
  THE ARCHER -  08717 334465 AUGUST 2006
3

UILDB IN& GY SPR ET CN IAEP LIR SA TC
Extensions & Home Improvements
Property Repairs & Maintenance
Garden Structures, Fencing & Decking

For a Friendly Local Service call:M )sJ rG edr li if f ui t Bh s (T 9E 7L 51/ F A 5X 0   8 4 42 0

We Have
Moved
to: Unit 4
The Old Printworks
25 Tapster Street
Barnet,  EN5 5TH
Email:
p.a.music@fsbdial.co.uk

Hire&Sales
020 8440 8008

HEALING
Kathryn Scorza
Registered Spiritual Healer

For
appointments

in East Finchley
please call

07703 404 839
or email 

kathryn@spqrlondon.co.uk

BSc (Hons) Ost Med

Osteopathy Clinic
for appointments:

At Nova Dental Care
260, East End Road, London N2 8AU

Tel: 020 8815 9433

Nicky Sharp

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing
Mechanical repairs, tyres,

bodywork, clutches, exhausts
MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES

115 High Road London N2
Tel: 020 8444 5630 or email sales@ef-elec.co.uk

LOCAL COUNCIL
APPROVED CONTRACTOR & RETAILER HIGH

ROAD

KITCHENER ROAD
HUNTINGDON

ROAD
We are here.

EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL

For all your electrical needs in the home,
we turn up on time, guarantee our work

and are unbeatable value.

50% OFF
ALL EX. DISPLAY LIGHTING
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Melvyn’s model masterpieces
An East Finchley man behind the special effects in Doctor Who and a number of 
classic TV programmes has won a major award.

Melvyn Friend, who spe-
cialises in miniature model 
making for television films, 
was honoured by the British 
Academy of Film and Televi-
sion Arts.

His work with the Model 
Unit team at the renowned 
Ealing Film Studios in west 
London earned him a BAFTA 
for best visual effects at the 
British equivalent of the 
Oscars.

The award was given for 
life-like model sequences 
in a chilling documentary 
telling the story of the drop-
ping of the atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima in 1945. Although 
Melvyn has been involved 
with other projects which have 
been nominated for BAFTAs 
and Royal Television Society 
awards in the past, this was the 
Model Unit’s first win.

Festival controversy 
continued from front page...

Spirit of the festival
Rossana Christianson, con-

tinued,
“Community Focus usually 

runs a stall as part of the arrange-
ment for Happy Go Lucky per-
forming, and we returned our 
stall-holder’s application in 
May. In the first week of June 
we were telephoned, with an 
apology, to say that Happy Go 
Lucky could not appear. So 
we didn’t have a stall either, 
as the dancers help to run it, 
and they were too disappointed 
to go along. It’s a shame, as we 
do enjoy the festival. I wish we 
had known about the changes 
sooner.”

The North London Perform-
ing Arts Company was another 
group whose young actors were 
unable to appear. 

Spokeswoman Emily Ward 
said: “A lot of our children are 
local to East Finchley, and 
they were very disappointed, 
as they get a huge buzz out 
of appearing in the festival. 
This is a splendid and very 
well run festival, but, as with 
all local festivals, arrange-
ments are last minute. If we 
are performing, we generally 
get a phone call at the begin-
ning of June.”

This group at least will 
still be performing in Cherry 
Tree Wood, at the Muswell 
Hill Festival on Sunday 17 
September. 
Confusion over booking

Martin O’Donnell, a festival 
organiser, refuted the claim that 
the Happy Go Lucky Dance 

Group was cancelled at short 
notice.

He said: “They were never 
booked, and there had been 
no correspondence with them 
since the previous year. No 
group is entitled to a spot on 
stage although, if they wish to 
participate next year, we will 
make every effort to accom-
modate them. 

“There is no set procedure 
about booking. If a group 
approaches us we make a note 
of their interest, discuss it at 
the festival steering group 
and then, more often than not, 
offer them a slot. Up until the 
end of March, when we met 
Masterpeace and discussed 
the possibility of working 
together,  no community 
groups had approached us 
about playing the festival 
this year.” 

Mr O’Donnell denied that 
the festival had become more 
commercial, saying the steer-
ing group had encouraged more 
craft and charitable stalls and 
had tried to remove the “blow 
up hammers and throw three 
darts” type of commercial ones. 
Rising costs, including security, 
meant the festival will be lucky 
to break even this year.

The East Finchley Com-
munity Festival steering group 
welcomes local people to help it 
plan next year’s event. If you are 
interested, come to the annual 
review and planning meeting on 
Thursday 21 September, at 7pm 
at the Green Man Community 
Centre.

“It’s a 
fantastic acco-
lade for us all, 
especially as 
it’s just the 
first year of 
the Model Unit 
establishing 
itself outside 
the BBC,” 
says Melvyn, 
who lives in 
Manor Park 
Road.

His work 
for Doctor 
Who included 
the model of 
the Houses of 

Parliament destroyed by the 
Slitheen spacecraft in the 2005 
series as well as the construc-
tion of the new Daleks.

The unit was founded by 
his colleague Mike Tucker, fol-
lowing the closure of the BBC 
Special Effects Department after 
more than 40 years of amazing 
work for various BBC and inde-
pendent productions.

As an experienced free-
lance Melvyn’s effects work 
doesn’t only involve models 
and miniatures; he is regu-
larly involved with physical 
effects, practical props, 
pyrotechnics and atmospher-
ics and has worked on clas-
sic programmes such as The 
Young Ones, ’Allo ’Allo and 
Tomorrow’s World.

He says: “ You need to be 
very adaptable in this vocation, 
a bit of a lateral thinker. Ana-

lysing how certain things are 
achieved on the screen can take 
away my enjoyment of a pro-
gramme so it is often refreshing 
to watch films with no special 
effects in at all.” 

Ever resourceful, Melvyn 
also takes on more domestic 
projects for local residents 
who find his carpentry skills 
produce the ‘special effects’ to 
solve their storage needs, for 
example.

If you need any special 
effects of your own, you 
can contact him at: melvyn_
friend@ hotmail.com.

The Model Unit film shoot crew featuring the centre piece of the Enola Gay model used in the filming 
sequences, Melvyn appears on the far right of frame.


