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A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

A REPRIEVE FOR OUR LOCAL SHOPS

NO to the
Brent Cross

Extension

The Finchley Society has welcomed the Secretary of State
for the Environment, Transportand the Regions’ interim
decision to refuse Hammerson’s planning application for
an extension to the Brent Cross Shopping Centre (BCSC).
The Society has written to the Government Office for
London asking that this decision becomes final.
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Reprieve for East Finchley High Road? Photo by Tony Roberts

Among the reasons for the
refusal are failure to conform
with national planning poli-
cies, not recognising BCSC
as a town centre, no need for
the development and possible
harm to nearby town centres.
The Finchley Society sees the
refusal as removing a further
threat to local traders. It has

campaigned hard against the
BCSC extension, acting also
on behalf of the Mill Hill
Preservation Society. Further
information on this issue from
Bill Tyler on 8883 2006.

For information on the
Finchley Society and how to join
phone 020 8883 2633 or visit
www.finchleysociety.org.uk.
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ALL DoMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS
Now in Stock: Full Range of
Electric Blankets & Heaters

WORK UNDERTAKEN

Wishing all of our customers a prosperous New Ygar

Camden Town Derailment:
London Underground still Baffled

On Sunday 19 October at around 10am, a northbound Northern Line train from
Morden via Bank crashed in the underground junction at Camden Town. Seven
people were hurt, two seriously. Various investigations into the train, points, tracks
and driver have been carried out, but to no avail.

Suspended service?

Reports early in Novem-
ber suggested that questions
were being asked about the
train involved, holding out the
awful prospect of a complete
suspension ofthe Northern Line
while trains were inspected and
repaired, much in the fashion of
the Central line last spring.

According to the initial
London Underground report, the
front bogie of the last carriage of
the six-car train became derailed,
and the front of the carriage

collided with a wall between
two diverging tunnels. The rear
bogie ofthefifth carriage derailed
andthe couplingbetween the fifth
and sixth carriages parted. The
train was stopped with the front
two cars atthe northbound Barnet
branch platform, allowing mostof
the passengers to be led to safety.
The emergency services arrived
and went to the aid of those in the
detached carriage.
Change and delay

As a result of this incident,

services on the Northern line

were seriously disrupted. In
particular, trains from High
Barnet, Finchley Central and
MillHill Easttravelled no further
souththan East Finchley, whence
atubereplacementservice to and
from Euston was operated by
buses. Many residents of East
Finchley will remember the
delays and crowding.

The underground link from
East Finchley to Euston was
not restored until Thursday 30
October, and then only aservice
via Charing Cross was provided.
Similarly only Bank trains ran
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Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
129 East End Road N2 0SZ Tel 8883 0442
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PRICKETT
& ELLIS

TOMKINS

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

020 8883 0033

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

| Estate Agents and Valuers -Established 1767 |

Hotblack Dixon & Co.
Estate Agents

Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed,
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb
but also in East Finchley.

We have often obtained better prices from
our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation
or try us if you are on a

multiple agency basis

17 Market Place, Hampstead Garden Suburb
London NW11 6JY

020 8458 8411

to and from Edgware. This
situation remains in place.
Mystery line

What has been established is
that there was no problem with
the overnight maintenance on the
pointsinvolved,nootherproblems
with those points were found,
the track supporting structure
had not shifted, the points and
signals were operated properly,
the train was driven properly
and at the correct speed, and the
driver tested negative for drugs
and alcohol.

Itis clear that the underlying
cause of the accident still eludes
investigators and London
Underground have yet to give
any indication as to when full
services will resume.

e Visit your community newspaper on-line at www.the-archer.co.uk -




