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Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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CAR SERVICE
020 8883 5000ARCHER

A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News Is Our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

20p
where sold

ESTATE & LETTING AGENTS

East Finchley
020 8444 4000

A multiple agency instruction with
our company for a sole agency fee.

www.mulberryestateagents.com

  Extensive experience of the locality.
  Free valuation without obligation.

MULBERRY

Coral
Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £2.99

for up to 40 exp
(35mm)

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

Free Delivery On All Domestic Electrical Appliances
Established 10 Years

For Friendly Personal Service With Free Advice
All Domestic and Commercial Work Undertaken By Qualified Electricians

EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL
Stockists of all Bulbs, Light Fittings & Cables

Tel: 020 8444 7994

www.everything-electrical.com 38 High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ

 Complete rewiring of Homes & Offices
 Garden Lighting
 Designs
 Fault Finding & Repairs
 Door Entry Phones & CCTV Systems

 Security Lighting & Alarm Systems
 Extra Sockets & Lights
 Extra Telephone & TV Extension Points
 Maintenance Contracts
 Installation Certificates

Heath funding crisis
By Ann Bronkhorst
Hampstead Heath, London’s largest open space, is under 
threat from the Corporation of London, the country’s 
oldest local authority. In response to a budget crisis, 
the Corporation’s Heath Management Committee is 
considering making cuts and closures.

Golders Hill Park and closure 
of the Information Centre at the 
Lido as well as reductions in 
garden and conservation staff. 
The most controversial plans, 
however, affect the bathing 
ponds.

“Unsustainable drain”
Proposals to limit swimming 

facilities and, in particular, to 
close the mixed swimming 
pond have outraged amenity 
and residents’ groups as well 
as individual users. Catherine 
McGuiness, chair of the Man-
agement Committee, explains 

that the ponds are the Heath’s 
“most expensive recreational 
facility” and “an unsustainable 
drain” on the budget.

 Costly policing
Opponents of the proposed 

cuts have also questioned 
the high costs of policing the 
Heath. Half a million pounds 
are spent annually on the Heath 
Constabulary, the only private 
police force in London. Its future 
has not been discussed with the 
Metropolitan Police, the Greater 
London Authority or neighbour-
ing local authorities.

 Decision time
MP Frank Dobson has 

said, “This is far from being 
exclusively a Camden issue 
– it affects many other parts of 
London.” East Finchley users of 
the Heath may agree. Cost-cut-
ting decisions will be made on 24 
January. Information is available 
on www.cityoflondon.gov.uk 
or write to The Corporation of 
London, Guildhall, EC2P 2EJ. 
Objections or support can be sent 
to david.milnes@corpoflondon
.gov.uk or to saveourswimmin
g@yahoo.co.uk.

Park House still a puzzle
Despite the proposed sale 
of council-owned Park 
House, locals are none 
the wiser as to what might 
be developed on the site 
opposite East Finchley 
tube station.

At the end of Novem-
ber, Barnet’s Cabinet and 
Resources Committee unani-
mously accepted the highest 

unconditional bid from a total 
of 36, of which 24 were ‘con-
ditional’ (subject to the grant 
of planning permission) and 
12 ‘unconditional’. Sherm 
Properties Limited’s offer of 
nearly £3million was uncon-
ditional and leaves them with 
the responsibility of seeking 
planning permission. It is 
only when they do this that 

their plans will be subjected 
to public scrutiny.
Temporary extension for 

Institute?
Any new owners will also 

have to deal with the current 
lease, held by The Hampstead 
Garden Suburb Institute. 
Having spent many thousands 
of pounds making the build-
ing suitable for their use, the 
Institute took up residence 
last summer as an interim 
measure until their proposed 
new premises on the former 
Neurological Hospital site 
have been built. So the Insti-
tute is hoping to come to some 
arrangement that will enable 
them to remain in Park House 
until their new home is ready 
some time in 2006.

Safe hands
When the Corporation 

took over responsibility for 
the Heath, in 1989 many 
people welcomed its manage-
ment skills and vast resources, 
and thought the Heath would 
be in safe hands. Some wor-
ried, however, about the lack 
of democratic accountability 
if disputes arose. And last 
November a dispute did arise: 
cost-cutting plans, claimed to 
be essential by Heath manag-
ers, led to heated debates at 

packed meetings and in the 
local press.

Financial crisis
For two successive years 

the Heath’s budget has been 
exceeded. Money from the 
Open Spaces Directorate, 
which manages the Corpora-
tion’s seven open spaces, has 
bailed out earlier shortfalls. To 
avert an estimated overspend 
of £330,000 for 2005-6, cost 
cutting seems inevitable. 
Measures proposed include 
cancellation of concerts in 

The Heath - looking towards Finchley. Photo by Tony Roberts


