developer’s wreck-
ing ball in the 1980s when
it was saved for the com-
munity. 2010 realises the
completion of this work
by launching the centenary
celebrations and the publica-
tion of a new, full history of
the cinema.

For full details of fun-
draising activities and
how you can help, visit
www.phoenixcinema.co.uk

Vanier unveiled a green plaque commemorating him.

The small gathering of
enthusiasts heard an outline
of Patmore’s life from Patricia
O’Connor, chairman of the Pre-
Raphaelite Society, who had
travelled from France for the
occasion.

A poet in Fortis Green

In the late 1850s, Patmore was
a hard-up young husband and
father, justbecomingrecognised as
a poet; a striking painting by John
Singer Sargent at the _
National Portrait
Gallery shows his
older, more prosper-
ous self. Today he is
significantmainly for
two reasons: he per-
suaded John Ruskin,
the influential art
critic, to write to The
Times supporting
the then unfashion-
able Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood and he
wrote an immensely
popular poem, The
Angel in the House,
about married love.

Sue and Nick
Vosper, the present
owners of the
house, had problems
establishing the Pat-
mores’ exact dates of occupancy.
Probably they lived at Highwood
Cottage for more than the two
years, 1858-1860, recorded on
the plaque, but financial and
other difficulties often forced
them into rented lodgings else-
where in north London.

Broken health

Emily, Patmore’s first wife and
the inspiration for The Angel in the
House, bore six children but died of
consumption (TB) in 1862, when
the youngest was just a toddler. Pat-
more said of their frequent moves:
“My wife’s broken health has been
destructive to home.” Soon after
her death he converted to Roman
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Catholicism, a choice she had
expected and dreaded, and mar-
ried twice more.

In happier times, during the
1850s, the young couple’s home
welcomed many artists and writ-
ers. The poet Tennyson and his
wife were their friends; John
Everett Millais and Holman Hunt
drew and painted Emily and her
children; Robert Browning wrote
apoemabouther(7The Face)andthe
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(Lto R) Patricia O’Connor, John Hajdu and Sue
Vosper beneath Coventry Patmore’s Green
Plague. Photo by Ann Bronkhorst

Americanwriter Edward Emerson
dined with the family.

At the unveiling, John Hajdu,
Chairman of Fortis Green Resi-
dents’ Association, said the plaque
joins a growing number of green
plaques commemorating notable
Haringeyresidents, includingartist
HeathRobinsonand SouthAfrican
political leader Oliver Tambo.

The poem below is much
shorter than most of Patmore’s
poems. The Latin title means
The Truth is Great, and the set-
ting is probably St Margaret’s
Bay in Kent. The poet hints at
some unexplained bitterness, but
achieves a calm, detached mood
while watching the sea.

Magna est
Veritas

By Coventry Patmore

Here, in this little Bay,

Full of tumultuous life and great
repose,

Where, twice a day,

The purposeless, glad ocean
comes and goes,

Under high cliffs, and far from the
huge town,

| sit me down.

For want of me the world’s course
will not fail:

When all its work is done the lie
shall rot;

The truth is great and shall prevail,
When none cares whetherit prevail
or not.

The Archer is a non-profit-making, non political & non religious newspaper, staffed entirely by volunteers.



