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Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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CAR SERVICE
020 8883 5000ARCHER

A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News is our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

20p
where sold

Professional Sales & Lettings
AT COMPETITIVE RATES

020 8444 5222
eastfinchley@jeremyleaf.co.uk

Coral
Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £3.99

for up to 40 exp
(35mm)

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

  

                                                                  
                                                                

       Call us FREE on  0800 279 3463  or  020 8444 7994
    www.everything-electrical.com                        38 High Road, London N2 9PJ

Established in the community for 15 years

All domestic and commercial work 
undertaken by qualified electricians 

       RD-55 SD/Stereo        CRD-51 Alarm Clock              WM-201 Wi-Fi       CRD-33 Dual Clock 

NOW AVAILABLE – THE NEW                            DAB RANGE

More in store at 
the market
By Daphne Chamberlain

Martin Primary School 
opened its playground to 
East Finchley’s farmers’ 
market last month.

The market took most 
people by surprise, but the 
Green Artisan company had 
approached Martin’s Head 
Teacher, Maggie Driscoll, at the 
beginning of the year. Neces-
sary formalities “took forever”, 
but Maggie told THE ARCHER: 
“I’m very enthusiastic about 
getting fresh local produce to 
people, and this is a good way 
of getting the school involved 
in the community.”

Green Artisan is a new 
company and a one-man band. 
Wayne Atkinson is that man, 
but he had about seven years 
managerial experience with 
London Farmers’ Markets 
before branching out on his 

own. Knowing East Finchley 
through friends and from drop-
ping in on Alan’s Records, he 
sees it as an ideal area for a 
market. “It’s literally green,” 
he told us, “diverse, with dif-
ferent cultures, and has a strong 
link with allotments.” 

Wayne wants to appeal to 
all classes, not just to those 
with disposable incomes. 
“Some supplies will be more 
expensive, because of the 
effort involved in production, 
but other goods cost the same 
as in supermarkets or less. 
There is evidence, too, that 
farmers’ markets encourage 
local shops.”

He was pleased by a positive 
response to September’s market. 
The main criticism was that there 
were not enough stalls, but he 
has promised there will be many 
more this month. 

Stallholders seemed happy 

too, telling THE ARCHER they 
would definitely come back. 
The award-winning Two Fish-
wives was completely sold out 
by the middle of the morning.

Ideas in the pipeline include 
cookery demonstrations and a 
tea and coffee stall using 
organic milk, while Maggie 
Driscoll hopes that by next 
summer Martin Primary School 
will have a stall with produce 
from the children’s allotment.

Stallholders would wel-
come involvement from a 
few strong-armed people in 
the community as the market 
expands, as safety railings 
make it awkward to get 
goods into the playground. 
Contact Wayne to offer help, 
involvement or constructive 
comments on info@green-
artisan.org.uk or on 077 579 
808 48. Further information at 
www.green-artisan.org.uk.

“Gutted!” Library 
loses lottery bid
By Daphne Chamberlain
East Finchley Library has had its application for lot-
tery funding rejected. “Gutted!” was the reaction of the 
Library Users’ Group Chair, Adam Gee. The £857,000 
would have been used to upgrade the library building 
and extend its community activities.

With £80 million to dis-
tribute, The Big Lottery 
Fund received over 130 local 
authority library bids, totalling 
£180 million. Councillor John 
Marshall, Cabinet Member 
for Learning Infrastructure, 
said: “Perhaps Barnet was 
considered to be too posh 
to get the dosh. We are 
deeply disappointed that East 
Finchley failed to receive 
the lottery money after the 
heartfelt encouragement and 
input from the community.”
Barnet Council told THE 
ARCHER: “Unfortunately in 
spite of the considerable sup-
port and demonstrated need 
for the East Finchley project, 
which was recognised by the 
Big Lottery assessors in their 
feedback, it has not been 
selected because other projects 
are considered to meet their cri-
teria more closely. It has been 
made clear to them how disap-
pointed Barnet Council and the 
East Finchley community are 
with their decision.”

Both the East Finchley 
Library Users’ Group (EFLUG) 
and Barnet Council say they will 
fight to retrieve something from 
the failed bid. They hope that, 
by working with the local com-
munity, more library activities 
can be provided even without 

additional funding.
Dyslexia scheme may 

survive
A key factor in the lottery 

bid was the provision of a 
dyslexia support centre. Barnet 
have told us that they still intend 
to support this scheme, and will 
be looking at including relevant 
stock and computer software in 
their planning for next year.
Polly Napper, Secretary of 
EFLUG, said: “We will try to 
salvage what we can. Of course, 
without additional funding 
there is a limit to what can be 
achieved.”

Most ticketed 
streets
According to figures from 
Barnet Council, there 
were 2,095 parking tick-
ets slapped on vehicles in 
High Road, East Finchley 
in 2006-07. This puts it in 
the top 10 of most ticketed 
streets in Barnet. Top of the 
list is Golders Green Road, 
Golders Green, where 4,476 
tickets were issued.

Green Artisan organiser Wayne Atkinson gives the thumbs-up for an 
East Finchley Market. Photo by Daphne Chamberlain


