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Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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CAR SERVICE
020 8883 5000ARCHER

A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News Is Our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

East Finchley
020 8444 4000

Muswell Hill
020 8444 9000

Alexandra Park
020 8889 4322

A multiple agency instruction with
our company for a sole agency fee.

www.mulberryestateagents.com

 Three strategically located offices.
 Extensive experience of the locality.
 Free evaluation without obligation.

Coral
Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £2.99

for up to 40 exp
(35m) same day

service

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available
Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

verything
lectrical

38, High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ
Tel:  020-8444 7994 Fax:  020-8444 6075 Mobile:  07973 509 322

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
WORK UNDERTAKEN

BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS

Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting
Fault Finding and Repairs

Interior / Exterior lighting design
Maintenance Contracts
Installation Certificates

Telephone and Television Points

Internet:  http://www.everythingelectrical.com

20p
where sold

Armed Robbery 
in High Road

By John Dearing
On Friday 29 August at 
around 3 pm, a Securicor 
van making a delivery to 
Barclays Bank in the High 
Road was robbed. 

Two men, armed with a gun, 
arrived on a motorcycle, held up 
the crew of the van and sped away. 
Shortly afterwards, armed police 
arrived to control the situation, but 
the robbers had escaped.

 Not long afterwards, police 
detectives canvassed local shop 
workers and passers-by.

 Armed robbers held up this Securicor van outside Barclays Bank in the High Road. Photo by John Dearing

Consultation: 
Cock-up or 
Conspiracy?
By Tony Roberts
The long awaited and much vaunted library consultation 
questionnaire finally dropped onto East Finchley resi-
dents’ doormats last month with a deafening plop– just 
one per household as anticipated. The slim line ques-
tionnaire raised more hidden questions than the formal 
ones it posed. As expected, not all possible solutions were 
covered; an extension to the existing library, though fea-
sible, was noticeable by its absence. Nor was any second 
choice option provided. Given the cost of the survey to 
council tax payers, one might have thought a thorough 
job would have been on the cards.

A waste of a mailing?
No supporting information 

was included in the mailing, so a 
quick trip to the library to collect 
a pamphlet is required by anyone 
wishing to provide a meaningful 
response to the proposals.

The library plans themselves 
raise yet a further question. The 
new first floor library plan looks 
suspiciously like the controver-
sial proposals for the Waitrose 
development, extending well 
beyond Park House; but if that 
project doesn’t go ahead, where 
does that leave the new library? 
In the air?

Open minded?
In response to questions, 

the Leader of Barnet Council, 
Councillor Victor Lyon told 
THE ARCHER , “Barnet Council 
has commissioned a reputable 
independent company who have 
a great deal of experience in 
major consultation projects, 

and they will continue to assist 
us through the process for East 
Finchley Library.

“The future of the library is 
not pre-determined in any way. 
We look forward to hearing 
what local people would like us 
to provide for them, and remain 
open-minded about the future of 
the library. No decision has been 
made, or will be made until the 
consultation process has been 
completed.”

Dealing with the questions 
more directly, local ward coun-
cillors Alison Moore, Colin 
Rogers and Phil Yeoman said 
“This council consultation falls 
far short of what we demanded 
of the Tory Council back in June. 
We have persistently argued for a 
full and open consultation on the 
prospective Waitrose develop-
ment and library so that all East 
Finchley residents can have their 
say on a scheme which will have 
a major impact on their daily 
lives. The council aren’t inter-
ested in those views. The Tories 
remain determined to impose a 
scheme on the residents of East 
Finchley: Move the Library and 
Open a Superstore.” 

Cllr Yeoman said “Your 
Ward Councillors will continue to 
fight the Waitrose Development 
and demand that the Library stays 
where it is and is fully upgraded 
to meet modern needs.”

Ask the right questions
Poorly conducted and badly 

presented consultation exercises 
like this one inevitably call into 
question any mandate that might 
be claimed from them, and lead 
to suspicions, if not actual accu-
sations, of manipulation.
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