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Football stars spur on campaign 
to save Stanley Road ield
By Rob Robertson
Two stars from Tottenham Hotspur visited Stanley Road playing ield on 30 Septem-
ber, in support of the campaign to prevent housing development on the site and save 
it for sporting and recrea-
tional use.

Spurs goalkeeping coach 
Tony Parks and Spurs Acad-
emy player Dean Parrett were 
present for a ive-a-side football 
competition, organised by the 
Finchley Community Develop-
ment Trust (FCDT), between 
Holy Trinity CE School and 
Martin Primary School.

Tony and Dean cheered 
on the young players and 
Tony refereed the inal, which 
was narrowly won by Martin 
School. The Mayor of Barnet, 
Councillor Brian Coleman, was 
on hand to present the trophy 
to the winning team and all the 
children who took part in the 
tournament received a medal.

Roger Chapman, FCDT 
chairman, was pleased by 
the turnout of more than 150 
people, and thanked all those 
who had helped to make the 
event a success. Noting that, in 
winning the  bid for the 2012 
Olympics, we were promised 
there would be a beneit for 
local communities, Mr Chap-
man said: “Rejuvenating this 
ield could be East Finchley’s 
Olympic legacy.”

For more information on the 
Stanley Road Field campaign 
contact Rob Robertson at the 
FCDT on 020 8883 4916.

See the match report on 
page 6.

Parking zone 
changes are 
put on hold
By John Lawrence
Barnet Council has put on hold its controversial proposals 
to extend the hours of parking restrictions in East Finchley 
after protests from residents and traders.  Thousands 
signed a petition or wrote directly to complain at the 
impact they would have on local people and businesses, 
forcing the council to think again.

Dean Parrett, centre, and Tony Parks, right, with the Martin Primary School team. Photo by Shane Vincent.

In August, the council indi-
cated that it would introduce 
Monday to Saturday all-day 
parking restrictions to streets 
on either side of the High Road. 
Traders immediately protested 
that such a move would sound 
the death knell for many inde-
pendent businesses and 2,000 
people signed a petition calling 
for the council to think again.

Many spoke out vociferously 
at the Finchley and Golders 
Green Residents Forum meeting 
attended by more than 80 people 
on 26 October. In response, they 
were told that the strength of the 
protest meant the council would 
reconsider whether to press 
ahead with the plan.

Neil Richardson, acting 
highways manager, told the 
forum: “It is not my call as a 
council oficer to say we are 
going to scrap the proposals 
but given the depth of feeling 
expressed here tonight and from 
letters sent to the council I see 
no reason to dig my heels in and 
go ahead at this stage.”

Without the protests, the con-
trolled parking zone plan would 
have moved on automatically to 
‘statutory consultation’, ahead 
of implementation. That step has 
been frozen while Barnet coun-
cillors formally consider the 
objections. A decision should 
be known later in November.

Many who spoke at the 
forum said it was wrong to 
propose the extra restrictions 
when only 17% of residents and 
traders (689 in total) responded 
to the original 2008 council 
CPZ questionnaire, and when 
only a minority of those who 
did respond (44.8%) said they 
had parking problems.

Dino Loizou, of East Finchley 
Electrical Contractors, said: “We 
don’t have any council car parks 
in the area. If you take away the 
free parking that’s available, it’s 
going to affect every business in 
the area.”

Chris Hampson, a resident 
of Huntingdon Road, said: 
“There is a consensus in the 
county roads that the 2pm-
3pm restriction is fine and 
doesn’t need to be extended. 
We support the traders because 
local businesses are extremely 
important to our community.”

Two residents living closer 
to Cherry Tree Wood called 
on the council to ease the all-
day parking restriction in their 
roads. This was introduced four 
years ago to head off a potential 
parking problem from students 
attending The Institute. Some 
residents say this problem has 
never materialised and a 2pm-
3pm restriction is suficient to 
deter commuters.  More CPZ 
reports on page 4,
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Thank you to The Bald 
Faced Stag for providing 
us with a meeting place.

THE ARCHER team wishes 
to thank all the generous 
people who give up their 

spare time, in all weather, 
to deliver the paper for us.

Councils
Barnet Council:
Admin/Town Hall 020 8359 2000
Council Tax 020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Primary Care Trust 020 8201 4700
Beneƒts Agency 020 8258 6500
Employment Service 020 8258 3900
Haringey Council 020 8489 0000

Leisure
Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
East Finchley Library 020 8359 3815
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema 020 8444  6789
Warner Cinema  020 8446 9933 

Transport
Nat. Rail Enquiries 0845 7484950
City Airport 020 7646 0088
London Transport 020 7222 1234
National Express 08705 808080
Heathrow Airport 0870 000 0123

Hospitals
Barnet General 0845 111 4000
Coppetts Wood 020 8883 9792 
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 7500
Oak Lane Clinic 020 8349 7000
Royal Free  020 7794 0500
St LukeŢs    020 8219 1800
Whittington   020 7272 3070

Health Advice
AIDSline    020 8363 2141
Alcoholics Anonymous 0845 7697555
Barnet MENCAP 020 8203 6688
Cancer Support 020 8202 2211
CarersŢ Line 0808 808 7777 
Drinkline    0800 917 8282
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
MIND      020 8343 5700
NHS Direct         0845 4647

OAPŢs Advice
Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Contact (N2) 020 8444 1162

Help the Aged   0808 800 6565

Crime
Emergency             999
Finchley Police 020 8442 1212
Mus. Hill Police Stn.  020 8345 2148
CrimeStoppers  0800 555111
Victim Support 0845 303 0900
East Finchley Safer Neighbourhood 
Team   020 7161 9014

Help & Advice
Childline        0800 1111
Disability Info Service 020 8446 6935
E.F. Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread 020 8445 4227
National Debt Line 0808 808 4000
NSPCC        0800 800500
Rape & Sexual Abuse  020 8683 3300
Relate      020 8447 8101
RSPCA Inspector  0300 1234 999
Samaritans    08457 909090
Refuge Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Planning Applications

Community Services
v Credit Union, Green Man Com-
munity Centre 020 8883 4916
v Careers advice, Green Man, Com-
munity Centre 020 8883 4916
v Toy library, Muswell Hill 020 
8444 0244/ 8489 8774

For appointments:
please phone 020 8815 0979

or visit:

for further information
www.robinkiashek.co.uk

OSTEOPATHY
at

The Twyford Practice
Osteopathic consultation and treatments

in Fortis Green, N2.

Robin Kiashek,
Osteopath and Naturopath,

Bsc (Hons), Ost Med.,
N.D., M.R.N.

email: james@taiji.co.uk   phone: 020-888 333 08 

T’ai Chi & Qigong 
Wednesdays: 1.05-2.00pm 

 
at The Finchley Youth Theatre, 142 High Road, East Finchley, N2 9ED 

www.taiji.co.uk 

(Trial session: £5.       12-week course) 

James Drewe is a qualified teacher and has been practising t’ai chi for 34 years. 
He is Vice–Chairman of the Longfei Taijiquan Association 

Barnet Council
42 Chandos Road, N2 
Single storey rear extension follow-
ing demolition of existing conserva-
tory. First loor rear Juliet balcony.
4 Deansway, N2 
Part single, part two-storey side and 
rear extension following demolition 
of existing garage. Extensions to 
roof to rear to facilitate a loft con-
version. New patio to rear.
Land adjacent to 163 East End 
Road, N2
Replacement of existing 15m 
monopole with new 15m telecom-
munications pole. Installation of two 
equipment cabinets. 
15 Elm Gardens, N2 
Formation of new roof including 
front, rear and side dormer windows 
to facilitate rooms in roof space of 
existing bungalow.
7 Hampstead Heights, N2 
Retention of front canopy extension 

with associated railings and replace-
ment irst loor windows.
22 Heath View, N2 
Single-storey side extension and 
storage shed.
Adamson Court, 7 Hertford 
Road, N2 
Replacement of existing windows 
with new white UPVC windows.
70 Manor Park Road, N2 
Loft conversion into habitable space. 
Installation of Velux windows.
Haringey Council
1 Blaenavon, Fortis Green, N2
Replacement of existing primary 
windows with UPVC windows.
2 Sussex Gate, Sussex Gdns, N6
Erection of rear ground loor exten-
sion with a roof extension.
79 Fortis Green, N2 
Erection of single storey side 
extension.
37 Aylmer Parade, Aylmer Rd, N2 
Conversion of ground loor from retail 
premises to two-bedroom lat.

New ideas for young arts
Community Focus, the young people’s arts charity based at 
artsdepot in North Finchley, is looking for new faces to be 
part of its team. The group has received funding to set up a 
borough-wide youth panel to be involved in creating a new 
and exciting programme for young people in Barnet.

Armed police raid
By Janet Maitland
Armed police raided a lat above the William Hill bet-
ting shop on the High Road at about 7pm on Friday 18 
September. Police closed off part of the High Road and 
adjacent county roads during the raid. 

Free swimming for 
children
Children in Barnet can now swim for free at Finchley 
Lido, Barnet Copthall and Church Farm leisure centres. 
The council’s leisure centres, operated by GLL, already 
offer free swimming for over-60s, but after Barnet’s bid 
for extra funding was agreed in October the offer has 
been extended to all under-16s.

Be alert to ‘police’ scam
By Janet Maitland
Barnet police have issued a warning about a new scam 
being carried out by thieves trying to steal bank and 
PIN details. 

Community Focus wants to 
recruit members for two groups, 
10 to 15-year-olds and 16 to 21-
year-olds, who will be able to 
have their say on projects such 
as music, dance, song writing, 
drama, performance, poetry, 
animation, painting and crea-
tive writing.

If you feel you can make 
a difference for other young 
people in Barnet and would 
like to be part of the new Youth 

Focus team, contact Caitriona on 
020 8369 5483 or caitriona.du
nnett@communityfocus.co.uk. 
Please get in touch as soon as 
possible.

The teams will meet fort-
nightly on Wednesdays at the 
artsdepot. Young people aged 10 
to 15 will meet at 5pm - 6.30pm 
and young people aged 16 to 21 
will meet at 6.30pm - 8pm. The 
irst meeting will be on Wednes-
day 11 November.

Someone claiming to be a 
police oficer rings and says 
they have been informed by 
the householder’s bank that 
there has been fraudulent 
activity on their account. Then 
they say that a police oficer 
will come to the address so the 
householder can hand over their 
bank card and PIN number. This 

is all a hoax.
Four such crimes have been 

reported so far and are being 
investigated. The police advise 
anyone who receives such a 
call to ring off immediately 
and phone them on 0300 123 
1212. They also remind every-
one never to disclose their PIN 
number to anyone.

Police have conirmed that 
a 30-year-old man was arrested 
and charged with possessing an 
imitation irearm. He appeared at 
Hendon Magistrates Court on 28 
September and was bailed to re-

appear at a date to be decided. 
Police are appealing for 

anyone with information to call 
them on 0300 123 1212 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111.

To beneit from this offer, 
under-16s need to apply 
online for a free swim card at 

www.gll.org. The only cost is 
a £1 administration fee on the 
irst visit.
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Osteopathy Clinic

For consultations and appointments:

Telephone: 020 8815 9433

Nicky Sharp

London N2 8AU

Cranial and Structural Osteopathy
and Acupuncture 

All Major Insurers Accepted 

e-mail: info@nickysharposteopathy.co.uk

www.nickysharposteopathy.co.uk260 East End Road

115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk

LOCAL COUNCIL
APPROVED CONTRACTOR & RETAILER
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KITCHENER ROAD

HUNTINGDON
ROAD

We are here.

EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL

For all your electrical needs in the home,
we turn up on time, guarantee our work

and are unbeatable value.

CONTRACTORS
Now in Stock:

All Types of Heating Panel Heaters
Convector Heaters & Fan Heaters 

www.josephinesflowers.co.uk

Tel: 020 8444 9569/020 8883 3598    60 High Rd, East Finchley, London N2 9PN 

Pop in to see our new range of hand made
sculptures from Indonesia

as well as our gifts from far afield

Josephines Est 1950

EXPERTS IN CREATIVE FLORAL DESIGN

Gunners support TreeHouse 
Arsenal manager Arsène Wenger was guest of honour when Ed Balls, the Secretary 
Of State for the Department of Children, Schools and Families, oficially opened the 

Cherry Tree Wood 
pavilion: the debate
Plans to convert the derelict pavilion in Cherry Tree Wood 
into a café and well-being centre were irst aired in 2008 
and will be submitted in a formal planning application 
later this month. There are many people who support 
the plans and many others who have concerns. 

Plans take 
shape
After a year of sounding 
out park users and local 
residents, Sally-Anne 
Wigfield, who runs the 
park’s popular kiosk café, 
has brought together a 
group of local residents 
to help her transform the 
pavilion building in Cherry 
Tree Wood.

“Following a lengthy public 
consultation exercise on 12 July, 
including a display of the plans 
in the wood, we have taken the 
concerns of those living close to 
the pavilion fully into account in 
our forthcoming planning appli-
cation to Barnet Council,” said 
Sally-Anne.

Community facility
Planning permission is being 

sought to change the derelict 
pavilion building into a café 
and educational and holistic 
well-being centre, which can be 
used by local community groups 
on a not-for-proit basis.

Objections to the plans have 
been acted upon. “As originally 
envisaged the pavilion will only 
be open during park opening 
hours and there will be no access 
to the building from outside the 
park,” said Sally-Anne.

FCTWP back plans
The Friends of Cherry Tree 

Wood Pavilion, a group of local 
residents, has been set up to sup-
port the venture and has received 
strong support from many local 
people.

Committee member Ryan 
Glaser, of Cherry Tree Road, 
said: “We believe that the initial 
objections from those living close 
to the pavilion have been met in 
the planning application, and hope 
that Barnet Council will support 
Sally in her plans to transform 
what is currently an eyesore into 
a community facility that East 
Finchley can be proud of.”

The planning application 
will be submitted before the 
end of November. The sup-
port group has set up a website 
www.foctwpavilion.org.uk to 
keep local residents up-to-date 
with the progress of the proposed 
scheme.

Consultation 
please
Signiicant plans are afoot 
for the redevelopment of 
the pavilion in Cherry 
Tree Wood. The Friends of 
Cherry Tree Wood Pavilion 
(FOCTWP), responsible for 
the project, is a new small 
group entirely independent 
from the established Friends 
of Cherry Tree Wood.

Many people view the 
FOCTWP plans positively. 
Others, however, have legiti-
mate and considerable concerns 
(impact on nature, increased traf-
ic, noise, evening activities and 
security) which they want taken 
on board before planning per-
mission is sought, and there are 
plenty of others who will oppose 
the project outright during formal 
consultation.

Feedback frustrated
Though the FOCTWP have 

verbally nodded towards coop-
eration on elements of their 
plans, Barnet Council, residents 
are told, will not consider feed-
back until after planning has been 
sought oficially. One of the com-
munity’s elected councillors is a 
member of FOCTWP, which has 
caused more unrest.

The official Finchley and 
Golders Green Residents’ Forum, 
to which people were directed to air 
their views, was cancelled at the last 
minute. And the reason? The Coun-
cil “could not ind a venue”.

Green space option 
At a recent meeting an over-

whelming majority of residents 
voted in favour of demolishing the 
pavilion and returning the land to 
green space. What better way for 
Barnet Council to demonstrate its 
commitment to green spaces?

Numerous people wonder 
why we are even debating 
the unhealthy alternative of a 
commercial enterprise in our 
small oasis. Many say that the 
activities the FOCTWP propose 
are already on their doorsteps 
via The Institute, as well as an 
abundance of cafés, pubs and 
the appropriately-sized Kiosk 
in Cherry Tree Wood.

After all, a true project for the 
community can only be shaped by 
the community, right, Barnet?

Dismay at delayed forum
Cancellation of the Golders Green and Finchley Area 
Forum due to be held at Pardes House School, Hendon 
Lane, N3, displeased many East Finchley residents. Two 
groups were hoping to air matters currently causing local 
concern, one being Barnet’s proposed plans  on controlled 
parking zones in N2, the other being the redevelopment 
of the pavilion in Cherry Tree Wood. 

new national centre for 
TreeHouse, the national 
charity for autism educa-
tion, in October.

The building in Woodside 
Avenue, Muswell Hill, took 
18 months and £11.5 million 
to complete. It was officially 
named The Pears National 
Centre for Autism Education, 
after receiving support from 
The Pears Foundation. 

Arsenal FC raised 
£500,000 towards the build-
ing when TreeHouse was 
their Charity of the Season 
in 2007-08.

A council spokesman told 
THE ARCHER that the meeting was 
cancelled because outstanding 
planning enforcement 
requirements relating to the 
Pardes House School site had 
still to be complied with. As 
the cancellation was announced 
eight days before the scheduled 
meeting on 14 October, many 
felt that the council could have 
found another venue.

 The council spokesman said: 
“Unfortunately, there was not 

enough time to make alternative 
arrangements for the meeting to 
go ahead at alternative premises 
on the same date.”

The forum was rearranged 
and took place at Avenue House 
on Monday 26 October.

Here, we give space to both 
sides of the debate. We hear 
from the Friends of Cherry 
Tree Wood Pavilion, the group 

behind the redevelopment 
plans, and from those who are 
not happy about them and would 
like more consultation.

On the ball: Arsene Wenger and Ed Balls celebrate the opening with one of the TreeHouse pupils. 
Photo by Alex MacNaughton

http://www.foctwpavilion.org.uk
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East Finchley Baptist Church
Just off the High Road in Creighton Avenue N2

Sunday Mornings at 10.30 am

For more information
please contact the Church Office

Tel: 8883 1544 (Minister: Simon Dyke)

Visitors always welcome

CPZ: Barnet Council 
under ire
Many questions and concerns about the parking zone 
changes were raised at the Finchley and Golders Green 
Residents Forum. Here’s how Neil Richardson, acting 
highways manager in the trafic and development team, 
responded:

CPZ: Letters special
Many people wrote directly to THE ARCHER or forwarded 
us the letters they had sent to Barnet Council giving their 
opinions on the CPZ proposal. Here we print extracts from 
what they had to say:
ŹSince shoppers are normally 
only parking for short periods 
throughout the day, their need to 
park does not disrupt the parking of 
local residents. In fact, it all dove-
tails quite nicely and there is rarely 
a problem for anyone who needs 
to ind a place to park, and very 
little expense involved. This helps 
to make our High Rd an attractive 
place to shop.
Sue Sutherley,
Lincoln Road, N2.
ŹThe present scheme, as it 
applies to Area B & C and roads 
close to the High Rd, is a restric-
tion of an hour between 2pm 
and 3pm intended to prevent 
commuter parking of vehicles all 
day, which would block access to 
local amenities such as schools, 
shops, businesses and the park-
ing of residents’ own vehicles. 
Everybody accepts that parking 
has to be controlled, and the suc-
cess of this scheme in its present 
format is very much to the credit 
of the Council. However, to extend 
the restriction to an all-day basis, 
including Saturdays, would seem 
to add nothing to the success of 
the present scheme, whilst instead 
severely limiting access to shops, 
and all local amenities, thus actu-
ally causing the very problem it 
sought to prevent.
Adrian Levine,
Prospect Ring, N2.
ŹAs in many cases Barnet has 
used a cleverly worded question-
naire to re-enforce a badly thought 
out scheme. In fact the results of the 
questionnaire when read correctly 
go against your proposal. Only 
30.5% were not happy with one 
hour’s restrictions (not the major-
ity) and only 27.3% were happy 
with all-day restrictions (again, far 
from the majority). How can you 
ignore these statistics in favour 
of a scheme that will serve to see 
further empty shop units?
James Elliott,
Baronsmere Road, N2.
ŹThe fact the proposals are based 
on less than 20% response to 4,000 
questionnaires (closer to 1 in 6, 
actually) means they are based 
on a minority sample, skewed 
towards those having a problem 
in either zone. It is a great shame 
that so many of our neighbours did 
not bother to ill out their question-
naires, and we are seeing the con-

sequences of that now. Barnet can 
justiiably point to having to work 
with what responses they were 
given. But it is not too late to 
redress the balance and get the 
bigger picture perspective back 
into focus. Hopefully. 
Name and address sup-
plied.
ŹWhen Barnet Council intro-
duced the Residents Parking 
Scheme into this area, we were 
supportive due to the curtailing of 
commuter parking for residents 
living nearest to East Finchley 
Tube.When the HGS Institute 
moved from Henrietta Barnet 
School to Park House, Barnet 
imposed a new set of restrictions 
without our approval on the basis 
that it was a trial and that some of 
the residents would beneit from 
increased restrictions due to the 
assumed inlux of HGS Institute 
students. The reality is that this 
inlux never transpired and the 
HGS Institute vacated Park House 
two years ago.  

The new trial CPZ scheme 
imposed draconian restrictions 
from 10am to 6.30pm Monday to 
Saturday. Many residents have suf-
fered genuine hardship as a result 
of these restrictions and many have 
had to bear exorbitant costs and 
inconvenience in connection with 
visitor permits for receiving visitors 
and tradesmen.
Mike and Jackie Randall,
Summerlee Gardens, N2.
ŹMy suggestion is to extend the 
dual use (pay and display/resident) 
parking all the way down the county 
roads. This should leave spaces 
free when people want to pop to 
the shops or nursery, and get rid of 
the people who bung up the spaces 
for the whole day.
Alan Paterson,
Lincoln Road, N2
ŹAs your local Labour council-
lors we recently sent a letter to all 
those living in the East Finchley 
CPZ inviting comments on the 
Council’s proposals. The response 
was overwhelmingly in favour of 
retaining the existing hours and 
reverting to a one-hour restriction 
in the Cherry Tree Wood area (the 
proposed M1 zone). A majority 
also mentioned the detrimental 
effect on traders.
Councillor Andrew McNeil.

Concern 
over Fortis 
Green CPZ
By Martin Page
About 130 people attended 
a public meeting organised 
by Haringey Council to dis-
cuss the proposed control-
led parking zone extension 
in Fortis Green. The meet-
ing was a lively one with 
strong feelings expressed 
by many.

The audience faced Councillor 
Brian Haley, cabinet member for 
the environment and conservation, 
who did not take notes. He began 
by saying that in July last year 53 
residents of Eastern Road, Lyn-
mouth Road and Lauradale Road 
had signed a petition in favour of 
a CPZ extension.

The 29 signatories for East-
ern Road constituted about 60% 
of the households in that road, 14 
signatories in Lynmouth Road con-
stituted 29% of all households and 
10 signatories in Lauradale Road 
constituted 21% of households.

During the summer of this year, 
however, only 196 people out of 
800 responses expressed support 
for the proposed extension.

Points made by members of the 
audience were that currently park-
ing is not generally a problem in the 
area. Many residents who worked 
from home, and local businesses, 
would suffer under a CPZ.

Concern was expressed about 
the will of the majority being 
ignored by the council. Council-
lor Haley indicated that a decision 
on the matter should be known by 
November.

CPZ: what happens next?
East Finchley waits to hear whether Barnet Council will 
press ahead with the CPZ proposals. Here’s what could 
happen next.

Oktoberfest success
The Mayor of Barnet, Councillor Brian Coleman, opens 
the East Finchley Constitutional Club’s third annual 
Oktoberfest by pulling the ceremonial irst pint, watched 
by Bill Dempster (centre), Chairman of the Club, and 
Peter Borscheid (left), Third Secretary, Culture and 
Education, of the German Embassy.

1. Barnet Council could 
view the number of protests 
they have received against 
extending the CPZ hours as an 
indication that the majority of 
people in the community are 
opposed to the proposals. In this 
case, the council could decide 
to scrap them altogether.

2. Barnet Council could 
decide to press ahead with the 
extended CPZ hours regard-
less of the protests, or issue an 

amended version of them. This 
would be the statutory consul-
tation stage. In either case, the 
council would be obliged to 
contact every property affected 
by the plan once again. Each 
property would then have 21 
days to write back to the coun-
cil expressing its support or 
opposition. The council would 
be required to take all those 
views into consideration before 
making a inal decision.  

Why were these proposals put 
forward when only a small 
minority said they had a prob-
lem with the current CPZ?

Neil Richardson: “There was 
some concern from residents 
living close to the station and 
nearer the High Road that they 
were having trouble parking. We 
proposed measures to protect the 
residents there.”
Does the council have a hidden 
agenda?

“There is no hidden agenda. 
We have been carrying out 
reviews of CPZs across the bor-
ough for many years. In each 
area, we ask whether the CPZ is 
continuing to meet the needs of 
the community.”
Are the longer parking restric-
tions a money-making scheme 
for the council?

“It would take something like 
20 years before the council would 
see any money from a scheme 
like this so there is no immediate 
proit for them.”
Why did some people receive 
a questionnaire while others 
didn’t?

“We use hand delivery to get 
questionnaires to property rather 
than relying on Royal Mail. In 
this way, we have an audit trail 
of the deliveries that have been 
made. I can only apologise if 
some properties were missed 
and I’d be happy to look into 
why that was.”
Has Barnet Council already 
made up its mind about longer 
parking restrictions?

“We have not proposed any-
thing formally or legally yet. 
The letter sent out to residents 
in August was simply com-
municating the results of the 
questionnaire.”
What will you do in the light of 
the objections from residents 
and businesses?

“I have no problem in going 
back to the drawing board and 
asking whether we have got some 
or all of the proposals wrong. The 
council does not want to see a 
negative impact on trade in East 
Finchley.”

Photo by John Dearing.
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GEMINI PHOTOGRAPHIC

Camera sales and repair centre

58 High Road. East Finchley. N2 9PN. 020 8883 6152.

Set of 6 ID or Passport photos: adults

and children  @ £3.99 babies @ £5.00

Telescope sale now on plus special offers

on selected items, come in and see!

       Used cameras purchased and sold.

Repair problem?  See the technician

for an estimate, Fri/Sat 10.30~6.00

Judith Costa BSc DPodM

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Available for home visits
Please call for an appointment

Tel:  0208 365 2393   Mobile:  07802 88 7919 

EAST FINCHLEY BEST KEBABEAST FINCHLEY BEST KEBAB
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON-THURS: 11.30AM-12.30.AM

FRI-SAT: 11.30AM - 1.00AM

SUNDAY 1PM-12 MIDNIGHT

FREE HOME DELIVERYFREE HOME DELIVERY

MINIMUM ORDER - £9 (WITHIN A 3 MILE RADIUS)

MONDAY-SATURDAY: 5PM - 10PM - NOT SUNDAY

TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME  -  READY FOR COLLECTION IN 10 MINUTES

150 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY N2 9ED

020 8365 2289AP Gent lemens Barbers

Mondays to Wednesdays:
Discounts for Senior Citizens.

50 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9PJ

t: 0208 815 5557

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2

From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons

Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition

Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance.

Call John M.I.M.I

0773 851 4406

Greenedriving.co.uk
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Cecilia Holmes s a trained nurse and colonic therapist.
She can help.

R.G.N. R.C.T. i

Do you suffer with bowel problems?

email:                        tel: 07533 750 400 or 020 8444 8702colonicscc@yahoo.co.nz

Colonic Hydrotherapy treatments help with I.B.S. Constipation, headaches
and candida problems. After a colonic you will have better energy levels.

Alternatively home visits are available to administer herbal enemas and massage,
a gentler, but longer route to cleansing the bowel, but just as effective.

Finchley Carpet Cleaner
Professional Carpet Cleaning
Oriental Rug Cleaning
Stain Removal

Competiti
ve Prices

Tel: 020 8815 9508              Mob: 07930177510







Also We Do Removals

One-way wrong way
Members of East Finchley Village Residents Association 
have urged drivers to observe the one-way system in 
Church Lane.

Polyclinic back to drawing board
By Janet Maitland
The Mayor of London has decided that an application to double the size of the planned 
medical centre on East End Road does not comply with the London Plan for new 
developments. 

Green lag fails to ly over East 
Finchley’s park
By Diana Cormack
Despite weeks of refurbishment work carried out earlier this year, Barnet’s attempt 
to win Green Flag status for Cherry Tree Wood (THE ARCHER, April 2009) has been 
unsuccessful. 

A council spokesman told us 
that Cherry Tree Wood was one 
of eight Barnet parks considered 
for the prestige mark for open 
spaces. The other seven were 
successful once again.

“Despite extensive improve-
ment works which we worked 
on with the Friends of Cherry 
Tree Wood group, judges 
decided that the park was one 
point short of the total it required 
to be given a Green Flag,” said 
the spokesman.

“Further improvements are 
planned for the wood, includ-
ing new welcome signs for the 
fences that are being designed 
through a competition run by 
the Friends. The group is also 
gathering feedback from park 
users about other improvements 
they would like. The wood has 
also been chosen as one of the 
Playbuilder sites (see YOUNG 
ARCHER on page 8) meaning it 
will receive funding for natu-
ral play opportunities for older 
children before the end of this 
inancial year.”

Pavilion and path
So how did Cherry Tree 

Wood fall short of the required 
total? Apparently the scoring 
for Green Flags is achieved by 
a combined score from several 
different assessments, including 
visual judging and assessments of 
the long-term plans for the park. 
The inal score is given in bands 
and Cherry Tree Wood’s band 
was one below the requirement. 
The main criticisms were about 

the condition of the pavilion and 
the footpath in the wood and the 
uncertainty around timescales for 
improving both. The council said 
it remains committed to work-
ing with the Friends group and 
other park users to bring further 
improvements to the park in the 
near future.

Let THE ARCHER know what 
you think about Cherry Tree 
Wood. Our contact details are 
on page 2.

An EFVRA member pho-
tographed a car coming over 
the railway-bridge the wrong 
way on a Saturday morning 
in August. Then one Friday in 
September, a group of EFVRA 
members were attending a street 
meeting with police constables 
from the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team when they watched in 
horror as a car calmly turned 
right out of Trinity Road.

The driver ignored the sign 
opposite showing that only a left 
turn was permissible, and drove 
up over the railway-bridge 
against the one-way system. 
The police constables were too 
far away to take any action, and 
the numberplate could not be 
seen in the fading light.

Regular risk-taking 
EFVRA spokesperson 

Caroline Broome said: “While 
there will always be irrespon-
sible drivers who occasionally 
take a risk and break the law, 

the case in Church Lane is quite 
different. These are not isolated 
events, but a regular occurrence, 
which we fear will inevitably 
result in someone being killed 
or seriously injured.”

The group’s members are 
also dismayed that Barnet 
Council has rejected out of 
hand the request for Church 
Lane to be made a 20mph 
zone. At the EFVRA meeting 
on 14 September, Councillor 
Colin Rogers agreed to raise 
the matter with the Environ-
ment Committee.

Barnet Council has told 
EFVRA that its decisions are 
based upon speed surveys car-
ried out in Church Lane.

You can contact EFVRA at 
east.inchley.village.residents.a
ssociation@virginmedia.com. 
The next EFVRA meeting will 
be held at The East Finchley 
Constitutional Club, The Walks, 
N2, on 9 November at 8pm.

Barnet Council gave per-
mission for the polyclinic on 
the site of Finchley Manor 
Garden Centre last September. 
This followed an appeal by Clo-
verdale Estates Ltd, a property 
development company, against 
a council decision made in 
December 2007.

Permission was refused 
then because the plan did not 
protect the status of the site, 
which is designated as Met-
ropolitan Open Land (MOL), 
equivalent to Green Belt. The 
appeal was successful because 
the new plan incorporated a 
‘wellbeing’ garden and it was 
argued that no other suitable 
sites were available. Clover-
dale has now revised its plans 
again and wants permission for 

a bigger centre.
GPs and pharmacists not 

consulted
The clinic will have facili-

ties for consultation, diagnosis 
and treatment and could have an 
impact on local GPs and phar-
macists. However, it appears 
that none has been consulted 
about the new application, nor 
were they last year. 

A Barnet spokesperson said 
that last year’s application and 
the latest one are “both classed 
as major applications for which 
consultation requirements are 
the same”.

Mayor of London’s 
statement

Councillor Colin Rogers 
has registered with the Mayor 

an objection that the council 
had approved only a clinic of 
less than 1,000 sq metres, not a 
“large medical centre that will 
not have a beneicial relationship 
with the open nature of the MOL 
site or its surroundings”.

The Mayor has stated that 
the proposed use of MOL is 
inappropriate. However, he 
believes there are special cir-
cumstances, such as the preser-
vation of the open frontage of 
the site, which override MOL 
requirements. His objections 
are in relation to sustainable 
development, access, transport 
and parking, not the size of the 
building. If Barnet decides to 
give permission, legislation 
requires that the Major must 
be consulted again.

This car was spotted driving the wrong way over the Church Lane 
bridge. Photo courtesy of the EFVRA.
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For further details and application forms,
please contact Westlon Housing Association on

0208 201 8484

Westlon Housing Association

Sheltered Accommodation

We currently have vacancies in our friendly and

comfortable warden-assisted sheltered housing

schemes for Jewish people aged 55 and over, in

East Finchley and Hendon.

We provide 24-hour warden support, 7 days a

week, a residents' lounge and kitchen, laundry,

a sunny patio and garden.

Use Stanley Field, 
or lose it
By Alexander Harris, Year 6, Martin School
Martin School and Holy Trinity School competed in a football 
tournament to raise awareness about Stanley Road playing 
ield. Final ranking was: 1st Martin Team 1, 2nd Holy Trinity 
Team 1, 3rd Martin Team 2, 4th Holy Trinity Team 2.

Has the High Road 
become a crime hot spot?
By Janet Maitland
“Everyone is saying that crime is getting worse; you 
should look into it,” said a local resident who called THE 
ARCHER in September. So we did. The caller was worried 
about a seeming ‘spate’ of incidents on the High Road. 
We checked these out with Barnet police.

Gooner 
heaven at 
the Phoenix
By Neil McNaughton
It certainly wasn’t the usual 
crowd that congregated at 
the Phoenix on a recent 
Tuesday evening. Regular 
patrons found themselves 
confronted by an excited, 
noisy crowd of Arsenal fans 
in the foyer.  

They had come to watch 
the charity premiere of a new 
DVD made by Arsenal fans 
for Arsenal fans. The Gooner 
Review is a look at Arsenal’s 
less-than-successful 2008-9 
season, when the team inished 
a disappointing fourth in the Pre-
mier League and lost in two cup 
semi- inals. 

Hosted by comedian Paul 
Kaye, the evening became some-
what surreal when the sedate old 
Phoenix was rocked before the 
kick-off by rousing songs and 
chants, mostly pouring scorn 
on Tottenham Hotspurs. 

A succession of ordinary 
fans and celebrities, including 
actors Tom Watt, Linda Robson 
and David Soul, queued up in 
front of the camera either to 
criticise or defend the team 
and its management.

All the proits made from sales 
of the ilm will go to the Willow 
Foundation, which boasts former 
Arsenal goalkeeper Bob Wilson 
as its founder and patron. The 
Willow Foundation (www.will
owfoundation.org.uk) provides 
memorable days out for seriously 
ill young men and women.

Any East Finchley Goon-
ers can find out more at  
www.thegoonerreview.com.

Funds available to ight 
neglect
By Daphne Chamberlain               
If you know of a neglected area in Muswell Hill or Fortis 
Green which could beneit from Haringey’s “Making the 
Difference” funds, please contact John Hajdu on 020 8883 
8114 or hajdu.clarion@talk21.com. 

John is the Chair of the Muswell Hill and Fortis Green Asso-
ciation, which will be bidding shortly for a share of the funds for 
2009 / 10. 

Back in January there was an 
attempted burglary at Budgens. 
In April, a theft and assault took 
place at KF Computing and 
Imaging. In June, there was 
an attempted robbery at the 
NatWest. In August, there was 
a botched burglary at KFC. In 
early September there was an 
assault and robbery at Abbey. 
Later in September, a man was 
arrested during a raid on a lat 
above the William Hill betting 
shop and charged with posses-
sion of a fake irearm.

“There have been a few iso-
lated incidents and police opera-
tions in the area recently,” said 
Ben Bennett, Superintendent of 
Operations. “We do occasionally 
see groupings of incidents with 
no clear links between them. 
This is certainly not an indica-
tion that violent crime is rising. 
It is actually falling.”

What the igures show
The crime statistics for East 

Finchley do indeed show that vio-
lent crime and robbery are down 
on last year. The igures for Sep-
tember 2008 to August 2009 show 
that robbery has dropped from 2.8 
per thousand people in the previ-
ous year to 2.1. Violence against 
the person has dropped from 11.4 
to 10.3. Every major crime statis-
tic is also below the Metropolitan 
averages. Rates for both robbery 
and violence, for example, are less 
than half those of the averages for 
the whole of London. 

Sergeant Andy Matthews 
from the Safer Neighbourhood 
Team said that he understood 
that the incidents on the High 
Road may be unsettling for local 
residents. “We cannot always 
prevent crime, but these inci-
dents show that we act swiftly 
and thoroughly when it happens. 
My team and I will continue to 
work for the local community 
and drive the crime igures down 
still further.”

The council wants to sell 
this lovely playing ield and 
turn it into housing. The ield 
shouldn’t be used in such a 
fashion. It should be free for the 
local community to roam 
and play in. It would be 
ideal if it had a bit of a 
trim, so that Holy Trinity 
could use it as a football 
pitch. It should not be kept 
private.

The future of Stanley 
Road playing field is 
unclear. The Mayor is 
on our side but is every-
one else? Campaign for 
Stanley Road by using 
it as much as you can. 
They will only sell it if 
you don’t use it.

So if you have a spare half-
hour, go and have a runabout or 
kick a ball down on Stanley Road 
ield. The future of the playing 
ield is in your hands.

Robert Moore preparing the pitch. 
Photo by John Dearing

Photo by Shane Vincent
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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

Experienced NHS Practitioner - supervised
Provides confidential therapy dealing with depression, anxiety,

trauma, abuse, relationship issues and many more...
Offers short and long term therapy.

Free initial consultation and competitive rates.

Counselling and Psychotherapy - Space for Thinking

dragana_savcic@hotmail.com mob: 077 3955 8155tel: 020 8292 9480

Do you want to sell your old stuff

on eBay and turn it into cash?

Are you mystified or worried?

Let me help you whether it’s a car

(we usually get better

than dealer prices)

unwanted items such as cameras,

computers, jewellery, furniture

or even designer clothes.

I work on a no sell no fee basis.

Why not email or

call me for a free chat.

Tony Joseph

07957 494573 - 0208 883 7296

e:- tonyjoseph99@yahoo.co.uk

50% CHEAPER THAN BT * the POST OFFICE * TALK TALK etc
HOME * OFFICE * FACTORY

LINES * EXTENSIONS * EQUIPMENT  -  TESTED & REPAIRED 

TELEPHONE FAULTS REPAIRED 

Call RON COLLINS 0208 883 9325  *  07748 278728
email:   roncallsaver@yahoo.co.uk

Thumbs up for Holy Trinity
Holy Trinity CE School is oficially a good school with outstanding features, according 
to Ofsted inspectors who visited the East Finchley primary school last month.

When one marathon 
isn’t enough
By John Lawrence
For most runners, one marathon at a time is perfectly 
suficient. Teacher Anna Finn, however, has set herself a 
much tougher challenge. Not only is she planning to run 
ten marathons in ten days, she’s also bidding to become the 
youngest woman to have completed 100 marathons.

Art and craft fair returns
By Dina Katz
Sunday 22 November is a special date for your diary. 
Once again the East Finchley Open Art and Craft Fair 
will be held at Martin School. Visitors will be able to 
meet the artists, browse their work and possibly buy 
items that take their fancy.

Entry is free but a voluntary 
donation of £1 to local charities 
enters you for this year’s prize 
draw, where the prizes are three 
art works donated by artists from 
the EFO. Refreshments will be on 
offer too.

The EFO is an active group of 
local artists that has had a busy and 
successful year. It held two well-
attended Open House weekends 
in July, along with a concurrent 
group exhibition.  

The EFO has been showcasing 
its work in the Phoenix Cinema 
and the High Road window of 
Kokos to honour and celebrate 
the cinema’s 100th birthday. 

Do come along to support 
your local artists and possibly 

ind unique and exciting gifts. THE 
ARCHER Calendar will also be on 
sale. The fair takes place at Martin 
Primary School, Plane Tree 
Walk, 11am to 5pm on Sunday 
22 November. Find out more at 
www.eastinchleyopen.org.uk

Anna, 32, gets 
up at 5am and runs 
up to 15 miles every 
morning before 
going off for a day’s 
work as an A-level 
maths teacher at 
Woodhouse College 
in North Finchley. 
Then, most week-
ends, she is either 
training hard or run-
ning a competitive 
marathon course.

All this pound-
ing of the streets 
is not for nothing. 
Anna is raising 
money for Brathay, 
a national charity 
that aims to steer 
young people away 
from crime and gang culture by 
helping them make the right 
choices in their lives.

10 in 10 challenge
Anna, who lives in Manor 

Park Road, has been running 
for nine years. She describes the 
10 in 10, to be run round Lake 
Windermere in Cumbria on ten 
successive days, as the biggest 
challenge she’s ever faced.

“The most I have done until 
now is two days running in a 
row,” she said. “For 10 days, 
I’m going to need good recov-
ery powers and I’ll have to listen 

to my body. The organisers are 
going to look after our nutri-
tion, and we will get a massage 
every day.

“I’ve built up my training 
so I’m fairly conident I can 
do what’s required. My biggest 
worry is if I pick up an injury 
and have to run with that, or not 
be able to run at all.”

If you would like to support 
Anna in her athletic quest, and 
support Brathay’s charitable 
work, you can make a donation 
online at www.justgiving.com/
annainn10in10

Anna Finn aims to run 10 marathons in 10 days.
The highly successful inspec-

tion is the third celebration at the 
school in recent months. Last 
summer saw year 6 pupils achieve 
the highest-ever SATs results in 
Holy Trinity’s history.

And only last May Schools 
Minister Jim Knight wrote to 
congratulate Holy Trinity on 
being among the top-perform-
ing schools in the country for 
sustained year-on-year improve-
ment at year 6.

Headteacher Tim Bowden 
said: “We truly believe we are a 
fantastic school and to get oficial 
recognition of this is really reward-
ing. Our motto is High Standards 
Together and it is towards this aim 
we are constantly working with 
our staff, pupils and the whole 
school community.”

Ofsted inspectors came knock-
ing only three weeks into the new 
autumn term, grading Holy Trinity 

as a good school overall, although 
ive areas of the school’s work 
were judged to be outstanding, 
the highest grade possible. 

One area they particularly 
focused on was the school’s 
nursery and reception classes, of 
which the report said: “Teaching 
and learning in the Nursery and 
Reception class are good. There 
is a good range of activities led 
by adults and chosen by children 
for themselves. Activities are 
interesting and exciting and the 
children enjoy all they do.”

Mr Bowden, who is just 

beginning his ifth year at the 
one-form entry school, said: “I 
have a highly committed staff 
team, a great bunch of hard-
working and well-behaved 
pupils and a fantastically sup-
portive group of parents, carers 
and governors. As a headteacher 
I couldn’t ask for more.”

Prospective parents wishing to 
tour the school should contact Mr 
Bowden or School Secretary Ms 
Karen Peters on 020 8883 1824. 
The next tours are on Thursday 
19th November and Thursday 3rd 
December, both at 10am. 

StaƑ and children at Holy Trinity Primary School celebrate their Ofsted success.  Photo by Lisa Davies.
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All Saints’ Church,
Durham Road, East Finchley

Church of  England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,

on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and  an 
enthusiastic choir of  both adults and children.

Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson  on 020 8444 9214.

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

YOUNG ARCHER
New play equipment promised 
By Diana Cormack
Cherry Tree Wood is one of 11 parks nominated to receive a new range of play equip-
ment. Barnet Council gave the go ahead for the installation of equipment in selected 
parks across the borough by 2010. 

Barnet Council says that 
each play area will be devel-
oped in consultation with local 
children, young people and 
families, ensuring they have 
a say in the design of the new 
equipment.

Funding comes from Play 
England, which is supporting 
local authority play builders 
and play pathinders to deliver 
the government’s £235 million 
investment in play and to trans-
form local areas into innovative 
and adventurous play spaces. 
Barnet will use phase one of 
its £1.1 million allocation to 

focus on equipment that pro-
motes active, imaginative and 
adventurous play for eight to 
13-year-olds.

Consultation 
It seems a pity that activi-

ties for older teenagers have not 
been included. Whatever your 
age, please let YOUNG ARCHER 
know what you would like to 
see provided in the park for the 
children of East Finchley. Our 
contact details are on page 2.

Councillor Andrew Harper, 
Cabinet Member for Environ-
ment and Transport, said: “The 
Playbuilder funding is aimed 

at providing play facilities for 
eight to 13-year-olds. There 
will still be some play equip-
ment, although this will be built 
into the landscape, and will be 
designed to offer challenges and 
different experiences for young 
and older children.

“The Friends of the Wood 
were not aware of the funding 
as it was only conirmed at the 
end of September. The group as 
well as local residents and other 
park users will be involved in a 
detailed consultation on the type 
of equipment and improvements 
to be made to the park’s play 

Saturday morning 
performance
By Helen Drake
If you like acting, dancing or just rocking out, you’ll be 
pleased to know that Friern Barnet School has relaunched 
its Saturday morning Dance and Drama Academies, along 
with its Rock School, and is inviting children and teenag-
ers between Years 4 and 13 to give it a try.

Win a family 
ticket to see 
Santa on stage
Ever wondered how Santa 
gets down the chimney, 
why reindeer pull his 
sleigh and how he got the 
name Santa Claus? You 
can ind out the answers 
to these questions and 
more as artsdepot and 
Big Wooden Horse bring 
The Life and Adventures 
of Santa Claus to the stage 
this Christmas.

From L. Frank Baum, the 
writer of The Wizard of Oz, 
the show is being brought to 
the UK for the irst time and 
features audience participation 
as well as music and original 
songs. It’s ideal for children 
aged four and upwards.

It follows the story of an 
orphan boy called Claus who 
grows up in a magical world of 
woodland folk. When he sees 
the suffering of ordinary people, 
he becomes determined to help 
and prepares to deliver toys to 
every boy and girl.

Enter our competition 
and you could win a family 
ticket for four people to see 
the show. Email your con-
tact details and your answer 
to the following question to 
info@artsdepot.co.uk by 
Friday 20 November. Mark 
your email Archer Competi-
tion. The winner will be chosen 
at random by artsdepot and a 
date to see the show will be 
arranged according to avail-
ability.

Question: What was the 
name of Santa’s red-nosed 
reindeer?

The Life and Adventures of 
Santa Claus runs at artsdepot 
from Saturday 5 December to 
Sunday 3 January. Tickets are 
priced £10 (£8 concessions). 
A family ticket is priced £32 
and admits four. To book, 
contact the box ofice on 020 
8369 5454 or book online at 
www.artsdepot.co.uk 

Curtain up on 
drama club
The curtain has gone up on a new season of drama club 
for secondary school students on Monday evenings in 
Tetherdown Hall, Muswell Hill. The weekly sessions are 
run by Dominic Conway, a professional actor who was 
born and raised in East Finchley. 

Two children from East 
Finchley who did just that are 
Alice and Isobel Cronshaw. 
Alice, who has just started in 
Year 7 at Friern Barnet School, 
said: “We are working on an 
end-of-term show. I do dance 
too and we are studying dif-
ferent styles of dance such as 
fast and slow jazz and musical 
theatre. It’s good exercise and is 
a fun start to the weekend.”

Isobel who goes along 
with her sister and is in Year 5 
at Martin Primary School said: 
“I like making new friends and 
it gets me active on a Saturday 
morning. I love improvisation 
as it is so funny.”

Conidence-boosting
“Their increased confi-

dence is so evident in young-
sters coming to the sessions,” 
said Clare Viccars, Assistant 
Headteacher and Arts Col-
lege Director at Friern Barnet 
School. “They’re mixing with 
new groups of friends and 
learning skills at a high level 
by contributing to script writ-
ing, performing and working 
together. It’s really great fun.”

All classes take place on 

Saturday mornings at Friern 
Barnet School, Hemington 
Avenue, N11. Sessions run from 
9.30am to 11am and 11.15am 
to 12.30pm. For more informa-
tion call 020 8368 2777 and ask 
for the arts ofice or e-mail e.
dingwall@friern.barnet.sch.uk

Half-price 
travel for 
jobseekers
Barnet jobseekers are now 
entitled to half-price bus 
travel across the capital.

Under a scheme announced 
by the Mayor of London’s ofice, 
residents claiming jobseeker’s 
allowance or the new employ-
ment and support allowance can 
now get the same half-price travel 
concession that those on Income 
Support receive.

Residents on the lowest 
incomes will have to pay only 50p 
for a single bus journey, half the 
£1 adult Oyster fare and a quarter 
of the £2 cash fare.

To ind out more about the 
concessionary travel scheme, 
visit www.tl.gov.uk/tickets

Clare in an improvisation activity with some of the students at
Friern BarnetŢs Saturday morning drama academy

facilities in the near future.”

The drama club was set up 
by local actress Carolyn Pick-
les, who asked Dominic to take 
over while she is on tour with a 
stage production of Pride and 
Prejudice. 

Having done a few trial ses-
sions, Dominic said: “Carolyn 
has created a supportive and 
creative environment. I look 
forward to seeing how things 
will develop. There is room for 
more in both groups, so we’d 
be very pleased to have some 
new people coming along. The 

classes are especially useful 
for anyone interested in doing 
well in their drama GCSEs, A-
levels, or people who’d like to 
take steps towards becoming 
professional actors.”   

Classes take place in Teth-
erdown Hall on Mondays 
during term time. Years 7, 8 and 
9 meet at 6.30pm. Years 10, 11, 
12 and 13 meet at 8.15pm. Cost 
is £10 per session. For more 
information, contact Dominic 
at d.conway.drama@live.com 
or 07727 243273.



  THE ARCHER -  08717 334465 NOVEMBER 2009
9

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR
By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility





KF COMPUTERS & IMAGING

FUJIFILM DIGITAL

93 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, N2 8AG

02088159898
LAPTOPS & PCs SALE & REPAIR

CUSTOM BUILT COMPUTERS

DATA RECOVERY/BACKUP

REINSTALL SOFTWARES

WIRELESS/WIRED NETWORKING

ALL ACCESSARIES AVAILABLE

SAME DAY SERVICE

FREE LAPTOP/PC CHECKUP

PHOTO PRINTS ANY SIZE 

CUSTOM SIZE AVAILABLE

CANVAS PRINTS & MOUNTING

DIGITAL CAMERAS & FRAMES

ALBUMS TRI/MONO PODS 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 

BEST QUALITY & PRICES

6 PASSPORT/ID PICTURES £4.99 ONLY



























Would you like your family or friends to be able to help with
your finances or personal welfare as you get older?

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

AYZELLL S
S O L I C I T O R S

Please ring our Sally Bentley on 020 8444 0202 if you would like
to discuss this further - home visits can be arranged if needed.

LAYZELLS SOLICITORS
255 Muswell Hill Broadway, N10 1DG

have been practicing in this area for over 50 years.

Pet Accessories,  food

& grooming

22High Road, N2 9PJ

Tel: 020 8444 6422

A clean environment and

friendly service is awaiting

all pet owners

and their beloved ones.

For grooming appointments

please ring in advance

0844 897 8000

Call Natalie on 07889 252548

East Finchley
Baptist Church

Creighton Avenue
East Finchley

Tuesdays 5pm or 6.45pm

All ages welcome including
children from 11 years old!

www.slimmingworld.com

Friern Barnet Rd
(opposite the British Legion)

Wednesdays 9.30am

Friern Barnet
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Fifty days to save the world
In the dark and dangerous backstreets of the metropolis, amongst 
the derelict factories and the looming Olympic Stadium, some-
thing is stirring in the night. It is but a glimmer in a vandalised 
phone box, a dim lash of light in the murk, but it is there just 
the same. It is Brown Gordon, Flash Gordon’s dumber brother, 
back to save the world and with only 50 days to do it.

Faster than a speeding, ecologically sound milk loat, kinder to the 
planet than a solar panel, the polar bears’ friend is back to cut carbon. 
Brown Gordon has his deadline: he must be in Copenhagen in time for 
the pan-galactic climate camp on 7 December and he must be there with 
answers. He has already woven what passes for his magic in Bonn and 
will soon be winging his way above the clouds to Barcelona as he searches 
for the solution.

But can he do it? Can the man who can leap tall buildings in a single 
helicopter prevent the North Pole from melting? Can a man in brownest 
brown triumph again? It has been a tough year for this modern superhero 
for a modern world. Mortally wounded by Diddy David Cameron and almost 
blinded by the glare from Blond Boris, Gordon Brown had even found the 
Prince of Darkness turning against him.

But just when all had seemed lost he dragged himself into a conven-
iently placed toilet and transformed into the superhero he knew he was. 
Copenhagen will be the big one. All he has to do is cool the planet to save 
the world. And, as he soars above the echoing canyons of the City and 
swoops across the sky, he can smell the snow in the air and knows in his 
heart of hearts that he can do it. Besides, he knows that everyone wants 
a white Christmas, even if it takes a man in brown to give it to them.

From the East End to 
East Finchley
If Dame Henrietta Barnett was looking down from on 
high on the East End on Sunday 18 October, she would 
certainly have smiled. The turn-of-the-century philan-
thropist devoted her life to improving the lot of work-
ing people in Whitechapel and beyond. She was also the 
driving force behind the construction of Hampstead 
Garden Suburb and the founder of The Institute, which 
is celebrating its centenary this year.  

The countryside in town
Emilie Selbourne’s second solo show of 20 colour pho-
tographic prints was on show at Chorak Café Gallery 
in the High Road in October. Her exhibition presented 
painterly landscape views of Hampstead Heath and Long 
Lane Pastures showing familiar and secret places with 
decorative details of lora and fauna.

Bishop Douglass 
Christmas party
Just before Christmas last year, more than 100 elderly 
residents of East Finchley enjoyed a lively evening with 
the students and teachers at Bishop Douglass School.

to walk  ‘in the footsteps 
of Dame Henrietta’ 
across London via 
The Institute’s original 
site in NW11 to its new 
premises next to East 
Finchley tube station. 

The irst walker to 
complete the 10-mile 
route was Institute 
Spanish teacher Juan 
Antonio Burgos. The 
aim of the walk was to 
raise money to establish 
a bursary fund for stu-
dents in inancial need 
and many of the walk-
ers were sponsored to 
complete the course.  
Anyone who wants 
to make a donation to 
the fund can contact 
Richard Bradbury at 
The Institute on 020 
8829 4211.

Choir 
becomes 
baying mob
By Marian Bunzl
North London Chorus is 
celebrating Felix Men-
delssohn’s 200th anniver-
sary with a performance of 
his oratorio Elijah, one of 
his best-loved works. 

We in the Chorus are The 
People, and are totally involved 
in the action. We are the mob 
baying for Elijah’s blood, and 
quailing before the anger of the 
heavens.

Come and hear this amazing 
work on Saturday 28 November 
at 7.30pm at St James Church, 
Muswell Hill, N10. Ticketline is 
020 8351 8774 with prices £18, 
£13, £8 (concessions £2 reduc-
tion). Tickets are also available 
from Les Aldrich Music Shop, 
98 Fortis Green Road, N10, and 
at the door. 

On this Sunday morning, a crowd of 
over 70 staff, friends and supporters of The 
Institute set out from Commercial Street, E1, 

Antonio Burgos is the ƒrst to arrive from the 
East End. Photo courtesy HGSI

Inluenced by an art history 
background and a recent MA 
in Photojournalism, the East 
Finchley artist works across 
conventional boundaries of 
genre and approach. Her initial 
daily observations and social 
documentation of Heath life 
developed into a preoccupation 
with the mysteries of nature 
and treasured pockets of urban 
countryside.

Emilie is an active member 
of the Highgate Society, and sup-
ports the protection of rural Eng-

land and its heritage. Her work is 
soon to be published in various 
book forms in aid of these causes. 
For further information, visit 
www.emilieselbourne.com 

This year’s party is on Thurs-
day 10 December from 5pm. 
If you are over the age of 60, 
live in East Finchley and want 
to come, you should book your 
place now. 

The event will consist of a 
three-course Christmas dinner, 
entertainment from the students, 

carol singing, games of bingo and 
a gift from Santa Claus. 

Transport can be provided 
if you are unable to make your 
own way to the school in Ham-
ilton Road.

Contact Pam Kent on 020 8444 
6690 before the end of November 
to reserve your place.

EmilieŢs photo of the Ladies Pond on Hampstead Heath, entitled 
Secluded Idyll
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Regular Events

SPORT & FITNESS
v  Finchley & Hornsey Ramblers 
Group Call Vivien 8883 8190
v Glebelands Indoor Bowls Club, 
Summers Lane N12. New and 
experienced bowlers welcome.
v Keep fit for the Retired on 
Wednesdays, Christ Church N12. 
Call Bridie 8883 5269
vMuswell Hill Bowling Club, Kings 
Ave, N10. New & experienced bowlers 
welcome. Tel: 8883 1178.
vPilates in East Finchley, qualiƒed 
teacher. Contact Dee on 8883 7029
vPilates class Wednesdays, 2.15-
3.15pm at Youth Theatre, N2. Ring 
Penny Hill 8444 2882. 
vTae Kwon Do at The Green Man 
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706
v  Yoga, breathing & relaxation. 
Weekly drop-in classes - N2, N6, N10. 
Phone Judy on 07956 375607. 
v Yoga, pregnancy yoga, meditation 
classes. Call Sunnah 07941 321 772 or 
see www.stretchingpeople.co.uk.

MUSIC ,  DANCE  & 
CREATIVE ARTS
v Art Classes. For info call Henry on 
8888 5133.
v Ballroom Dance Classes, Wednesday 
eves  for beginners & improvers . St 
MaryŢs Church Hall, N3. 8444 0280.
v Ballroom & Latin American Dance 
Classes - beginners and Improvers. Wed & 
Fri eve, Bishop Douglass Sch.  8207 2323.
v Club Dramatika drama club for kids. 
Call 8883 7110.
v Creative writing classes in informal, 
friendly atmosphere. Tel Sallie Rose 
020 8444 7217.
v Drama Classes for 11-18 year olds. 
Mondays at 6.30pm. Contact Carolyn 
on 07905 481682
v East Finchley Writers Group,  Weds 
at the Old White Lion. Contact Carola 
8883 5808 or Lilian 8444 1793.
v  East Finchley Poetry Writing 
Workshops. Monthly on Saturdays. 
Contact Dennis Evans 8346 9528.
v Finchley Jazz Club: Live jazz on Mon 
9 & 23 Nov at 8.15pm, Wilf Slack Cricket 
Pavilion, East End Rd, N3. 
v Line dancing Tuesdays from 
8.30pm at The Constitutional Club. 
Call Maureen 8440 8530.
v  Memory Lane Singing Club - 
friendlysinging club meets every Friday 
in Finchley. Call Valerie 8458 4508.
v Over 50s Tea Dance at Christ 
Church, North Finchley. Every Weds, 
1pm. 020 8444 0280.
v Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist 
Church, Ballards La. Call 8888 4412.
vSalsa lessons Mondays, EF Methodist 
Church. Call Ronnie Raul 07958 605 773 
e:ronnieraul@rocketmail.com
v Street Dance every Tuesday at Old 
Barn for children of various ages
Contact Lorna 07976 203669.
vSwampRock Louisiana Dance Club. 
Live music. Contact Carole 8810 7454 
or www.swamprock.org.uk.
v Symphonic Wind Orchestra Contact 
Caroline Egan 8340 2706
v Tap Dance for children at Old Barn  on 
Mondays, Call Sharon  8349 4613
vTraditional music at EF Constitutional 
Club on 2nd Monday each month from 
8.30 pm. Free to join in or just listen. 

CLUBS & SOCIAL
v Bingo Club  Mondays 7-9 pm, Green 
Man Centre, Contact: Jan 8815 5459
v Contact Lunch Club Tuesdays at the 
Green Man. Call 8444 1162 to book.
v EF National Childbirth Trust con-
tact Ruby Yang or Patrizia Canwell at 
eastƒnchleynct@googlemail.com
v Finchley & District Philatelic Society, 
Contact Brian 8444 3251
v Friendly Rubber Bridge on Weds 
afternoons, call 7722 6209.
v Friends of Cherry Tree Wood www.
cherrytreewood.co.uk or 8883 7544.
v Highgate Film Society, call 8340 
3343 or email: admin@hlsi.net.
vLGBT? 1st Weds every month in a local 
pub. Relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. 
Email efinchleylgbt@hotmail.com for info.
v North London Bridge Club, Muswell 
Hill. Contact 8348 3495
v Jewish Friendship Club for over 60s, 
Tuesdays 1-3 pm at Muswell Hill Synagogue, 
Tetherdown. Call Anita Shaw 8886 6140.
v Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge, 
contact 8883 4390
v Old Barn pre-school club, contact 
8349 4613/1961
v Parent & Toddler Group, Green Man 
Centre, Julia 8444 2276
v  Probus Lunch Club for retired 
professionals. Call John 8883 8114.
vStepping Stones, interactive play session 
for under 3Ţs. Karen 07957 278860.

WhatŢs On... E-mail your listings to: 
the-archer@lineone.net

A friendly welcome awaits you

EAST FINCHLEY METHODIST CHURCH
197 High Road, London N2 (opp. Creighton Ave.)

www.eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk

Sunday service at 10.30 a.m. 
With Creche and Junior Church

Worship   Music  Social events  Toddler Group  Wheelchair friendly

e-mail: info@eastfinchleymethodist.org.uk Room hire tel:020 8444 9887

tel: 0208 346 1700

Wednesday 4 November to Saturday 
7 November:
ũ Rhapsody Opera perform La Traviata 
in the artsdepot studio theatre, N12, at 
7.30pm. Tickets from £10 -£15.
Wednesday 4 November to Saturday 
28 November:
ũ The Barnet Collection 22nd Annual 
Exhibition and Sale of Ceramics and 
Art in aid of NoahŢs Ark ChildrenŢs 
Hospice at The Millie Apthorp Gal-
lery, The Radlett Centre, 1 Aldenham 
Avenue Radlett, Herts. Open Monday 
to Thursday 10.30am - 4pm; Saturday 
10am - 4pm; closed Friday and Sunday. 
Information: 020 8449 8877.
Saturday 7 November
ũ Pavement Pounders at The Institute, 
11 High Road. 11.00: illustrated talk 
on the great contribution refugee artists 
made to 20th century British art and 
culture. After lunch, meet at Hampstead 
Underground Station at 2pm for guided 
walk. Details from Maryanne or David 
on 020 8340 7178. To book contact 
The Institute on 020 8829 4141.
Saturday 7 November - Sunday 22 
November
ũ Finchley Art Society 60th anniver-
sary autumn exhibition, Trinity Church 
concourse, Nether Street, N12, 9am to 
6pm. Free entry.
Sunday 8 November
ũ Live music at East Finchley Method-
ist Church, High Road, opposite the 
library, 7.30pm; Musical Treasures 
by well-loved composers such as 
Schubert, Schumann, Beethoven, 
Gershwin and Gilbert and Sullivan. 
Free admission; collection in aid of 
Barnet Carers. Venue fully accessible 
to people with disabilities.
Thursday 12 November
ũ An evening with Shrabani Basu, 
author of The Spy Princess, the story of 
a Muslim Indian princess who became 
a World War Two spy and died in a 
Nazi concentration camp; the Henri-
etta Barnett School Literary Society; 
advance tickets £5 each. Contact 020 
8209 9730.
ũ ChildrenŢs Bookshop, 29 Fortis Green 
Road, Muswell Hill: book signing, 4 
- 5pm, by Oliver Jeffers, author of How 
to Catch a Star.
Saturday 14 November
ũ Muswell Hill Craft Fair, 10am-4pm, 
Tetherdown Hall, Tetherdown, N10, 
in support of North London Hospice. 
Wide range of handmade items on 
sale, including bags, jewellery, pot-
tery, ceramics and knitted scarves; 
also greetings cards and decorations.  
Refreshments available. Admission £1 
for adults.
ũ Art and Craft Fair in aid of the 
Family Holiday Association, Henri-
etta Barnett School, Central Square, 
NW11, 10.30am - 4.30pm. Over 20 
stalls selling jewellery, pottery, glass, 
scarves, cards and beauty products. 
Café, tombola and an opportunity for 
a relaxing massage. Entry £2.
Until 15 November
ũ Further Towards Nature, new abstract 
canvasses by T. Athiveerapandian, 
Noble Sage Art Gallery, Fortis Green, 
Mondays and Tuesdays by appoint-
ment only, Wednesday to Friday, 11am 
to 7.30pm, Saturday and Sunday 11am 
- 5pm. Free entry.
Thursday 19 November
ũ Jewish Community Centre for 
London, The Safe Space - Racism 
and Football - Are we really kicking 
it out? A conversation with Paul Elliot 
MBE, former Chelsea and Aston Villa 
player; Brendon Baston MBE, the first 
black player at Arsenal; and Rimla 
Akhtar, chair of MuslimŢs Women 
Sports Foundation; 8pm, The Media 
Entrance, Emirates Stadium, London 

N7. Price £10 in advance, £12 on the 
door. Tickets and information: 020 
7431 9866.
Saturday 21 November
ũ ChildrenŢs Bookshop, 29 Fortis 
Green Road, Muswell Hill: book 
signings, 11am -12 noon, by Michael 
Morpurgo, author of Running Wild, 
and Emma Chichester Clark, author of  
Happy Birthday, Blue Kangaroo!
ũ Pavement Pounders at The Insti-
tute. Meet 11am at The Institute for 
a talk, then meet at Warren Street 
Underground Station for guided walk 
to explore British Bohemia and its char-
acters. Details from Maryanne or David 
on 020 8340 7178. To book, contact 
The Institute on 020 8829 4141.
ũ Finchley Choral Society per-
form BeethovenŢs Mass in C and 
MendelssohnŢs Psalm 115 and other 
Sacred Settings; St. Pancras Parish 
Church, Euston Road, London NW1 
2BA, 7.45pm. Tickets £16 and £10. 
Children free. Available on the door 
or from Les Aldrich Music, 98 Fortis 
Green Rd. London N10 3HN. Visit 
www.finchleychoral.org.uk
Sunday 22 November
ũ East Finchley Open Art and Craft 
Fair, Martin School, High Road, 11am 
- 5pm. Entry free. Voluntary donation 
of £1 to local charities entitles entry to  
prize draw. For full information, visit 
www.eastfinchleyopen.org.uk
Saturday 28 November: 
ũ Tree planting at Long Lane Pasture 
opposite fire station, Long Lane, N3, 
as part of National Tree Week, 10am 
- 12 noon. 
ũ North London Chorus celebrates 
Felix MendelssohnsŢs  200th anni-
versary with a performance of his 
oratorio Elijah, 7.30pm, St JamesŢ 
Church, Muswell Hill, N10. Ticketline: 
020 8351 8774. Prices £18, £13, £8 
(Concessions £2 reduction). Tickets 
also available from Les Aldrich Music 
Shop, 98 Fortis Green Road, N10, and 
at  door. Retiring collection in aid of St. 
JamesŢs Church Organ Appeal.
Sunday 29 November
ũ Light up a Life multi-faith lighting cer-
emony to remember loved ones at the 
North London Hospice, 47 Woodside 
Avenue, N12. To sponsor a light in the 
chestnut tree and for ceremony details, 
call funding department on 020 8446 
2288. Lights visible every evening from 
4 - 9pm until early January.
WhatŢs on at artsdepot 
Thursday 12 November, 8pm, The Yid-
dish Song Project; Friday 13 November, 
8pm, London Jazz Festival, Clare Teal; 
Saturday 14 November, 8pm, London 
Jazz Festival, Amit Chaudhuri; Sunday 
15 November, 1pm, Sunday Buzz, Brass 
Jaw; Wednesday 18 November, 8pm, 
Drawing Through History; Thursday 19 
November, 8pm, Stewart Francis -Tour 
De Francis; Thursday 19 November, 
8pm, An Audience with Angela Rippon; 
Saturday 21 November, London Jazz 
Festival - Giulia y Los Tellarini / Simon 
Harris and The Bright Size Gypsies; 
Sunday 22 November, 1pm, Sunday 
Buzz -Napoleon Maddox; Tuesday 
24 November to Friday 27 November, 
Romeo & Juliet; Thursday 26 November, 
7.30pm, A Taste of Honey; Thursday 26 
November, 7pm, Pacheco Uncorked; 
Friday 27 November, 8.30pm, Folk in 
the Foyer; Saturday 28 November, 8pm, 
A Journey through Jazz.
Thursday 3 December to Sunday 6 
December
ũ The Garden Suburb Theatre presents 
a modern-dress production of William 
ShakespeareŢs Twelfth Night, Upstairs 
at the Gatehouse, Highgate Village, N6. 
Performances at 8pm, and Sunday at 
4pm. Tickets £10 (£8 concessions). Box 
office: 020 8340 3488.

Comedy tonight
A comedy night is starting up in East Finchley and there 
are hopes that it will become a regular monthly event. 
Tumbleweed Comedy wants to showcase the best come-
dians on the London circuit and provide a platform for 
local comedians.

London Jazz Festival 
Artsdepot is joining forces with the London Jazz 
Festival for a third year running, to bring the best of 
jazz to north London. 

Review: Festival music
By Ken Carter
At lunchtime on Saturday 3 October, we listened to a 
[bass] viol da gamba duo. These instruments have seven 
gut strings each, an unfamiliar tuning, no sound post 
and an awkward-looking but historically-correct bowing-
style. Claire Bracher and Liam Byrne played on them 
sweetly, softly and with gentle vibrance. 

Compere Alex Perkins, who 
lives in Blackdown Close, off Oak 
Lane, has put the event together 
with friends Mat Ruttle, Carl 
Sedgwick and Rachel Espoti, 
who perform sketches together 
under the name Claque.

Also on the bill at the Old 
White Lion pub, next to the tube 
station, are stand-ups, character 
comics, a comedy magician and 
singer-songwriters.

Alex said they hoped it 
would be an antidote to the 
wintry weather and something 
to cheer up locals if they are 

feeling down about our parking 
zone changes.

“We want to create a warm 
atmosphere, nothing aggressive, 
where people don’t have to feel 
nervous about sitting in the front 
and being picked on,” he said.  

Tumbleweed Comedy was 
due to stage its irst evening at the 
Old White Lion on 4 November, 
as we went to press. It will return 
on 2 December. A special area of 
the Old White Lion is sectioned 
off on club nights with tickets 
priced £5 on the door. The rest 
of the pub is open as normal.

That evening, with stunning 
vitality and precision, keenly 
alert to differences in era, the 
London Mozart Players played 
Britten, Bach and Haydn, con-
ductor-less. Susanna Candlin 
led, and her authority as soloist 
in Bach’s First Violin Concerto 
was vigorous and stylish.

Geoffrey Hanson conducted 
the irst performance of his 
Five Nocturnes for Tenor and 
Chamber Orchestra, written in 

memory of Angela Beveridge, 
an East Finchley parishioner 
of character. Smoothly, haunt-
ingly and ably, Ian Priestley 
sang of the Evening Primrose, 
night in wartime, wintry lost 
childhood, cats on the tiles and 
the ‘great gift of sleep’. I was 
impressed. Hanson’s music has 
appeal and integrity. He writes 
simply and sparely, with an 
acute ear for the precise sound 
he requires.

One of the star attractions will 
be award-winning singer and 
BBC Radio 2 personality Clare 
Teal. She will treat the audience 
to Latin grooves, uplifting swing, 
close harmony vocals and killer 
ballads, all delivered with her dis-
tinctive style and lair, on Friday 
13 November at 8pm.

Internationally acclaimed 
singer, composer and novelist 
Amit Chaudhuri performs songs 
from his latest album encompass-
ing blues, jazz and rock on Satur-
day 14 November at 8pm.

Sunday Buzz on 15 November 
from 1pm is Brass Jaw, a stellar 
line-up of Scottish jazz musicians 
delivering an original set of well-
loved jazz standards. On Sunday 
21 November, you can catch a 

double bill of Simon Harris and 
the Bright Size Gypsies for a jazz 
journey around the world.

Ticket prices vary for the 
London Jazz Festival. For details 
and to book tickets, contact 
artsdepot on 020 8369 5454 or 
visit www.artsdepot.co.uk.

Clare Teal. Photo courtesy artsdepot

One Inch Punch, one of the acts appearing at Tumbleweed Comedy.
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Letters to the editor Send your correspondence 

to: “Letters Page”, 
The Archer, PO Box 3699, 
London N2 8JA or e-mail 
the-archer@lineone.net.

Let te rs  w i thout  ver i f i ab le 
contact addresses will not be 
reviewed or printed. Contact 
details can be withheld, however, 

on request at publication. 

Klages Plumbing & Heating Agency LTD.

CONTACT TELEPHONE No:   020 8346 7218  /  8636

KLAGE
A NAME IN PLUMBING FOR OVER 40 YEARS
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 garden design

 hard landscaping

 maintenance

 interior & office
    plant displays

 East Finchley based

 soft landscaping

Mob. 07939 557 934 Tel. 020 8365 3615

brera gardens

Email: breragardens1@btinternet.com

Calendar 2010
Please send me THE ARCHER Calendar 2010.
Name:  ……………………………………...........................
Address: …………………………………............................
……………………………………………............................
.........................................................................................
Postcode: ……………………………….............................
Telephone: ………………………………...........................
Email address: …………………………............................

Number of copies …….. at £5.00 per copy.
I enclose a cheque for  £…………. made payable to 
‘The Archer’.
All proceeds to The Bobath Centre for children with Cerebal Palsy.

Post this order form to: 
The Archer, PO Box 3699, London N2 8JA
Please note: Delivery is free. Allow at least 14 days for delivery.

ARCHER THE 
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Danger roads surround 
hospital

Dear Editor,
Re the redevelopment of Finchley 

Memorial Hospital (THE ARCHER, July 
2009), I’m especially puzzled about the 
reference to a possible bus service to 
and from the new hospital, given the 
appalling chaos that presently exists in 
Bow Lane and Granville Road, which 
the NHS and the council have felt it 
to ignore, to the shocking detriment 
of the residents.

Both roads will continue to be 
points of access to the new hospital and 
I wonder how on earth a bus will be able 
to manoeuvre through totally unsuitable 
roads in their present state.

I am the nearest resident to the 
existing hospital and every day is 
fraught with the horror of excessive 
moving trafic, parking on both sides of 
the roads, inevitable noise, congestion 
and danger.

Unless and until the NHS and 
council face up to the fact that drastic 
measures need to be taken about the 
state of both roads, I really cannot see 
how the redevelopment can be remotely 
successful. It is shameful that neither 
organisation will listen to the people 
who have everyday experience of the 
dangers present on both roads, or are 
they waiting for a fatality to happen?
Yours faithfully,
Sally Underwood,
Granville Road, N12.

Support for pavilion 
plans

Dear Editor,
I would like to inject some optimism 

into the discussions around the plans 
for the Cherry Tree Wood pavilion, 
particularly in response to letters by 
Summerlee Avenue residents in the 
October 2009 edition of THE ARCHER.  

Sally-Ann Wigield’s vision for the 
space couldn’t be further removed from 
McDonald’s. On the contrary, her plan 
is to introduce an innovative cafe that 
promotes healthy eating, combined 
with a well-being space and a venue 
for nutrition education. 

Families and school groups will be 
able to eat healthy food, learn about 
nutrition, grow some veggies, practise 
yoga and relax in the peaceful sur-
roundings of the park.

As a local resident and environ-
mental educator, I am very excited by 
Sally’s plans, and I recently met with 
her to discuss ideas for a holistic educa-
tion programme around healthy eating, 
healthy living and a healthy planet. 

Yes, the character of the building 
will change somewhat, but at present 
it is an eyesore and a hazard, whereas 
these proposals offer a fantastic oppor-
tunity to bring it back to useful life. Char-
ismatic features of the building, such 
as the front arches and the roof turret, 
will be retained, while new elements 
such as a sustainable green roof and 
well-being space will add value. How 
this will lead to an increase in “petty 
crime” is beyond me. 

Surely the best way forward is 
not to look for problems, but to work 
together to ind the best outcome for 
the community. I, for one, support Sally 
all the way. 
Yours faithfully,
Shayna Barby
High Road, N2

Bird-brained legislators
Dear Editor,

Your correspondent Jake Eise-
man-Renyard (The Archer, August 
2009) is mistaken in his assump-
tion that replica birds of prey would 
cause the small flock of pigeons 

Wonderful workmen
Dear Editor,

I live on a local housing associa-
tion estate which is currently being 
modernised and the thought of having 
all my windows and patio doors 
replaced within one day sounded 
quite a “challenging” experience. All 
my concerns vanished when Nation-
care demonstrated their workmen’s 
schedule was “faster than a speeding 
bullet”.

Their team of workmen greatly 
impressed me as they were highly 
efficient, helpful and professional 
from the moment they arrived in my 
home until they left. Nothing was 
too much trouble for them to ensure 
that everything went smoothly and 
I was minimally inconvenienced. It 
was great to see a team of efficient 
workmen for a change. I think it’s 
important to give credit where it’s 
due.
Yours faithfully,
Name and address supplied.

outside Budgens to up sticks and 
move home.

Former London Mayor Ken 
Livingstone made the same error a 
few years back when he decided to 
pay ‘hawkmen’ £60,000 per annum 
to attack and chase away Trafalgar 
Square’s historic flock using real 
birds of prey.

At the t ime, Livingstone 
described pigeons as “rats with 
wings, but stupid”. Tourists were 
horrified to see pigeons ripped 
asunder by falcons, but the flock 
stayed put. Why? The answer is 
simple: they are homing birds. 
Clearly, Ken’s bird-brained advis-
ers forgot to tell him.

Those who obsess over the 
supposed health hazard posed by 
30 or so birds may have noticed 
the large volume of motor traffic 
passing by. Recent statistics show 
London has higher levels of deadly 
nitrogen dioxide emissions than 
any other European capital. This 
is estimated to cause 3,000 deaths 
each year.

Am I alone in wondering whether 
pigeons are being scapegoated for 
problems our legislators will not 
solve, when they can fly away?
Yours faithfully,
Steve Norman,
Elmshurst Crescent, N2.

New-look Budgens
By Diana Cormack
On 17 October the Mayor of Barnet oficially opened the 
refurbished Budgens store on Viceroy Parade. Councillor 
Brian Coleman was accompanied by his mother the 
Mayoress, a resident of East Finchley who lives “just 
up the road”. 

He congratulated owners 
Shalil Bhattessa and Yougesh 
Jegeswaran on their new look store 
which he hoped would encourage 
people to shop locally and bring 
more trade to the High Road.  

The new layout has created 
more space for a greater range of 
stock, including improved bakery 

and off licence areas. Over the years 
Budgens has become a contributor 
to the community, with the staff sup-
porting a number of different chari-
ties and contributions being made to 
a variety of local causes. They’ll be 
selling THE ARCHER 2010 Calendar 
in aid of the Bobath Centre from 
mid-November.
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Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-7pm

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting
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EYE EXAMINATIONS

DESIGNER EYEWEAR

CONTACT LENSES

LATE NIGHT

DYSLEXIA CLINIC

DVLA APPROVED

OLD FASHIONED SERVICE

020 8883-2020
126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY

www.securebase.co.uk

0800 279 0792
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www.securebase.co.uk

112 High Rd East Finchley London N2

Est 1988

020 8442 0660

Review: 
Whistle and 
Wink 
By Betti Blatman 
Waiting for The Whistle 
and Wink Comedy Show 
to begin, the audience at 
the Finchley Youth Theatre 
were warmed up by the 
show’s hostess, Shelley, 
before Cecilia Holmes’s 
arrival on stage. 

Cecilia gave an over-the-top 
hilarious improvisation of ‘Ivana’ 
emphasising extensive  plastic 
surgery and Botox procedures 
carried out by ‘Dr Freedman’ 
(Howard Mattingley) in exchange 
for personal favours. 
Later, a mysterious psychic 
medium appeared through a 
cloud of smoke before revealing 
herself to be Cecilia under 
a huge wig, and once again 
we listened to her fabulous 
vocals and keyboard whilst 
accompanied by drummer 
Jason Everitt. Cecilia’s inale 
was as herself in formal dress, 
accompanied by Julian on 
guitar, singing Angel Child, 
which she wrote and dedicated 
to her 11-year-old daughter.

Although Cecilia performs 
regular spots on the comedy 
circuit, this performance on 26 
September was her irst full-
length gig in association with 
Gareth Nash, her co-writer of 
songs, lyrics and acts.

Next up will be a Valentine’s 
comedy event, “The Whistle 
and Wink Comedy Show Under 
Cupid’s Bow”, on Sunday 14 
February 2010 at 8pm. Tickets 
are priced £12.50 and include 
a glass of wine and canapes. 
Contact Cecilia on 020 8444 
8702 or 07533 750400.

THE ARCHER Calendar 2010 on sale 
THE ARCHER Calendar 2010 is on sale now. It is the perfect accompaniment to any wall 
and, at just £5, makes a very affordable Christmas or New Year gift for family and 
friends.

Bobath Centre: “The 
best place in the world.”
By Kevin Gillespie, Bobath Centre fundraising 
manager
On a recent visit with her son Laurence, Ann Williams 
described the Bobath Centre as “The best place in 
the world.”

Thank you to everyone 
who sent in photographs of 
life in East Finchley for us 
to choose from. Our judges 
had a tough job whittling them 
down to the inal 12 but the 
end result is a truly special 
calendar celebrating people 
and places in N2.

Buy your calendar now
Thanks to the support of 

local traders and businesses, 
you can buy your calendar 
over the counter at shops 
and venues in the High Road 
and East End Road. Look 
out for THE ARCHER Calendar 
2010 posters in shop windows 
across East Finchley.

Or turn to page 11 and 
use our form to order by 
post. Send us your name 
and address, along with pay-
ment, and the calendar will 
be delivered straight to your 
door. Delivery is free.

Laurence was ive months 
old when he began twitching 
uncontrollably. Epilepsy was 
diagnosed and a MRI scan 
conirmed that brain damage 
had occurred during preg-
nancy. There was no obvious 
cause; he was just one of the 
unlucky children born with 
cerebral palsy. 

Happily, Laurence has 
beneited over the years from 
visits to the internationally-
acclaimed treatment clinic in 
East Finchley and, as a conse-
quence, has been able to go to 
his local school.

What is cerebral palsy?
It is an umbrella term 

describing a group of disor-
ders caused by damage to the 
immature brain. It takes many 
forms, but usually a child will 
ind it hard to control their 
muscles, maintain postures 
and co-ordinate movement. 
This makes it difficult for 
them to do simple tasks like 
getting dressed and eating, and 
to cope with the demands of 
mainstream education.  

“Our aim,” says the centre’s 
director Jayne Pearce, “is to 
improve a child’s quality of life 
so that they are healthy, active 
and able to be as independent 
as possible. The centre works 
almost exclusively with chil-
dren who have cerebral palsy. 

This has given us a wealth of 
knowledge and experience 
that’s hard to ind anywhere 
else.”
Meeting a range of needs

Ann agrees: “They don’t 
accept the notion that nothing 
can be done for a child. They 
keep searching for solutions.” 
Laurence has limited use of 
his right side, and problems 
chewing, using his tongue and 
closing his lips. His condition 
requires not only the skills of 
a physiotherapist to make his 
right side stronger, but also a 
speech and language therapist 
to improve his eating and 
speaking, and an occupational 
therapist to work with him on 
activities that will give him the 
independence he needs as he 
gets older. 

This is where the centre 
comes into its own. “If a 
child has a variety of different 
problems our specialists work 
collectively to devise a single 
treatment plan incorporating all 
the child’s therapy needs,” says 
Jayne. “This bespoke service 
can make a difference even for 
children with highly complex 
conditions.”

Names of the mother and 
child in this article have been 
changed. You can contact the 
Bobath Centre on 020 8444 
3355.

Our special thanks go 
to Photobox.co.uk, who are 
printing the calendars free of 
charge, meaning every time 
you buy one the whole £5 
goes straight to our chosen 
charity.

This year, we are sup-

porting the vital work of the 
Bobath Centre for Children 
with Cerebral Palsy in East 
End Road, which provides 
therapy, treatment and emo-
tional support for families 
affected by this debilitating 
condition.


