THE ARCHER - 08717 334465

5

NOVEMBER 2009

Polyclinic back to drawing board

By Janet Maitland

The Mayor of London has decided that an application to double the size of the planned
medical centre on East End Road does not comply with the London Plan for new

developments.

Barnet Council gave per-
mission for the polyclinic on
the site of Finchley Manor
Garden Centre last September.
This followed an appeal by Clo-
verdale Estates Ltd, a property
development company, against
a council decision made in
December 2007.

Permission was refused
then because the plan did not
protect the status of the site,
which is designated as Met-
ropolitan Open Land (MOL),
equivalent to Green Belt. The
appeal was successful because
the new plan incorporated a
‘wellbeing’ garden and it was
argued that no other suitable
sites were available. Clover-
dale has now revised its plans
again and wants permission for

a bigger centre.
GPs and pharmacists not

consulted

The clinic will have facili-
ties for consultation, diagnosis
and treatmentand could have an
impact on local GPs and phar-
macists. However, it appears
that none has been consulted
about the new application, nor
were they last year.

A Barnet spokesperson said
that last year’s application and
the latest one are “both classed
as major applications for which
consultation requirements are
the same”.

Mayor of London’s

statement
Councillor Colin Rogers
has registered with the Mayor

an objection that the council
had approved only a clinic of
less than 1,000 sq metres, not a
“large medical centre that will
nothaveabeneficial relationship
with the open nature ofthe MOL
site or its surroundings”.

The Mayor has stated that
the proposed use of MOL is
inappropriate. However, he
believes there are special cir-
cumstances, such as the preser-
vation of the open frontage of
the site, which override MOL
requirements. His objections
are in relation to sustainable
development, access, transport
and parking, not the size of the
building. If Barnet decides to
give permission, legislation
requires that the Major must
be consulted again.

Green flag fails to fly over East
Finchley’s park

By Diana Cormack

Despite weeks of refurbishment work carried out earlier this year, Barnet’s attempt
to win Green Flag status for Cherry Tree Wood (THE ArcHER, April 2009) has been

unsuccessful.

A council spokesman toldus
that Cherry Tree Wood was one
ofeeight Barnet parks considered
for the prestige mark for open
spaces. The other seven were
successful once again.

“Despite extensive improve-
ment works which we worked
on with the Friends of Cherry
Tree Wood group, judges
decided that the park was one
pointshortofthetotal itrequired
to be given a Green Flag,” said
the spokesman.

“Further improvements are
planned for the wood, includ-
ing new welcome signs for the
fences that are being designed
through a competition run by
the Friends. The group is also
gathering feedback from park
users about other improvements
they would like. The wood has
also been chosen as one of the
Playbuilder sites (see Younc
ARCHER on page 8) meaning it
will receive funding for natu-
ral play opportunities for older
children before the end of this
financial year.”

Pavilion and path

So how did Cherry Tree
Wood fall short of the required
total? Apparently the scoring
for Green Flags is achieved by
a combined score from several
different assessments, including
visual judging and assessments of
the long-term plans for the park.
The final score is given in bands
and Cherry Tree Wood’s band
was one below the requirement.
The main criticisms were about

the condition of the pavilion and
the footpath in the wood and the
uncertainty around timescales for
improving both. The council said
it remains committed to work-
ing with the Friends group and
other park users to bring further
improvements to the park in the
near future.

Let THE ARCHER know what
you think about Cherry Tree
Wood. Our contact details are
on page 2.

Finchley Carpet Cleaner

¢ Professional Carpet Cleaning DW

¢ Oriental Rug Cleaning
e Stain Removal

e Also We Do Removals

Tel: 020 8815 9508

Mob: 07930177510

This car was spotted driving the wrong way over the Church Lane
bridge. Photo courtesy of the EFVRA.

One-way wrong way

Members of East Finchley Village Residents Association
have urged drivers to observe the one-way system in

Church Lane.

An EFVRA member pho-
tographed a car coming over
the railway-bridge the wrong
way on a Saturday morning
in August. Then one Friday in
September, a group of EFVRA
members were attending a street
meeting with police constables
from the Safer Neighbourhood
Team when they watched in
horror as a car calmly turned
right out of Trinity Road.

The driver ignored the sign
opposite showing thatonly a left
turn was permissible, and drove
up over the railway-bridge
against the one-way system.
The police constables were too
far away to take any action, and
the numberplate could not be
seen in the fading light.

Regular risk-taking

EFVRA spokesperson
Caroline Broome said: “While
there will always be irrespon-
sible drivers who occasionally
take a risk and break the law,

the case in Church Lane is quite
different. These are notisolated
events, butaregular occurrence,
which we fear will inevitably
result in someone being killed
or seriously injured.”

The group’s members are
also dismayed that Barnet
Council has rejected out of
hand the request for Church
Lane to be made a 20mph
zone. At the EFVRA meeting
on 14 September, Councillor
Colin Rogers agreed to raise
the matter with the Environ-
ment Committee.

Barnet Council has told
EFVRA that its decisions are
based upon speed surveys car-
ried out in Church Lane.

You can contact EFVRA at
east.finchley.village.residents.a
ssociation@yvirginmedia.com.
The next EFVRA meeting will
be held at The East Finchley
Constitutional Club, The Walks,
N2, on 9 November at 8pm.

Greene Driving School
East Finchley N2
From £17.50 x 2 Hr lessons
Safe driving for life
Low Co2 footprint 114
Eco & Low Maint Tuition
Pass Plus 4 cheaper
Insurance. Greenedriving.co.uk

Call John m.imi
0773 851 4406

Cree Godfrey Wood

Solicitors
Commissioners for Oaths
Hours: 9.30am to 5.30pm.
email:admin@creegodfreyandwood.co.uk
28 High Road, London N2 9P]
Tel: 020 8883 9414 / 9496 / 0989

www.creegodfreyandwood.co.uk

Do you suffer with bowel problems?
Cecilia Holmes R.G.N. R.C.T. is a trained nurse and colonic therapist.
She can help.

Colonic Hydrotherapy treatments help with I.B.S. Constipation, headaches
and candida problems. After a colonic you will have better energy levels.

Alternatively home visits are available to administer herbal enemas and massage,
a gentler, but longer route to cleansing the bowel, but just as effective.

tel: 07533 750 400 or 020 8444 8702

email: colonicscc@yaho0.co.nz

ﬂq)Gentlemens Barbers

Mondays to Wednesdays:

Discounts for Senior Citizens.

50 High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9PJ
t: 0208 815 5557

Judith Costa BSc DPodM
Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Available for home visits
Please call for an appointment

Tel: 0208 365 2393 Mobile: 07802 88 7919

EAST FINCHLEY BEST KEBAB

OPEN 7DAYS A WEEK

MON-THURS: 11.30AM-12.30.AM
FRI-SAT: 11.30AM - 1.00AM
SUNDAY 1PM-12 MIDNIGHT

FREE HOME DELIVERY

MINIMUM ORDER - £9 (WITHIN A 3 MILE RADIUS)
MONDAY-SATURDAY: 5PM - 10PM - NOT SUNDAY
TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME - READY FOR COLLECTION IN 10 MINUTES

150 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY N2 9ED

020 8365 2289

GEMINI PHOTOGRAPHIC
Camera sales and repair centre

Set of 6 ID or Passport photos: adults
and children @ £3.99 babies @ £5.00
Telescope sale now on plus special offers
on selected items, come in and see!

Used cameras purchased and sold.
Repair problem? See the technician
for an estimate, Fri/Sat 10.30~6.00

58 High Road. East Finchley. N2 9PN. 020 8883 6152.




