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Youth make the most

of Stanley

By Adam Castledine

Field

Football fever came to Stanley Field once more when the
East Finchley Monday Club held a mini sports day. For
these young people, it is their only access to some form
of permanent sporting facility.

Sandwiched between a
railway track and a housing
estate, Stanley Field has been
longneglected but the Finchley
Community Development
Trust (FCDT) is lobbying for
the 2.4 acre site to be developed
for community use.

Dereliction

The asphalt pitch still exists
butthefloodlights arerusted and
the field is horribly overgrown.
Were itnot for the dedication of
local volunteers the site would
be worse still, strewn with glass
and refuse.

Chair of the FCDT, Roger
Chapman, said: “Inthe absence
of any firm progress from the
council there is a risk Stanley
Road will remain derelict
for years to come. We are
challenging Council leader
Mike Freer to support the
reopening of the playing fields
for community use and not to
allow this valuable open space
to join the long list of playing
fields that have been sold off
and lost forever.”

Enthusiastic response
The sports day was the

second time this year that the
community had shown their
commitment to the land. A
football tournament was held
back in April, too.

Joe Strong, one of the leaders
ofthe Monday Club, ran a series
of ‘King ofthe PenaltySpot’tour-
naments for various ages together
with a ‘King of the Hoops’ bas-

Young footballers want Stanley Field to be a field for the whole community. Photographs by Adam Castledine

ketball competition that was only
possibleafterthey provided their
own basketball hoop. The sheer
passion and enthusiasm from the
child, teenage, and adultcompeti-
tors ensured that a fantastic day
was had by all.

On site medical assistance
came from Kate, ‘the first
aider’, who admittedly had
only one small bout of sun burn
to deal with, and medals were
handed out to the enthusiastic
contestants and the winners of
the competitions.

Four months of disruption

As The Archer went to press, a four-month project to replace 550 metres of gas mains
in East Finchley was getting under way. The work is expected to bring major disrup-
tion to the junction of Fortis Green, East End Road and High Road.

Four-way temporary traffic
lights will be in use at the junc-
tion until the end of September.
These will become three-way
lights in October when East
EndRoad will be one-way west-
bound from the junction of the
HighRoadto therailway bridge.
Buses using East End Road will

Contractor
injured
trying to
stop traffic

By Janet Maitland

A man was taken to hos-
pital after a traffic colli-
sion involving a car and
a pedestrian on Kitchener
Road on 30 July. The acci-
dent happened at about
12.30pm when a contractor
working for National Grid
Skanska tried to prevent
a motorist from entering
Kitchener Road from the
High Road.

“A crane was blocking the
street, so you couldn’t go down
it anyway,” said a bystander
“and there was a warning notice
on the pavement.”

“The driverkeptedging for-
ward towards the workman,”
said a spokesperson from the
Safer Neighbourhood Unit,
who attended the scene of the
accident. “When the car hithim
and hurt his leg, the workman
put his fist down on the bonnet
of the car and dented it.”

The ambulance service has
confirmed that they took a 40-
year-old manto Barnet Hospital
with a leg injury. The injuries
were not serious.

“The matter is under inves-
tigation,” said a spokesperson
from Skanska. “We are unable
to comment further at this
time.”

Council leader comments
on Stanley Field

Following an article in the Hendon and Finchley Times
about the fight for Stanley Fields Councillor Mike Freer,
Leader of Barnet Council, wrote a letter to the newspaper,
which was published on Thursday 7 August. Init he stated
that Roger Chapman had challenged him “to retain the
fields and support the Development Trust’s efforts”. He
went on to say that he had given 100% backing to their
endeavours and that Barnet Council would be delighted
for the trust to “take a significant chunk of the site and
re-provide sporting facilities”.

Councillor Freer, who
was recently appointed to
the London Development
Agency, which is charged
with maintaining the capital’s
economic growth, described
the proposals for pitches,
stands, cafés and floodlight-
ing as “terrific”’. However,

he drew attention to the cost
of the scheme and raised the
question of funding, confirma-
tion of which he said would
be more effective than letters
of support. He concluded that,
with confirmation of funding,
a deal could be done “and we
can’t say fairer than that”.

be diverted via Ossulton Way.
National Grid said the work
is part of a £70 million invest-
ment in the London gas pipe-
line network and is essential to
improve local gas supplies.
Alliance construction opera-
tions engineer Mick Morris said:
“We are aware this is a busy com-
mercial area and we are working
hardtominimise inconvenienceto
shops and businesses, which will
be open for business as usual.
“We apologise for any
inconvenience the temporary
diversions may cause, but the
work has been planned with the
local authority and is essential
to provide East Finchley with
continued safe and secure gas
supplies. The new gas mains
will have a lifespan of around

80 years if left undisturbed once
they are in the ground.”

Friends of
CTW

The Friends of Cherry
Tree Wood have a litter
pick & AGM on Sunday
21 September.

The litter pick commences at
10 am, Equipment is provided
and all are welcome, even if you
can just spare a few minutes.

The AGM starts at 11am at
the Lazy Sally Café (the café
kiosk in the park) and will
provide an opportunity to get
involved, discuss any concerns
and ideas, and learn about plans
for regenerating the woodland.

-

C

Ty

CC

Elegaut aud inspired gigts yor all occaSions

Cande &
QUkapping Paper

VIP Bags
Designers Guild
Marimelko

Hope & Gregnwood
Organic Choeolates

DS A Glagswate
Tiwe Grace Candles
No Added Sugar

172, High Road, East Finchley N2 9AS Tel: 0208883 4369

info@thecherrytreeuk.co.uk

www.thecherrytreeuk.co.uk
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KODAK PICTURE KIOSK LAPTOPS / COMPUTERS e
PRINT / ENLARGE PICTURES  SALE REPAIR UPGRADE
FROM CDS PHONE OR DATA RECOVERY
DIGITAL CARDS, ALL RELATED PROBLEMS
CALENDARS, SAME DAY SERVICE
INVITATION CARDS &
MORE WITH YOUR OWN FREE
PICTURE. CHECKUP / ESTIMATES
BUY DIGITAL CAMERAS  ALL BATTERIES, CDS DVDS
FRAMES ALBUMS CASSETTES, TELEPHONES
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Klages Plumbing &

CONTACT TELEPHONE No: 020 8346 7218 / 8636

KLAGE

A NAME IN PLUMBING FOR OVER 40 YEARS

Heating Agency LTD.
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Back Pain

Neck Pain
Whiplash Injury
Sciatica

Sports Injury
Frozen Shoulder

East Finchley Clinic

020

FAX:

2-3 Bedford Mews
Bedford Road

London N2 9DF

Wendy Longworth & Associates physiotherapy
practice offers a variety of treatments at the

clinic, or off-site,
homes, private hospitals and other organisations.

www.eastfinchleyclinic.co.uk

chleyclinic

in patients homes, nursing

m Arthritis

B Tennis Elbow

B Sprain or Strain
B Rehabilitation
® Neurological

m Stroke

8883 5888

020 8444 8874




