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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)

HOST FAMILIES WANTED
CAN YOU OFFER A HOME TO EUROPEAN

KIDS ON SCHOOL TRIPS?
4 nights - Monday evening to Friday morning

Phone Jerry for further details
020 7794 6496 /// 07970 979 254

Expenses paid - £108 in total for 2 students
for 4 nights or £162 for 3 students

They will need meals and dropping/picking up
to/ from the coach on the High Rd. every day

Students will be out all day on organized trips

Mandana @ Jennie Mann 
 

This Valentine/ 
Mothers Day                                    
 
Treat your partner with a gift voucher (Ladies only)  
where she can relax and enjoy Mandana�s top to 
toe treatment with the knowledge that she is in 
good hands. 
 
The treatment on offer is: 
 
A full facial + manicure and back massage for £75 
Duration 2 hrs 
Full Facial (only) £50 
The experience is one that stimulates all the 
senses in a unique atmosphere. 
 
For appointments or gift vouchers please call  
Mob: 07764227767 Or tel: 0208 365 22 84 
63A Church Lane, East Finchley, London, N2 8DR  
This offer is valid from the 1st February to the 
31st March 2009 

Concern over Post 
Office rumour
By Daphne Chamberlain
A rumour that East Finchley Post Office was being consid-
ered for closure, with the Muswell Hill Office being kept 
open at our expense, caused concern last month. Fortu-
nately, it seems to have been a misunderstanding. 

Thoughts on the 
demise of Woolworths      
By Daphne Chamberlain
As a child in the West End, my mother used to go with her 
own mother to the first London Woolworths in Edgware 
Road. “Everyone used to call it the 3d and 6d shop,” she 
says. “They didn’t have anything that cost more than 6d, 
so it was well within my mum’s purse. We used to walk 
over from Goodge Street every week.”

Last month I joined a sad 
little crowd buying Woolies’ 
souvenirs at Muswell Hill. 
“You could still get good bar-
gains in here,” said the woman 
beside me in the queue. “But if 
you wanted something that was 
difficult to carry, it was easier to 
go somewhere you could park,” 
said someone else.

Sippy Azizollah writes:  
Having worked at the South-
gate branch of Woolworths in 
the 1970s, I am saddened by the 
closure. When I worked there it 
was a really busy shop. I remem-
ber trying to sneak the odd toffee 
from the Pick and Mix.

There was a great team 
spirit there, and very often the 
manager would come down 
and work on the checkout if we 
were short of staff. I bought a 
great deal of kitchenware and 
remember trying to find ways 
of wriggling out of the yearly 
stock-taking weekend.

I went to the Muswell Hill 
branch last week, and it felt 
really hollow. There were 
two assistants packing up the 
display units, and when asked 
how they felt, one was near 
to tears, and the other said: 
“Muswell Hill won’t feel the 
same any more.”

Gary L Grange, Post Office 
Network Senior External Rela-
tions Manager, told THE ARCHER 
that both East Finchley and 
Muswell Hill “are part of the 
Post Office Network, and there 
are currently no plans for this 
position to change.”

MP Rudi Vis’s office has also 
been assured by the national net-
work that there are no plans to 
close East Finchley. In fact, it 
is actually scheduled for some 
refurbishment, but that will be 
done while the office is open.

Councillor Alison Moore told 
us: “It’s perfectly possible that that 
is where the idea that it’s “on a list” 
comes from, but rest assured that 
Rudi and I, along with Andrew and 
Colin, will be keeping a very close 
eye on things and would fight any 
plans to close East Finchley High 
Road Post Office. It’s right at the 
heart of our community, an anchor 
to our town centre and a vital facility 

for local residents. You only have 
to stand on our street stall on a Sat-
urday to see just how well used it 
is, and the picture is no different 
during the week.”

Muswell Hill’s MP, Lynne 
Featherstone, thought it highly 
unlikely that Crown Post offices 
would close, but added: “How-
ever, I think we must take 
nothing for granted, and the 
remaining sub-post offices 
need watching over.” 

New 
home for 
association
By Daphne Chamberlain
Muswell Hill and Fortis 
Green Association are 
delighted with their new 
venue in Pages Lane. 

They will have the privilege of 
sharing the centrally situated North 
Bank Community Centre with 
Muswell Hill’s oldest tree - a 300-
year-old horse chestnut, measuring 
15 to 18 feet around its trunk.

On a human level, North Bank 
also houses the Whittington antena-
tal services, groups for parents and 
children, a Vintage Club for older 
people, and an information centre. 

The next event in the Oak 
Room will be on Wednesday 
18 February at 8pm, when local 
historians David Dell and Albert 
Finching will be talking about 
Haringey’s Hidden Streams.

For more information about 
North Bank and its facilities, 
visit www.mhmc.org.uk, and 
to find out more about the 
Muswell Hill and Fortis Green 
Association, call chairman John 
Hajdu on 020 8883 8114 or visit 
www.mhfga.1to1.org

Charity collection in 
Budgens
A collection taken in 
Budgens raised £260 for 
the charity North London 
Lupus. 

Sippy Azizollah, herself a 
lupus sufferer, was ably assisted 
by the manager and staff at the 
High Road store. Some of them 
had donated cakes and biscuits 
for the table of free goodies. 
Sippy told THE ARCHER: “East 
Finchley residents are the kind-
est and most generous people 
I’ve ever met. The applause goes 
to Budgens and all who shop 
there. They are amazing.” 

 

                    
If  your smiles looking a little lacklustre, why not try 
Beyond WhiteSpa; A revolutionary new tooth whitening 
system that promises to give you a celebratory smile without 
the dentist in just one hour.  

From Just £149 
Call today for more information and to book an appointment:
Tel:   02084 443 936          Mobile:  07813 172 485 

148 High Road, East Finchley N2 9ED 

       

For a friendly chat to find out more,
call Victoria on 07890 544 363

PERSONAL TRAINER
VICTORIA GALER

(REPs Qualified)
“start today and make a difference”

Weight Control 
Ante & Post Natal
Body Conditioning

Core Stability
Postural Training
Nutritional Advice

PLUS
FREE consultation

£10 off your first session

The shutters are down on the Muswell Hill branch of Woolies. Photo 
by John Lawrence.

Sippy collecting in Budgens. Photo by Diana Cormack.

Under new 
management
By Betti Blatman 
Since the closure of the 
sub-post office in East End 
Road, the newsagent is now 
under new management. 

An enthusiastic Uma Nathan 
wants to expand a range of 
products to suit local residents’ 
requirements and would welcome 
suggestions.

He intends to stock newspa-
pers and magazines, household 
items and a full range of station-
ery, as well as installing a cash 
machine. The shop will provide 
free local delivery for OAPs and 
disabled persons.


