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Our success rate in N2 is very high indeed, 
obviously in Hampstead Garden Suburb

but also in East Finchley.
We have often obtained better prices from 

our base in the Suburb, so
Please call us for a free valuation 

or try us if you are on a 
multiple agency basis
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CAR SERVICE
020 8883 5000ARCHER

A community newspaper for East Finchley run entirely by volunteers.

Local News Is Our Aim

020 8883 0033
Estate Agents and Valuers - Established 1767

Properties urgently required - now is the time to sell!

36 High Road
East Finchley N2 9PJ

P R I C K E T T
& ELLIS
T O M K I N S

East Finchley
020 8444 4000

Muswell Hill
020 8444 9000

Alexandra Park
020 8889 4322

A multiple agency instruction with
our company for a sole agency fee.

www.mulberryestateagents.com

 Three strategically located offices.
 Extensive experience of the locality.
 Free evaluation without obligation.

Coral

Pharmacy

129 East End Road N2 0SZ  Tel 8883 0442

Photo D&P
only £2.99

for up to 40 exp
(35m) same day

service

Open Till 6:30pm (Mon - Fri) 6pm Sat - Parking Available

Stockists of a wide range of vitamins, homeopathic remedies, and herbal products.

Cut-price
Fragrances

verything
lectrical

38, High Road, East Finchley N2 9PJ

Tel:  020-8444 7994 Fax:  020-8444 6075 Mobile:  07973 509 322

ALL DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

WORK UNDERTAKEN

BY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIANS

Extra Sockets and Lights
Security Lighting
Fault Finding and Repairs

Interior / Exterior lighting design
Maintenance Contracts
Installation Certificates

Telephone and Television Points

Internet:  http://www.everythingelectrical.com

20p
wheresold

Arson 
Attack on 
Church
The ire brigade was called out in the early hours of 
Tuesday 15 July to a ire in the East Finchley Methodist 
Church on the High Road.

The ire was discovered by 
the cleaner at about 6:30am. She 
then promptly alerted the police 
and the ire brigade. 

Entry was gained into the 
church by breaking a side window 
on the Park Road side of the build-
ing. The altar had been overturned 
and there was extensive damage 
to the consecrated area where 
the ire was started. The wooden 

pelmet and curtains behind the 
altar were completely destroyed.  
The organ, which is a smaller 
version of the one originally 
in Alexandra Palace, sustained 
damage to the leather lining of 
the organ and the bellows. The 
heat caused the couplers to crack 
and the organ pipes are full of dust, 
making this beautiful instrument 
unusable. 

The injured woman was taken to hospital in the air ambulance. Photo by John Dearing

Around 13:45 on Sunday 20 
July, an elderly woman was 
found between the tracks of 
the Northern Line, more or 
less directly underneath the 
East End Road bridge, north 

of East Finchley station.  
The air ambulance operat-

ing from the Royal London 
Hospital was called and landed 
in the station car park around 
14:00.  British Transport Police 

and paramedics were also in 
attendance.  Northern Line train 
services were stopped in both 
directions, and the woman, who 
was still alive but badly injured, 
was treated in situ, before being 
taken to hospital in the air ambu-
lance.  It was not known exactly 
how she came to be next to the 
track, but it seems unlikely that 
she fell from the parapet of the 
bridge.  It is more probable that 
she entered the restricted area 
at the side and in attempting to 
cross the track was in collision 
with a train.

One local resident said that 
he had heard the helicopter 
landing and on looking out saw 
people around the track, while 
trains were still running.

Woman Found Injured 
near Tube Line
By John Dearing

Building Steward, Robert Alderman examines paint, which has bubbled 
up in the heat under the pipes of the organ. Photo by Erini Rodis

The damage caused by heat 
and smoke means that the build-
ing is out of use until at least the 
end of August. As well as being 
a church, it was used by several 
groups. The one most severely 
affected being the mothers and 
toddlers group.

On Saturday, a small group 
of church members rallied round 
to help clear up the charred 
remains and the minister Mrs 
Brenda Dunstone said that 
although the church could not 
be used, services could be held 
in the Fellowship room. 

The forensic team has been 
able to obtain some clues, but 
anyone who might be able to 
help with the investigation is 
asked to contact Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555 111. 
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General Advice. 
Monday to Friday: 10am - 
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm. 
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Immigration Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm by appoint-
ment only.
Legal Advice.  
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Councillors’ Surgery.  
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am

PO BOX 3699 
LONDON N2 8JA
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Thank you to Madden’s Ale 
House  for providing us with 

a meeting place.
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East Finchley Newspapers
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Your contributions

42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Transport
BR Enquiries    0845 484950
City Airport   020 7646 0000
Greenline      020 8668 7261
LT Enquiries  020 7222 1234
Grey-Green    020 8800 8010
National Express 08705 808080
Heathrow     020 8759 4321

Crime
Emergency           999
Finchley Police 020 8200 1212
Golders Gr. Police 020 8209 1212
Muswell Hill Police 020 8442 1212
CrimeStoppers   0800 555111
Victim Support       020 8343 4435

OAP’s Advice
Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Barnet OAPs Welfare 020 8441 4853
Contact (N2)       020 8444 1162
Counsel & Care       0845 300 7585
Help the Aged      0800 096 2541

Leisure
Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
Copthall Sports Ctr. 020 8361 8658
E. Finchley Library  020 8883 2664
Gt North Leisure Pk. 020 8343 9830
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema      020 8883 2233
Tourist Info Service  0870 126 4018
Warner Cinema Village 020 8446 9933 

Utilities (for N2)
Eastern Energy        0800 783 8838
London Electricity   0800 096 9000
OFTEL              020 7634 8700
Thames Water      0845 920 0888
Three Valleys Water 0845 782 3333
Gas consumers cncl. 0645 060708
Transco Gas Emerg.  0800 111 999

Help & Advice
Barnet Racial Equality Council  020 8446 0445
Childline           0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau    020 8349 0954
Cruse Bereavement Care   020 7431 7122
Disability Info Service      020 8446 6935
E Finchley Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread              020 8445 4227
Missing Persons Helpline 0500 700700
National Debt Line     0808 808 4000
NSPCC              0800 800500
Rape Crisis Centre     020 7837 1600
Relate              020 8445 0888
Samaritans           020 8889 6888
Refuge National Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Hospitals
Barnet General    020 8216 4000
Coppetts Wood   020 8883 9792 
Edgware General  020 8952 2381
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 6300
Oak Lane Clinic   020 8346 9343
Royal Free        020 7794 0500
St Luke’s          020 8219 1800
Whittington         020 7272 3070
Western Eye Hosp 020 7886 6666

*Calls to 09065 numbers are 
charged at £1.50 per minute.

Councils
Barnet
Admin/Town Hall  020 8359 2000
Council Tax       020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Health Authority     020 8201 4700
Com’ty Health Cncl 020 8349 4364
Beneits Agency       020 8258 6500
Employment Service  020 8258 3900
Haringey Council  020 8489 0000

Health Advice
AIDS Helpline        0800 567123
Alcoholics Anonymous 020 7352 3001
Barnet MENCAP    020 8203 6688
CancerLink            0800 132905
Carers National Assoc. 020 8343 3665
Drinkline             0800 917 8282
Drugs Helpline          0800 776600
Health Information Service  0800 665544
Homeopathic Helpline 09065 343404*
MIND               020 8343 5700
N. London Blood Service 020 8258 2700

Animal Welfare
Nat Strays Bureau      09065 123999*
RSPCA                     0870 5555999
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Community Police Oficer, 

PC Paul Carter, at 
The Community Ofice, 
Golders Green Station, 

Tel: 020 8733 5562 or e-mail:  
paul.carter@met.police.uk
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THE ARCHER team wishes 
to thank all the generous 
people who give up their 

spare time, in all weather, 
to deliver the paper for us.

14 August is the copy deadline 
for the September issue.

If you have a news item, memory 
or anecdote please send it in to us 

at the above address.

HONORARY LEGAL ADVISER

Francis Coulson

ADMINISTRATION
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Local Planning 
Applications
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Former Scouts Hall, 27 
New Trinity Road – erection 
of a part two-, part three-, part 
four-storey building com-
prising 3 three-bedroom 
houses, 2 two-bedroom lats 
and 3 one-bedroom flats 
with basement car-parking. 
Provision of refuse storage 
enclosure.

258 East End Road 
– conversion of existing 
building into eight residential 
units including extension to 
existing side addition.

1-5 Lincoln Parade, 
Lincoln Road – erection of 
4 three-bedroom, three storey 
town houses with integral 
garages following demolition 
of existing shopping parade 
and light industrial unit.

Land adjacent to 373 
High Road – formation of 
new vehicular access from 
High Road. 

Viceroy Close – erection 
of a four-storey block of ten 
self-contained lats with asso-
ciated changes to parking.

162 High Road – change 
of use of ground loor to sale 
of air tickets and overseas 
properties.

202 Creighton Avenue 
– conversion of existing house 
into three self-contained 2-
bedroom lats. Provision of 
additional off-street parking.

Bishop Douglass RC 
High School, Hamilton 
Road – erection of new 
sports hall incorporating 
ancillary facilities together 
with associated changes to 
hard and soft landscaping. 
Provision of access track at 
side for service and mainte-
nance vehicles.

Tesco 
Turned 
Down
The Government Plan-
ning Inspectorate has dis-
missed an appeal made 
by the Tesco/Esso Alli-
ance against the Council 
of the London Borough of 
Barnet. This was in rela-
tion to their proposal for 
the redevelopment of the 
Esso illing station situated 
between Leopold Road and 
Church Lane, opposite 
Martin Schools’ ield. 

The proposal involved the 
replacement of the grassed 
area and the car wash facil-
ity with a new Tesco Express 
sales building; the siting of 
new fuel tanks roughly where 
the present forecourt shop is; 
the replacement of the exist-
ing forecourt canopy and 
pump with new items broadly 
located where the existing 
units are; a slight change of 
the inward access position; 
and the provision of eleven 
car parking spaces along the 
rear boundary of the site.

The Tesco/Esso propos-
als did not it in with present 
Government policy that new 
retail investment should be 
used to sustain and strengthen 
existing centres, nor had they 
demonstrated the need for such 
a redevelopment. Let’s hope 
that local traders who had 
opposed the plans no longer 
face the imminent threat of 
losing their livelihood to big 
business.

£7,500 Reward 
to Solve Murder 
Mystery 
After more than a year investigating the murder of a 
minicab driver, police are still looking for help from the 
public. The incident took place in the High Road near 
the entrance to St Pancras Cemetery during the early 
hours of Saturday 13 July 2002. 

Sixty-year-old Mohiud-
din Bhuiya was found lying 
on the ground and his Honda 
Accord, registration number 
H658 YGW, was left in the 
middle of the road. The father 
of four died in the Royal Free 
Hospital the following day from 
a brain haemorrhage caused by 
a fractured skull.

He had been returning to his 
minicab ofice in Archway after 
dropping off a customer. As he 
had not been robbed, police 
believe he may have got into an 
argument with another driver. 
They are anxious to trace any 
witnesses or anyone who was 
in the High Road at the time of 
the assault. A reward of £7,500 
is being offered for information 

leading to a conviction.
If you can help or if you 

know who is responsible, ring 
the incident room on 8358 0200 
or call Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555 111.

Victim Mohiuddin Bhuiya

Mr BhuiyaŢs Honda left abandoned in the High Road last July
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Certified organic meat 
at reasonable prices
Free-range poultry

Home-made sausages
(including Boerwors)
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T/A Motor Services of Muswell Hill

Air-Conditioning - Recharge & Servicing

Mechanical repairs, tyres, bodywork, clutches, exhausts

MOTs by appointment

109 Fortis Green East Finchley London N2 9HR
Tel: 020 8883 9707 / 0023 Fax: 020 8482 9179

Formerly of High Road East Finchley

VICTORY AUTO SERVICES
Hens Teeth Antiques

Antiques Bought and Sold

Restoration, Upholstery and
French Polishing of Period

and Modern Furniture
Call Martin Murray

0208883 - 0755 

Mobile 07970 625 - 359

C.W. Andrew Pharmacy
32 High Road N2 Tel: 020 8883 1559

Summer Sizzlers
Passport Photos£3.50 only

Special Offers

on Sun-Tan lotions,

Kodak/Fuji Film &

Duracell Batteries

Scholl Sandals

Sale

All Styles Reduced

REFILL & SAVE

127 East End Road East Finchley N2 0SZ

T: (0208) 883 2833  F: (0208) 815 9373
cweastfinchley@cartridgeworld.org

Refill Inkjets
Remanufacture

Laser Cartridges
Retail

New Cartridges

Not Such a 
Fair View
By Erini Rodis
A wall has inally been built to stop local children from 
wandering onto what was effectively a dumpsite in Long 
Lane, just north of the North Circular Road.

Picking it Clean
What do a pair of car number plates, a petty cash box, a kitchen hob and half a bottle 
of whiskey have in common? Along with the usual sweet wrappers, cans and a few 
more sordid items, they were all things which were discovered during this year’s litter 
pick at Cherry Tree Wood held on Sunday 29 June.

The litter pick is an annual 
event organised by the Friends 
of Cherry Tree Wood. For-
tunately, this year the sun 
shone, encouraging a group 
of volunteers to assemble at 
the appointed hour, eager to 
try out the litter grabbers and 
gloves which Chris, the park 
keeper had provided. Plastic 
aprons advertising the event 
were also available which 
several litter pickers sport-
ingly wore. 

Gathering momentum
From there, the event 

gathered momentum with 
children enthusiastically 
joining in and passers by 
breaking off to help out. Some 
stayed close, roaming the 
grass field, missing nothing. 
Others ventured to the far cor-
ners of the wood and wrestled 
to free long discarded rub-
bish from the undergrowth. 
What they shared was a real 
enthusiasm to help clean up 
the wood. “Why not make it a 
more frequent event?” asked 
one volunteer. Another said, 
“I often despair at the litter 
in the wood and feel I should 
do something about it. I just 
needed an event like this to 
spur me into action”. With 
more than two-dozen partici-
pants at this year’s event, it 
was clear that this is a view 

shared by many.
By the time the last vol-

unteers wandered back at 
around 1.30pm, an impres-
sive pile of black rubbish 
sacks had built up; and the 
wood looked clean, really 

Noel Lynch and Miranda Dunn inspect the land. Photos by Erini Rodis

The 8ft high surrounding 
wall was completed in early 
July in response to com-
plaints by nearby residents 
about the noxious fuel smells 
and potential dangers that 
inevitably lurk on a disused 
van depot.

The land was owned and 
run as private family business, 
until it was sold to Fairview 
Homes for over half a million 
pounds in 1998.

Green machine
Local Green Party Chair 

Gardi Vaswani, Miranda 
Dunn and GLA oficer Noel 
Lynch made a 
recent inspec-
tion of the site. 
Among the rusty 
vehicles, piles 
of old tyres and 
other abandoned 
detritus were 
an aboveground 
diesel tank and 
an underground 
fuel tank, which 
needed the 
inspection of Jean 
Fincken, petroleum inspector 
for the ire brigade.

As petrol is much more 
flammable than diesel, leg-
islation is tighter around 
it, so her concerns are as 
to whether a petrol tank is 
deemed unsafe. Over the 
years however, paperwork 
has disappeared, and so tests 
are underway to identify the 
contents.  Ms Fincken is 
nevertheless confident that, 
“Fairview Homes are aware 
of the tanks, and they will 
notify us on the development 
of the site. They also know 
that they must excavate very 
carefully indeed.” 

Summer at 
the Library
Activities for Children:
The Reading Maze – this 
year’s summer reading 
challenge.
Fortnightly Saturday craft 
activities.
• Tuesday 5 August 2pm: 

Family Reading group for 
4–7s

• Thursday 14 August 10.30am: 
Family Reading Group for 
8–11s

• Thursday 28 August 9.30am–
12noon: Drop in. Get some 
work published on the web.

Call in at the library, 226 
High Road, for more details 
or telephone 8883 2664

clean. Not satisied with that, 
an energetic group of Friends 
then turned their attention to 
the picnic area, mulching the 
shrubs which had been planted 
the previous year.

Doug Campbell of Park Hall Road with Chloe Campbell aged ƒve, 
Robbie Campbell aged three and ƒve-year-old Jasper Crockford. 
Photo by Diana Cormack
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Blue Lily
Professional

Makeup Artist

Yvonne

Tel:  020 8444 7462

Mobile:  07941 220 257

Bridal Specialist
Special Events
Face Painting

&
Make-up Lessons









ST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCHST. JOHNS CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALIST CHURCH
Tele: 020 8446 1725   ~  Web: www.stjohnsfinchley.co.uk

Services
Sunday 6.30 p.m.

Thursday 7.30 p.m.
Holy Communion 1st Sunday of the month 6.30 p.m.

Healing every Tuesday between 1 p.m. & 3 p.m.
Weddings ~ Christenings ~ Funerals (at the church or cemetery)

by arrangement with the Minister
All are welcome

Holy Trinity Church
Church Lane N2

Sundays: The Parish Communion 10 a.m.

Children including toddlers & babies
are very welcome at all services

in this multi-ethnic church.

Contact:  The Revd. Laurence Hill           Telephone:  020 8883 8720

Local MP addresses 
Cypriots
By Erini Rodis
“While the missing are still missing…the struggle must 
go on!” cried local MP Rudi Vis at a rally in Trafalgar 
Square on Sunday 13 July. Organised by the National 
Federation of Cypriots of Great Britain, the speakers 
also included Simon Hughes and Eddie O’Hara, who 
impressed the thousands-strong gathering by addressing 
them in Greek, in a call for freedom and the implementa-
tion of human rights in the Republic of Cyprus.

Dr Vis is also adamant that, 
“since elections have produced 
the inest coalition government 
over there for many, many 
years…the UK government 
really should assist them,” in a 
pledge for a uniied peace.

Hopes for unity
This rally has been an annual 

event for 29 years. However this 
year’s took on a special signii-
cance as it coincided with signii-
cant recent changes. Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots in Cyprus have 
this year been allowed to integrate 
for the irst time since the invasion 
and subsequent partial occupation 

by Turkey in 1974.
Accompanied by their pass-

ports, thousands have been queu-
ing up since Easter to cross the UN 
Green Line without getting shot. 
Mixed emotions abound amongst 
refugees who are now able to drive 
for an hour or so to meet the occu-
piers of their ancestral homes. 
They are currently allowed to stay 
for up to 72 hours, but only if they 
can show hotel receipts. Cypriots 
are nevertheless hopeful that this 
painful process, together with the 
accession of Cyprus into the EU, 
might be a irst step towards a full 
reintegration on the island.

The State of the Estate
By Diana Cormack
“We don’t expect miracles, but we would like something spent on this estate,” said a 
resident of Prospect Ring, where two ten-storey buildings provide an impressive view 
of the surrounding area. Less impressive are the windows through which this scene 
can be viewed. Except for those on balconies, they are extremely dificult to clean and 
their old, metal frames with laking paintwork cause draught problems.

Apparently the promise of 
replacement double-glazing 
has long been in the air. Some 
inhabitants believe this is why 
any exterior improvements 
seem to be in limbo. When I 
saw them, each block had it’s 
own particular outstanding 
eyesore. One had a wide streak 
of green slime down the side, 
stemming from an overlow 
pipe which has been causing 
problems for months; the other 
an extensive splattering of 
white paint across descending 
windows and walls.

Unacceptable hazards
Another eyesore, but also 

a potential danger, were deep 
holes gouged out by the wheels 
of large vehicles at the edge of 
the roundabout the lats over-
look. They can ill with up to 
eighteen inches of rainwater, 
causing a hazard for smaller 
vehicles, unwary cyclists and 
pedestrians but particularly 
young children. On part of this 
land is the concrete base of 
an old laundry where people 
now park, for although the 

residents are lucky enough to 
have some garages provided, 
Prospect Ring was built in the 
late 1950s when no one envis-
aged the rise in the number of 
car owners.

Another example of previ-
ous planning is what might 
have been a miniature maze 
and sculpture for a children’s 
play area, which, by today’s 
safety standards, seems unac-
ceptable. Situated between the 
high-rise blocks, it is perfectly 
positioned for a playground 
designed speciically for the 
under-fives. Although there 
is a children’s playground on 
neighbouring Park Road, busy 
mums would be happier if tod-
dlers could play safely closer to 
home. Some mothers pointed 
out nearby cracked and unstable 
walls which they are worried 
will cause accidents.

Unfortunately as they have 
already found to their cost, 
particularly with on-going 
lift malfunctions, any lease-
holders would be hit hard by 
refurbishment bills. However, 

Use It, Don’t Lose It!
By John Dearing
Did you receive a thin blue magazine through your door last 
week entitled Barnet’s Community Plan? Did you strug-
gle through a couple of pages of Council Newspeak (“bold 
common vision”, “quality learning opportunities”, “trailblaz-
ing a borough-wide service”!!), only to give up in disgust and 
throw it the bin? I nearly did, until I noticed that there is a 
questionnaire enclosed which will “inform next year’s budget 
setting process” – this must be important, I thought. 

those residents of the Ring 
who are feeling forgotten are 
also wondering just what their 
prospects are.

At the time of writing THE 
ARCHER was still waiting for 
comments from Barnet Coun-
cil’s press ofice.

After taking advice from 
a qualiied translator, it would 
seem that all areas of govern-
ment have ‘Community Plans’; 
the national one is where John 
Prescott announced his intention 
to concrete over the whole of the 
southeast of England and build 
several million new houses on it. 
Ken Livingstone has one, and so 
have all the local councils. In prin-
ciple, everything they are going 
to do is in their respective com-
munity plan. If anything appears 
to be missing, it is because they 
are not going to do it!
Speaking their language

Barnet Council has given us 
an opportunity to comment on 
this important document. Since 
it is probably the only time they 
will do this, it is of paramount 
importance that as many people 
as possible respond, especially 
in East Finchley, which is all 

too often overlooked in favour 
of the more fashionable parts of 
the borough. Please don’t send 
your responses to THE ARCHER, 
send them to the council! We 
would however, welcome your 
letters on this subject.

When you ill in the question-
naire, don’t be tempted to write 
things like “I want my dustbin 
emptied more frequently”, 
because they will just ignore you 
– you have to respond in Council 
Newspeak. My personal concern 
is the over-development of East 
Finchley, with new blocks of lats 
sprouting on every corner. I will 
have to say something like “The 
creation of good quality com-
munity space relieving personal 
levels of stress is a key planning 
priority”!

Whatever you do, don’t just 
throw it away – if you send it in, 
you might win a prize!

Playgroup 
Places
Places are available for 
September at the Old Barn 
pre-school playgroup for 
children from two years 
of age.

Based at the Old Barn Com-
munity Centre on Tarling Road, 
East Finchley, it is open from 
9.30 – 12.30 on Mondays to 
Fridays during term time. 
There are plenty of activities 
for youngsters both indoors 
and on the large, fenced off 
playing area outside.

Please phone 8349 4613 
for details.

Advertise in 
The Archer

Call 08717 3345 28 
or visit 

www.the-archer.co.uk 
for details of our rates.

MP Rudi Vis lends his political support to a Cypriot cause. Photo by Erini Rodis

Three-year-olds Antonia & Keisha beside tyre ruts in grass. Photo by Diana Cormack
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Holistic Aromatherapy Massage

Marisa and Giovanni - Fully Qualified

Professional Therapists (IFPA)
Stress, Joint Pain, Backache, Emotional Imbalance etc.

East Finchley Tel:(020) 8883 3320

lowers by

Josephine’s 

 GARDEN
 SUNDRIES

 SOIL

 PLANTS 

58/60 High Road, East Finchley
London N2 

Tel: 020 8883 3598 & 020 8444 9569

Mike, Tricia & Jimmy welcome you to 

EST 35 Years

SEEDS     

C-4-C
CASH FOR

WE CASH
Wages Cheques, DHSS Cheques,

Inland Revenue Cheques.
Personal Cheques CASHED
PAWNBROKING SERVICE

Sale and Buyback on Jewellery

325 Kentish Town Rd. London NW5
Written details available on request

020 7267 9102

CASH LOANS

CHEQUES

MIKELLIDES PODIATRY CLINIC

State Registered
Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Miss H.C. MIKELLIDES BSc (Hons)
SRCh MChS DpodM

COOTES
PHARMACY

134 High Road East Finchley
London N2 9ED

020 8883 0073

020 8883 4350

Party!
Promotion!
Presentation!
Whatever you are doing!

We have the Lighting,

Sound & FX Technology

to make it a Success!

Hire&Sale
Open 10am-6pm
Closed Tuesdays

172 High Road,

East Finchley, N2
FaxNo.+44(0)20 8883 5117

All IT services and supplies including

Installation, Software, Hardware and Support.

0845 166 4664
Lines open 24/7 for your convenience

Pinnacle Computer Supplies Ltd

http://www.pinnaclesupplies.co.uk
Genuine MS/Norton Software inc Antivirus, Firewall and

Office Apps. Wide range of peripherals for sale at

lowest prices in the UK guaranteed or it’s free!

Your local IT company who are there when you need them

Call now for 20% off your first order, quote ref: Archer 0803

Scholarship Success
By Diana Cormack 
Whilst most of his Year 6 classmates at Our Lady of Lourdes RC School will be moving on 
to continue their education at local secondary schools, things will be very different for ten-
year-old Bernard Chan. He will be leaving his home in Cleveland House, Oak Lane to board 
at a prep school near Ascot, which he will attend until the age of thirteen. Then he will take 
up the scholarship place that he has won to attend the prestigious Eton College.

The Business of Learning
By Diana Cormack

Barnet Education Business Partnership was set up ten years ago with the aim of 
improving the motivation, qualiications and achievements of young people in the bor-
ough, thus helping them to realise their potential. By working with the local business 
community and giving a vocational input, the objective is to enhance the educational 
experiences of young people to improve their progression from education to work.

Holy Trinity 
Wins Gold
By Diana Cormack
Holy Trinity CE Primary School, Eagans Close, has 
received a prestigious award from Sport England, the 
country’s leading strategic sports development agency. 
It is one of only 104 schools in the country to have 
been granted their top grading, the Activemark Gold 
Award.

Gifted and talented
At six years old Bernard 

So how does it work? Every 
year a local programme is pro-
duced, based on national and 
regional priorities. This year’s 
objectives were preparing 
young people for the world of 
work, raising achievement and 
enhancing employability skills. 
Youngsters between the ages of 
ive and nineteen were involved 
in and around their various 
places of learning. Some East 
Finchley parents might not be 
aware that their children in local 
primary and secondary schools 
have been beneiting from the 
Partnership. For example, pupils 
at Holy Trinity and Martin 
Schools have been involved 
in Project Junior Reader using 
business volunteers to engage 
pupils’ interest in reading, Water 
Works to develop pupils’ under-
standing of the importance of 
clean drinking water and math-

ematically based activities to 
extend numerical skills, which 
even included an educational 
visit to Tottenham Hotspurs 
Football Ground.

Sharing skills
Christ’s College, N2 has also 

been involved and it hosted the 
Boys Branch Out careers event 
where male pupils from eight 
Barnet secondary schools met 
representatives from the busi-
ness community. Men with 
different and unusual jobs 
based on Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths (STEM) 
described their work. The aim 
of raising pupils’ awareness of 
the diversity of career opportu-
nities available through study-
ing STEM subjects must have 
been achieved, for amongst the 
speakers were a male midwife, 
an executive chef and a crime 

scene examiner!
The list of those involved 

in Barnet Educational Project 
ranges from local and national 
businesses to worldwide organi-
sations. As well as giving them 
the chance to contribute some-
thing to the community, it also 
helps to develop their employ-
ees’ skills as they coach young 
people. Feedback has been 
really good and volunteers, 
once they have done it, tend to 
get hooked.

But more are needed. If you 
would like to get yourself or 
your business involved or 
want more information contact 
Rubina Menghrani, Education 
Business Partnership, Man-
orside Centre, Squires Lane, 
Finchley, N3 2AB, tel. 8349 
2793, e-mail rubina.menghrani 
@barnet.gov.uk.

Activemark is a national 
accreditation programme 
which recognises schools 
that show a commitment to 
promoting the benefits of 
physical activity. To achieve 
an award, a school must offer 
a well-balanced physical edu-
cational programme, provide 
an environment that encour-
ages physical activity and 
teach children the importance 
of staying active for life. Holy 
Trinity had to complete a very 
thorough assessment process. 
Inspectors looked at the many 
after-school sports clubs as 
well as normal games lessons 
and other sporting activities in 
which pupils are involved.

Active life
Last month the school team 

were runners-up in the North 
Barnet Primary Schools Ath-

letics Competition held at the 
Copthall Stadium, having won 
it for the past three years. Head 
teacher Duncan Mills, who also 
inds time to organise the event, 
runs the training for athletics 
after school. Other members of 
staff give of their time to run 
sports activities throughout the 
year which include successful 
football, netball and tag rugby 
teams as well as cricket, round-
ers and dance clubs.

The award is valid for 
three academic years, with 
some schools continuing to be 
monitored to support the devel-
opment of the scheme and to 
ensure that standards are main-
tained. With their motto of High 
Standards Together, there is no 
doubt that Holy Trinity School 
will continue to try to maintain 
their position at the top.

Holy Trinity pupils in action     Photo by courtesy of Holy Trinity School

was a member of MENSA and 
his ability was recognised in 
school, where he was acceler-
ated into the year ahead. Despite 
being a year younger than his 
classmates he gained places 
at both Latymer and Queen 
Elizabeth Boys’ Schools last 
autumn.

In February he was short 
listed, along with six state-
school pupils from other areas, 
for one of four free scholarships. 
After tests in English, math-
ematics and IQ he had to give 
a prepared speech on a chosen 
subject and be interviewed. 
Bernard came second overall. 
His accountant father and nurse 
mother were also interviewed. 
They have always encouraged 
their son in his studies, as well 
as his twelve-year-old sister 
Stephanie, who is a pupil at St 
Michael’s Girls School.

Despite his schoolwork 
Bernard inds time to play both 
Western and Chinese chess. He 

also enjoys football, rugby and 
has won medals at his swim-
ming club. At the moment he 
wants to emulate other members 
of his family in Malaysia and 
become a doctor.
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Blue Plaque for 
Finchley Genius
Harry Beck, who lived at number 60 Court House 
Gardens, West Finchley for many years, was England’s 
most important contributor to graphic communication. 
There is little doubt that the tube map which we all know, 
provided not only an elegant explanation of London’s 
underground railway, but also an icon and model rec-
ognised the world over. When the car company Audi 
chose the top ten designers of the 20th century, Harry 
Beck was there.

Tube boss Paul Godier looks out over the plaque. Photo by Hugh Petrie.

Route master
Tube maps were based on 

maps of London. But in the 
1920s services expanded rap-
idly. The important stations 
and interchanges in central 
London were crammed into 
a small space in the centre of 
the maps. What Beck did was 
radical, and his ‘plan’, though 
modiied, is still in use today. 
All the stations are shown at 
uniform distances from each 
other, and the only landmark is 
the river Thames. Interchanges, 
circles, are clearly distinguished 
from small nodes representing 
ordinary stations. This enabled 
Beck to expand the centre of the 
map and make everything clear. 
A simple idea yes; but isn’t that 
the nature of true insight.

Simply elegant
Finchley Society invited 

friends and important people 
to the unveiling, including the 
Mayor of Barnet, and Dennis 
Sanger, Group Station Man-
ager for Finchley, and many 
from the Society. The local 
press were there, including 
photographer Peter Beale 
of the Hendon and Finchley 
Times. Graphic Design Histo-
rian Ken Garland was signing 
copies of his book, and made 
a ine speech. One person who 
required no invitation, and for 
whom the day was extra spe-
cial was Delina T Brooks, the 
current resident. Ms Brooks 
made everyone welcome and 
provided tea and cake in the 
garden. A modest, but given 
Beck’s shyness, a itting cel-
ebration of one of England’s 
less well known, but no less 
important, geniuses.

113 High Road East Finchley 020 8883 8628

Hottest

Deals

Roof Boxes

from £79.99

Roof Bars & Racks

From £26.80

Cycle Carriers

from £31.50

Need more space in your car?

Why not fit a roof box?

Travel Cooler

£29.99

Power Station

£29.99

Multi-purpose Pressure Washer

£39.99

Car Entertainment Set

£299.99

“Keep them Happy on Long Journeys”

Comprising of 5”
LCD AC/DC

Portable Colour
Television

& DVD Player.
Supplied with
carry case &

mains adapter
so can used in car,
caravan & home

Comprising of 5” 
LCD AC/DC 

Portable Colour 
Television 

& DVD Player. 
Supplied with 
carry case & 

mains adapter so 
can be used in car, 

caravan & home
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DENTAL CENTRE

The East Finchley

DENTAL CENTRE

 NHS & Private Patients Welcome

 Friendly, Experienced Dental Team

 Special Care for Nervous Patients, 

Children, Disabled and The Elderly

 Preventative Care

 Cosmetic Treatment, Teeth Whitening

 Mercury Free White Fillings

 Crowns, Bridges and Dentures

 24 Hour Emergency Cover

 Open 9am - 6pm Weekdays

Sat. (by arrangement)

Tele: 020 8444 3436

144, High Road, East Finchley, London N2 9ED

Dedicated to making you smile!

The MEZE BAR
restaurant

Set Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes

Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.

Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,

Liver & Hellim.
Followed by a Mixed Grill Platter

or Vegetarian Alternative
Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

£13.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

Fish Meze
A selection of 8 Cold Mezes

Including Humus, Cacik,
Tarama & Dolma.

Followed by 6 Hot Mezes
Including Falafel, Borek,

Kalamar & Prawns.
Followed by Fresh Salmon

Finished with Fresh Fruit and
Complimentary Tea or Coffee

£15.50 (Per Person)
(Minimum 2 people)

Tel: 020 8883 5060 / 020 8883 3544
214-216 High Road East Finchley London N2 9AY

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

At 11.30 am on Sunday 13 
July, a lively queue was 
bunching up in the sun 
blazing down on the Phoe-
nix cinema. Refreshments 
were thoughtfully laid on 
for the launch of the seat 
sponsorship campaign 
by Maureen Lipman and 
the special screening of 
Caroline Link’s Acad-
emy-award-winning ilm 
Nowhere in Africa.

This is the next phase of 
renovation, and the three new 
seat models – from luxurious 
dark green with brass bead-
ing to more modern-looking 
red – now under considera-
tion are on display in the 
foyer and are there to be 
tested out. Although there 
is no official voting proce-
dure, we are promised that 
any particularly strong views 
will be taken into account.

The best seats
The seat replacement is 

provisionally scheduled for 
December and the campaign 
needs to raise about £40,000 
for its 250 seats. Sponsoring 
one brings you beneits like 
a plaque with your name and 
costs £250 for an individual or 
family, payable in instalments 
(£50 off if you are a Friend). 
At a higher rate for a range of 

business beneits, local busi-
nesses are also already taking 
up the opportunity to take part 
in the campaign. Sponsorship 
forms and further details can be 
downloaded from the website  
(www.phoenixcinema.co.uk) 
or picked up from the foyer. 
Anyone regretting the disap-
pearance of the existing seats 
too much will ind they can buy 
one to install at home!

Commitment to 
independent ilm-making

Maureen Lipman, the cin-
ema’s patron, kick-started the 
campaign in style and Anthony 

Tasgal, Chair of Seating for the 
Trust, stressed the Phoenix’s 
continuing strong commitment 
to independent ilm-making. He 
outlined plans already under 
way for more family activities, 
such as the Saturday morning 
ilm club for 6–11-year-olds 
and screenings for parents 
with babies and other recent 
initiatives including a range 
of workshops and courses for 
young people aged 6–19 on 
practical ilm-making and ani-
mation, fostering new talent for 
the future as well as making the 
best on offer available here.

Changing Places at 
the Phoenix
By Sophie Leighton

A Safe Place 
to Talk
For the last three months an Eating Disorders Support 
Group has been meeting in the elegant surroundings of 
Avenue House, East End Road.

User led
The group was set up 

by co-ordinator Fenella 
Lemonsky, who explained, 
“I set up the group when, 
as a recovering bulimic, 
very ill and in treatment, I 
discovered there was nowhere 
for me to go to talk in a safe, 
conidential, non judgemental 
yet supportive way. I wanted 
good quality, highly skilled, 
and conidential support that 
was user led.”

“Through my work at 
Barnet Voice I was aware 
that there were no statutory 
eating disorder services in the 
borough apart from dietetic 
support, and those wanting a 
specialised dedicated service 
would have to travel out of the 
borough.”

Food for thought
“I was inspired to get 

Eating Disorders Association 
accreditation for the group 
after visiting two EDA groups 
in the UK and seeing how 
warm, welcoming, safe and 
well structured they were.”

The North London Eating 
Disorders Support Group offers 
support to those whose life is 
dominated by food, whether 
through anorexia, bulimia, 
binge eating or any other type 
of food dimensioning issue 
and offers support to men and 
women aged 18+, and to 16 and 
17 year olds if accompanied 
by a responsible adult. The 
group, which is accredited to 
the National Self Help Network 
of the Eating Disorders 
Association, meets on the irst 
Sunday of each month 10.20–
11.45am at Avenue House. 
There is no attendance fee, 

although voluntary donations 
are welcomed. Meetings are 
open, and attendees can come 
and go at any time.

Self help
The group is jointly led 

by Ms Lemonsky and two 
mental health professionals. 
“We have all been ‘vetted’ 
by EDA and follow a strict 
code of ethics and policies 
to ensure the group has a 
good grounding and is safe,” 
explained Ms Lemonsky, “We 
receive regular additional 
training and supervision 
(supervision from a senior 
psychologist who works in 
an internationally accredited 
eating disorder unit) and will 
be attending the annual Self 
Help Network Conference in 
Derby in September where we 
meet other Group Contacts and 
receive further training.”

Award winning
The group has obtained an 

award from the Millennium 
Commission, administered 
and supervised by the Kings 
Fund, and has just gained 
some inancial support from 
Barnet Primary Care NHS 
Trust. Funding remains an 
issue, however, especially 
for ongoing expenditure for 
such items as good resource 
materials.

Ms Lemonsky would love to 
hear from local businesses that 
may be interested in providing 
inancial assistance in return 
for full acknowledgement. 
For further information on the 
group, phone 07952 549941 or 
contact Ms Lemonsky through 
the EDA Self Help Network 
Team 01603 619090 or by email 
to FLemonsky@aol.com.

Maureen Lipman tests out potential new seats in the Pheonix foyer. Photo by Erini Rodis 
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YOUNG ARCHERPRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
By Diana Cormack

HolyTrinity
Thisyear’sSATsresultsinbothKeyStages1and2were
outstanding.

Year6hadwonderfulweatherfortheirschooljourneyonthe
IsleofWightbutinclementweatherdidnotpreventYear5having
agoodtimeatMoatMount.Year4visitedtheTowerofLondon,
Year3wenttotheScienceMuseum,Year2hadadayinBrighton
andreceptionchildrenlearnedalotattheLondonAquarium.

TheSummerBBQ,whichincludedanAnimalRoadShowwith
snakes,frogs,iguanasandspiders,wasverysuccessful.

ChildrenontheSchoolCouncilattendedtheRonaldMcDonald
CharitypresentationattheirheadoficeintheHighRoadand
receiveda£1000chequeforplaygroundequipment.

SchoolgovernorandparentChrisHampsonsuccessfullycom-
pletedasponsoredbikeridefromLondontoSouthendononeof
ourhottestSundays,raising£540fortheschooland£270forthe
BritishHeartFoundation.

Abuildingappealwiththeaimofprovidingalibraryandsci-
ence/designandtechnologyblockplusextraspaceforteaching
specialneedshasbeenlaunched.

(TheHeadofGovernorsatHolyTrinityisSylviaDuthie.We
apologiseforcallingherSheilainlastmonth’sARCHER!)

MartinSchools
Intwoarchitectureworkshops,Years5and6builtamaz-
ingstructuresoutofcaneandelasticbands.Thiswasin
conjunction with Barnet Education Business Partner-
ship(seepage5),aswasanewMathsTrailatthelocal
irestation,devisedbytalentedmathsco-ordinatorJohn
Jackson.Year3followedthistrailandalsowenttoKew
Gardensaspartoftheirsciencework.

Year4tookpartinBarnet’sRoadSafetyProgrammeandthey
heldaverysuccessfulVictorianDay.Year5wenttoStAlbansfor
theirstudyonTudormonksandalsofollowedtheirestationMaths
Trail.Year6enjoyedadayofcitizenshiptraining,ahistorytripto
HendonRAFmuseumand,ainaltreat,atriptoWhipsnade.

SeveralclasseshaveseenMagicLanternshowstocomplement
theart curriculumand thewhole schoolwatchedawonderful
performanceofTwelfthNight.

Nowbackinaction,theieldwasthesceneofaparticularly
memorableevent.Childrenfrombothschoolsstoodwithinthe
shapeoftheMartinbirdwhileaerialphotosweretakenfroma
helicopter.Whenitlandedtherewasaspecialassemblygivenby
thepilotandcrew,beforeeachclasshadtheirannualphotograph
taken.

TheieldwasalsothevenueforJuniorSportsDay.Aswellas
athletics,thechildrenhavetakenpartinnetballmatches;thegirls’
cricketteamwasinaninter-boroughkwikcrickettournamentand
thenewafter-schoolfootballclub,wherechildrenfromseveral
schoolsreceiveexpertcoaching,isprovingpopular.

Twocharityfundraisingeventstookplace.InMilesandMiles,
sponsoredparticipantswalkedontheschoolieldtoraise£200
forMcMillannurses,andthejuniorsworesomethingyellowand
collected£225inaidoftheNorthLondonHospice.

ThePTAorganisedaSummerFunDayontheield,attended
byhundredsofchildrenandadults,andmadeafantastic£3,500.
TheyalsoorganisedaBingoNight,aGreatBalloonRaceand
soldcakesandsaladstoraisefundsforbothschools.

Theinfantschoolenjoyedthevisitofatravellingbookfair.
NurserychildrenwentonatriptotheLondonAquarium;recep-
tionchildrenhavevisitedHighgateWoodsandYear2havebeen
toWoodsideFarm.

TheannualInternationalLunch,whereparentsandstaffinthe
infantsprovidefoodrepresentativeofmanydifferentcountries,
wasagainanenjoyableevent.

THE ARCHER hopes teachers enjoy a happy and restful holiday.

Playing the Game 
By Diana Cormack

When I was about eleven years old I went to my friend’s house for the day, which wasn’t 
unusual. However, on that day something happened which I have never forgotten.

It started to rain, so we went indoors to play in her bedroom. But she shared it with a sister who 
was a couple of years older than us and she chucked us out.

“It’s not fair,” moaned my friend. “All my things are in there and we’ve got nothing to do.”
The bedroom door opened.
“Here. Take this,” said her sister, holding out a long, narrow box.

Old favourite
It turned out to be Monopoly, which I’d never heard of before, but as soon as we started playing 

I was hooked. I thought it was the best board game ever! We played for hours and hours. When I 
got home I couldn’t wait to tell my brother and sisters about it.

Every birthday and Christmas I dropped hints to Mum and Dad about Monopoly, but I never 
got it. In those days it was quite expensive and my parents just couldn’t afford it. Maybe I liked it 
because it gave you so much money! Anyway, I had to wait until I was grown up and then I bought 
it for myself.

The irst version appeared in 1904. It was called The Landlords’ Game, invented by a woman 
and why she invented it I do not know.

New inventions
But I do know that with all the different board games around today it must be really hard to think 

of something new. However, as part of their recent problem-solving week, children in Holy Trinity 
School had to make up their own games, many of which showed their interests, for example Lost in 
Egypt by Dani Ella Larimer, The Lost Vikings by Billy Hancock and Freddie Howard, The Seasons 
by Georgia Glick and Serhat Cosgun’s Fruit Game. Albert Wood invented The Secret Passages of 
Hogwarts and Subomi Oguntoyinbo used his maths to make All Sports.

Both infants and juniors had a great time when they joined together to play each other’s games.

By Mike Graham

One of the toughest events in the calendar is the Young 
Chelsea Marathon. This does not involve running 26 
miles; indeed, most bridge players very rarely run for 
more than ten yards. Instead, it is a 24 hour bridge 
event. You start play at 2 pm on Saturday afternoon 
and inish, 165 boards later, at 2 pm on Sunday, having 
played through the night. 

Archer Bridge

Games exchange at Holy Trinity School   Photo by Diana Cormack

This year’s event was, 
quixotically, played over the 
same weekend as the London 
Marathon. There were a large 
number of overseas players 
involved, and Erik Saelens-
minde and Odin Svensonn 

(and, inevitably, a few pairs 
stayed in game).

Grand slam scuppered
There are, in top tricks, 

two spades, one club, five 
diamonds, and three hearts. A 
3-2 heart break (68%) will add 
two extra tricks, for a total of 
thirteen. These are good odds 
for a grand slam, and, play-
ing pairs, you want to be in 
No-trump. Seven Hearts made 
would score 1510, but the No-
trump grand slam would score 
1520, for a better score. Not so 
on this occasion, however; the 
4-1 heart split scuppered the 
grand slam, and we scored a 
joint bottom instead of a top. 
No justice!

of Norway duly carried off 
the top prize. I was fortunate 
enough to play with David 
Burn, well known as a coach 
to England teams. We did not 
play particularly brilliantly 
and finished ninth, but we  

had rather poor luck with 
our slam bidding.This board 
did not help our cause:

David and I sat North-
South, and we were the only 

pair in the field to bid to Seven 
No-trump. Seven Hearts and 
Seven Diamonds were bid 
on a few occasions, but most 
pairs only bid to the six-level 

Dealer South
EW Game 

Ƅ A73
Ɔ KQ872
Ƈ A108
ƅ AJ

Ƅ Q1096
W

 N
E

Ƅ J84
Ɔ J1096 Ɔ 4
Ƈ 3

S
Ƈ 9654

ƅ Q1032 ƅ K8765
Ƅ K52
Ɔ A53
Ƈ KQJ72
ƅ 94
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Motts GodwinInsurance

020 8444 1040

209 High Road, East Finchley

London, N2 8AN

Competitive Insurance - Lady & Mature Drivers -

Special rates for over 30’s - Immediate cover -

private car & commercial vehicles - Low rates -

accidents & convictions - Instalments

Telephone

OV OPTICIANS
56 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9PN

Tel: 020 8883 6693

FOR COMPREHENSIVE EYE EXAMINATIONS, ASSORTED

DESIGNER/BUDGET FRAMES AND CONTACT LENSES

FREE NHS SPECTACLES
or

FREE NHS CONTACT LENSES
for kids/under 19s, Income Support, JSA & Family Credit

COMPLETE SPECTACLES (LENS AND FRAME)
SV FROM £39.00

BIFOCALS FROM £59.00
VARIFOCALS FROM £79.99

CONTACT LENSES
Coloured monthly disposables.......£17.85 pair or £55.00 for 4 pairs
Clear monthly disposables.............£88.50 for 1 year supply
Acuvue Dailies...............................£408.00 for 1 year supply
Ciba Focus Dailies.........................£333.00 for 1 year supply
Daysoft Dailies...............................£240.00 for 1 year supply

CURRENT SIGHT TEST REQUIRED.  NO HIDDEN EXTRAS

Registered Hairdressers

(Est. 35 yrs)

Shampoo & Set.........£6.75

Cut Wash & Blow Dry

...............................£15.70

Whole Head Hi & Low Lights

......................from £42.80

Whole Head Tint.....£17.65

Perms from............£41.25

ROGER OF FINCHLEY
5 Fortis Green

East Finchley

London N2 9JR

Telephone 020 8883 2354

KALASHNIKOV KULTUR
By Ricky Savage, the voice of social irresponsibility

Memories of 
Hendon Aerodrome
A new exhibition for the summer takes place at the Church Farmhouse Museum, in 
Greyhound Hill Hendon, to celebrate 100 years of powered light. The material is 
drawn from the extensive collection of Clive Smith, a postcard dealer based in Brent 
Street, who, over the years, has put together this singular collection of photographs, 
posters, tickets, brochures, and ephemera from London Aerodrome Hendon, much 
of it from the period before the First World War.

Claude Grahame-White with a lady passenger in a Farman biplane, c.1911.
Photo from a collection by Clive R Smith.

The Vision of Claude 
Grahame-White

In January 1910, at the age of 
thirty, Claude Grahame-White 
came to the top of Greyhound 
Hill and gazing down on the 
lat ields of Colindale below 
realised that it was the perfect 
location for a lying school 
and aerodrome. By 1914 it had 
become the premier centre for 
aerial demonstrations, racing 
and the London social elite in 
which Grahame-White was a 
larger than life character. One 
of the original “magniicent 
men in their lying machines”, 
he was charming, debonair, 
sporting, and certainly cocky. 
He wowed the ladies, and in 
the photographs he poses as 
a man in his prime, conident 
of his success. Many of the 

demonstrations, such as loop-
ing the loop, may seem like 
publicity stunts; but they are 
distractions from White’s list 
of genuine and serious aerial 
experiments.

Flight irsts
Hendon was the centre 

for the development of night 
lying, particularly important in 
the defence of London during 
the Zeppelin raids that came 
with the Great War. It was from 
Hendon that the irst defensive 
patrol of London was launched 
(led, of course, by White him-
self). Hendon also saw the irst 
ever parachute jump from an 
aeroplane in 1914, and the 
irst airmail, from Hendon to 
Windsor Castle. White real-
ised the potential of this new 
invention. Literally thousands 

of people locked to watch the 
shows at the aerodrome itself, 
and during those golden sum-
mers before the darkness of 
the oncoming war, Sunny 
Hill Fields was packed with 
spectators. The exhibition 
lasts until 25 September, and 
the museum is open 10.00am–
1.00pm and 2.00–5.00pm 
Monday to Thursday (closed 
Friday), 10.00am–1.00pm and 
2.00–5.30pm on Saturday and 
2.00–5.30pm on Sunday. Tel. 
020 8203 0130 email gerrard.
roots@barnet.gov.uk or hugh.
petrie@barnet.gov.uk.

Foxy, foxy
Hark, I hear the sound of the unconscionable in 
hot pursuit of the inedible. Yes, it’s fox hunting 
time again and our beloved legislators have got 
themselves into another twist over it. Labour 
rebels are backing the fox in ways that they 
would never back the poor and oppressed 
while true blue Tories support the fox hunt-
ers in a way they would never back any other 
bunch of self-righteous thugs. Why? Because 
parliament decided that men and women in red 
coats can’t follow dogs following Basil Brush 
and then watch the dogs rip poor Basil apart. 
The Labour rebels say hunting with dogs is 
cruel, the Tory toffs say it is part of our rich 
cultural heritage like slavery and witch burning. 
Besides, the poor foxhounds will suffer if they 
don’t have foxes to rip apart. With some of the 
greatest minds in Britain gathered together in 
Westminster I’m amazed that they can’t ind a 
solution, so I guess it’s down to me to ensure 
that the fabric of this ine country of ours does 
not go to the dogs/foxes etc.

So, let’s get this straight, it’s only hunting with 
dogs that’s banned, so why not hunt with something 
else. What about hunting with two-headed mutant 
sheep? That would concentrate the foxes’ minds 
at lambing time. Or hunting with elephants, were-
wolves, kangaroos, armoured personnel carriers or 
local councillors. All comes down to the same thing; 
mindless thugs rampaging across the countryside 
in the name of liberty, violence and the British way 
of cruelty to animals.

Naturally the maniacs on horseback would say 
it’s not the same without the dogs, so what about 
drag hunting? The bigots could combine their love 
of a violent death with a spot of cultural vandalism 
by chasing Lily Savage and Danny La Rue across 
open fields. Actually, the way to stop fox hunting is 
blindingly simple. All you need to do is breed mutant 
foxes. After all, who is going to want to chase a six-
foot-high furry beast that’s armed with a couple of 
machine guns and has a very bad attitude…
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Sport & Fitness
v Badminton on Wednesdays. Call 
020 8349 0170
v Body Control Pilates classes. Call 
Deanna Wisbey 020 8883 7029
v Counselling and psychotherapy 
service at the Green Man Centre. 
For details phone 8440 4174
v London Cycling Campaign 
(Barnet), has monthly meetings & 
rides. Call 020 8440 9080.
vMuswell Hill Bowling Club open 
daily from 2pm. The Green, Kings 
Avenue, N10. Tel: 8883 1178.
v Step/Aerobics classes, Sundays at 
Bar XL. Phone 0789 0033 968.
vTae Kwon Do at The Green Man 
Thursdays 7-9pm 07949 612 706
vTai Chi at the Green Man  on 
Mondays 1.30-3pm
v Tennis Club oƑ Southern Road. 
Call 020 8440 6953
v Yoga & Meditation classes at Holy 
Trinity Church, 020 8444 7217

Dance, Drama, Art 
&  Music
v Adult Line Dancing. Call Footloose 
020 8440 8530/ 8216 5633.
v Art Classes. For info call Henry 
on 020 8888 5133.
v  Ballroom dancing classes, 
beginners and improvers. Phone 
01707 642 378
v Barnet Schools Music Centre call 
020 8359 3111 for details.
v Broadway & West end Musical 
Singing Workshop call Idit Gold 020 
8449 0011.
v Club Dramatika drama club for 
kids. Call Vicky 020 8883 1554
v Country & Barn Dancing, at 
Oakleigh Park, 020 8349 0754
v Columbian party dancing classes, 
Call Nelsy 020 8444 2012
v Incognito Theatre workshops, 
Colney Hatch Lane, 020 8883 0911
v Finchley Jazz Club, Monday 11 
& 25 August at Wilf Slack Cricket 
Pavilion, East End Rd, N3.
v Over 60s come dancing at Ann 
Owens Centre 020 8346 8736
v Private drum tuition, beginners 
welcome. Contact Eddie 8444 8376
v Pottery Class at The Green Man, 
Call Celia Holmes 020 8349 9315
v Learn to sing at Finchley Methodist 
Church 020 8455 2403
v Symphonic Wind Orchestra of 
North London, Contact Stephen 
Kelsey, 020 8883 3365

Clubs & Social
v All Saints Beer and Wine Circle Call 
Richard Baldwin 020 8883 7081
v Bingo, Green Man Community 
Centre, 020 8883 4916
v Contact Lunch Club at the Green 
Man. Call 8444 1162 to book a 
place. Every Thursday. 12.30-2pm
v East Finchley National Childbirth 
Trust, Contact Ann Sullivan, 020 
8442 1941
v East Finchley Writers meet weekly 
at the Old White Lion. Contact Lillian 
on 020 8444 1793.
v Fairacres Monday Club for Jewish 
people, Rene & Reuby Hyams, 020 
8883 0448 or Sylvia Lee 8958 7878
v Finchley Philatelic Society, Contact 
Brian Merryweather 8444 3251
v Friendly Rubber Bridge at The 
Old Barn, 020 8349 4613
v  Hampstead Social Group, 
membership late 30Ţs-late 40Ţs Call 
David Morris, 020 8455 0477
v  North London Bridge Club, 
Muswell Hill, 020 8348 3495
v  Muswell Hill and Highgate 
PensionersŢ Action Group Call Bob 
Cottingham on 8444 7635.
v  Muswell Hill Synagogue, 
Tetherdown, 020 8883 5925
v Muswell Hill Tetherdown Bridge, 
020 8883 4390
v Old Barn pre-school club, 020 
8349 4613/1961
v Parent & Toddler Group, Green 
Man Centre, Julia 8444 2276
v Probus Lunch Club for retired 
professional and business people, 
Details  Eric Dalton 8340 0822

All Saints’ Church,
Durham Road, East Finchley

Church of  England

Sunday masses at 8.00 a.m. and 10.00 a.m.
Weekday masses at 10.00 a.m.
Prayer requests are gladly accepted.

The Parish has a flourishing social life.
Contact the Vicar, Fr Christopher Hardy,

on 020 8883 9315.

All Saints’ also has a strong musical tradition and  an 
enthusiastic choir of  both adults and children.

Experienced singers are always welcome.
Contact Geoffrey Hanson  on 020 8444 9214.

http://www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

Phoenix gets 
kids animating
By Erini Rodis
Staff in the ‘Phoenix cinema animation tent’ showed hun-
dreds of children how to create stop-motion animation 
using video in Friary Park, N11 on Sunday 13 July.

It was there as part of 
the Children’s Arts Festival, 
which took over the park with 
interactive displays, perform-
ances, creative environments 
and endless games on one 
very hot and sunny day. Secret 
trails and yoga workshops were 
also available to the thousands 
of children of all ages who 
attended.

The tables of the Phoenix 
animation tent were especially 
full, as kids created irst a back-

ground scene, then a character 
or two to move around on it. 
Once done they joined a good 
long queue towards a video 
camera which had been set 
up on a rostrum to take a still 
of each subtle movement. The 
video was then played back at 
full speed, and patience was 
rewarded with lots of smiles, as 
the children, and of course their 
proud parents and guardians, 
got to view their very own stop 
motion animation pieces.

The Barrier of Age
By Mal Jacobs
Women are conscious of it, men try to ignore it, but 
it affects them all at some time – the subject of age, 
ageing and ageism. In our society (due mainly to suc-
cessive government policies) there is now a lack of 
Seniors at all levels. Not only did we throw out the 
baby with the bathwater but ignored all the warning 
signs along the way.

Other countries were, and 
are, more conscious of the 
enormous skills and experi-
ence of its mature workforce. 
Here, as usual, we react with 
a knee-jerk reaction and sud-
denly discover we are short 
of talent!

In a recent interview, Sir 
Trevor McDonald mentioned 
that societies which lourish 
are those that use the talents 
of people, regardless of their 
age.

Butt end of jokes
The new age discrimina-

tion legislation reminds me 
of the old saying, “You can 
change the laws but that 
may not change the minds”. 
Ageism is alive, healthy and 
all around us in so many ways 
(and has been for so long) it 
will be a hard road to travel 
but it must be done.

Seniors have been the butt 
end of jokes, sketches, talk, 
soaps to name a few and eve-
ryone is guilty. It includes 
all of society including TV, 
newspapers, theatres, pubs, 
the workplace etc plus us for 
allowing it to happen in the 
irst place.

Public bodies
Can you ever remember 

seeing or speaking to some-
one at the Pension Services 
(DSS) over 50 or 60? The 
same applies at the BBC. 

(Both are public bodies.) After 
the Jimmy Young debacle of 
the sacking episode, the BBC 
could now show amends by 
using mature people on front 
desks, newsreaders etc in 
public visible places to pro-
mote the new legislation that 
is coming.

The mind boggles with 
questions if you are work-
ing at 70. Will you still 
get a concession price on 
entrance prices? Will you 
sti l l  get charged double 
the normal travel insurance 
price as usual? Will you still 
need a doctor’s certificate to 
drive to work? Will you still 
get a Seniors discount in a 
restaurant that operates it? 
Should you take the Viagra 
tablet before going to work 
or when going home?

Degrading
To be fully capable of doing 

a job but not required or losing 
your job because of your age 
must be so degrading but it 
is happening, unfortunately, 
every day. Of course in the 
USA they have been working 
to 70 and beyond since time 
immemorial so once again we 
are late on the scene.

Doris Day was quoted once 
as saying, “The really frighten-
ing thing about middle age is 
the knowledge that you’ll grow 
out of it!”

5 yr old Asha and 6yr old Simon video their animations. Photo by 
Erini Rodis

Barnet Community 
Plan: A Flawed 
Document
By John Dearing
Barnet Council has distributed information about its 
Community Plan to residents and businesses, together 
with a questionnaire, but the consultation period, 
unfortunately, falls squarely over the holiday period. 
Apparently the timing “has been prepared to ensure 
that views inform next year’s budget setting process”! 
Despite the offer of a free prize draw, one cannot be 
optimistic about the likely level of response.

It is in the form of a little 
magazine containing not the 
Community Plan, but a one-
page summary of it (from 
which people are expected to 
ill out a two page question-
naire) and several pages of 
quotes from members of the 
Local Strategic Partnership 
(LSP). The language used is 
arcane, and it is not easy to 
make sense of it.

Whose views?
The membership of the 

LSP appears to be poorly rep-
resentative of the community. 
It is totally biased towards 
training, employment and law 
and order, with no obvious rep-
resentation for housing, young 
people, or old people and only 
token representation of ethnic 
minorities (who form 18% of 
the population of the borough!). 

East Finchley businesses will 
not have failed to notice that 
the chair of the LSP is also 
the commercial director of the 
Brent Cross Shopping Centre. 
Only one of the members is an 
elected representative.

The questionnaire has 
impossible questions such as 
asking us to choose between 
“making Barnet safe” and 
“developing civic pride - a sense 
of community respect”. It asks 
for people to choose two out of 
a list of ive priorities - surely 
what people will want is all of 
these, but there is no obvious 
way of saying this. It is hard  
not to imagine an underlying 
political agenda.

If Barnet Council really 
cares about the views of its 
constituents, it should really 
try a bit harder than this.
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Letters to The Editor

020 8444 5630 115 High Road, London N2. www.ef-elec.co.uk

EAST FINCHLEY ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS (Est. 30 Years)
Friendly, Local and Affordable Products & Services only at:

Kenwood Set
only £38.99

Kenwood
Hand Blender
only £15.99

Samsung Microwave
only £49.99

Micromark Iron
only £12.99

2 Piece Telephone
white or silver

only £10.50
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 RETAIL
 WHOLESALE
 CONTRACTING
 NICEIC

TESTING
 You name it

- we do it

A Bad Lot
By Susan Toms of Bedford Road
Residents of the County Roads, if you have a vehicle 
- even if you have a parking permit - BEWARE!
When you come home late at night and can’t ind 
a space and you park at the end of the road on the 
yellow line, just until you go out in the morning... 
They will  get you!!!!

Last week, as I was on an early morning walk, before most people 
would be leaving for work, I was horriied to see a parking attendant on 
a motor cycle going from road-end to road-end and ticketing residents’ 
cars, despite the valid resident’s permits displayed. I followed the 
attendant at some distance, to check that I wasn’t mistaken about what 
he was doing. He was so busy that he didn’t notice me at all. There was 
absolutely no trafic about and, in any case, the cars concerned were 
not in a place where they would have caused an obstruction.

This activity, obviously undertaken with the prime intent of 
catching people out in order to rake in yet more money from 
motorists, sickens me.

The resident’s parking tariff has been increased by 50% without 
prior consultation or notice. Even so, this gives no guarantee that 
a parking place will be available near one’s home, or indeed even 
in one’s own road, especially at peak times! The tariff in council 
car parks has increased and there is soon to be a 2hr maximum 
parking time imposed as well. Now (and I wonder how long this 
has been going on?) the trafic vultures are deliberately aiming 
to catch residents out, with this early morning patrol.

How much more are residents prepared to take?
So next time you arrive home late at night and can’t ind a 

space for your car, DON’T make the mistake of putting it on a 
yellow line at the end of your road, or you’ll be the next victim 
of Barnet’s creative money-making policy.

Double Trouble
To the Editor,

Most East Finchley residents 
know about the proposed Waitrose 
development, and many are hor-
riied at the increased trafic and 
parking problems that it would 
bring. But Barnet Council is also 
actively considering another pro-
posal (the “Octagon” plan) whose 
effects would be just as bad, if not 
worse; to build a new road leading 
from The Bishop’s Avenue, more 
or less where it joins the High 
Road, to a vast new building for 
the Hampstead Garden Suburb 
Institute (without parking provi-
sion for the 6,000 further educa-
tion students who would attend 
courses there), and to two very 
large blocks of lats.

The Council is considering 
these two developments as if they 
were completely separate. Because 
they are in different wards Waitrose 
goes to one Planning Sub-Commit-
tee, and Octagon to a different one. 
How convenient. For the Waitrose 
plan, they consult residents in East 
Finchley ward – and for Octagon, 
only Garden Suburb residents. 
Divide and Rule indeed!

Barnet must consult residents 
on BOTH sides of the High Road 
about BOTH schemes, and con-
sider the combined effects on traf-
ic and parking of BOTH schemes 
together. We urge all residents to 
write or email their Councillors 
demanding this. 
Richard and Alison Stein
Deansway, N2.

Pensions backlash 
Dear Sir,

Has Mal Jacobs (Scraping the 
Barrel, The Archer June 2003) ever 
wondered how the pensions paid 
in other EU countries are actually 
funded?

The so-called ‘pensions time-
bomb’ is becoming a major preoc-
cupation of EU politicians who only 
now are waking up to its implica-
tions. Pensions there are paid for 
by the working population out of 
current earnings not, as in the UK, 
from funded pensions schemes. 
At present three members of 
the working population support 
one pensioner. Within a genera-
tion this proportion of support is 
expected to halve. In other words 
to maintain the level of pensions 
paid at present, each member of 
the working population will have to 
double his tax contribution. That is 
assuming that pensioners do not 
continue to live longer and longer.
Well before that stage is reached 
there is likely to be a backlash.

Already the lines of confrontation 
are being drawn with pensioners and 
unions on one side and governments 
and those joining the workforce on 
the other. It has been pointed out 
on many occasions that one of the 
risks Britain faces is being made to 
contribute to the un-funded pension 
liabilities of other EU members. 
Yours sincerely
Fabian Olins
Foscote Road, 
Hendon NW4.

Inappropriate
Dear Editor

RE: National Hospital Site 
We object very strongly to the 

current proposals for the devel-
opment of this site. We urge the 
Council to reject it because:

1. It will mean even more park-
ing and trafic in this area, and the 
present parking restrictions will not 
help. They are designed to prevent 
all day commuter parking, but stu-
dents and visitors to the Institute 
will come for short periods only, 
thereby adding massively to the 
parking problems.

2. It means increased trafic, 
pollution, noise and danger in 
an already overcrowded area. 
Deansway is already extremely 
congested and problematic during 
the evening rush hour.

3. The proposed entrance on 
The Bishops Avenue near the High 
Road would make this dificult junc-
tion even more dangerous. The 
proposed entrance on Deansway 
frankly beggars belief.

4. The plans mean cutting down 
many ine trees, including many 
with tree preservation orders.

5. It means the destruction of a 
ine Victorian building, which should 
be renovated and put to good use.

6. The proposed buildings are 
much too big, much too high, and 
much too near the boundaries 
of the site. They would severely 
damage the site itself, and also 
the surrounding area, through 
overlooking, shadowing and noise. 
Both areas are conservation areas, 
which Barnet is bound by law to 
“preserve or enhance”.

7. The proposals conlict with 
many of the policies in the Barnet 
Unitary Development Plan, which is 
of course a statutory document.

We are not opposed in prin-
ciple to the development of the 
site, provided that the plans are 
sensible and appropriate. The 
current proposals are not. We 
therefore hope that you will reject 
the current proposals.
Mark and Gay Berelowitz
Edmunds Walk, N2.

Gridlock
Dear Sir,

We wish to add our strong-
est objections to the many you 
will already have received. The 
proposed plans for the National 
Hospital site will totally change the 
neighbourhood and add materially 
to the trafic congestion which in the 
Deansway has already reached 
gridlock at peak times.

That such a development can 
even be considered for what is des-
ignated as a conservation area is 
dificult to comprehend. It will be out 

of scale with the other buildings in 
the area and result in the destruction 
of many ine trees, many of which 
are covered by preservation orders. 
The Bishops Avenue entrance will 
add further danger to the already 
hazardous junction.

The proposals conlict with many 
of the policies in the Barnet Unitary 
Development Plan which I under-
stand to be a statutory document.
Yours sincerely
Charles Wolff
Deansway, N2. 

A Waitrose compromise
Dear Sir/Madam

There is an obvious solution 
to the current row over Waitrose’s 
planned development. Waitrose 
should buy the Budgens/Iceland site. 
It could relocate the Post Ofice and 
shops to the empty units opposite and 
would provide a decent high quality 
medium-sized supermarket. There is 
already some parking space behind 
the site, and this compromise need 
not affect the library. 

People who worry about the 
effect this might have on other food 
shops on the High Street should look 
at Muswell Hill where a Sainsburys 
and Marks & Spencers sit comfortably 
between a range of good small shops 
including a ishmongers and grocers. 
East Finchley is great but is looking 
increasingly shabby and needs an 
injection of new shopping blood
Regards 
Mr Pearl 
Huntingdon Rd, N2
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BOOKSHOP

72 FORTIS GREEN ROAD, N10
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MUSWELL HILL

Shoes, Trainers, Sandals, Bags and Luggage

1 Manor Park Rd. N2, behind 88 Church Lane, opposite Trinity Church

Tel: 07956 329 150 Open 12-8pm (not Wednesdays)

John’s Shoe Repairs

Complete Repair Service by a craftsman
Same day if required

Key Cutting

STEWART-DUNCAN
OPTHALMIC OPTICIANS  EST. 1962*

126 HIGH ROAD, EAST FINCHLEY, LONDON, N2 9ED

020 8883 2020

Buy a Pair of Spectacles and Get

Free
Prescription
Sunglasses

Designer
Prescription
Sunglasses

for £59
Giorgio Armani  Calvin Klein*

DKNY  Polo Ralph Lauren*
Terms and Conditions Apply

Ask in store for details

The small print!
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And All That Jazz
By Diana Cormack
It should come as no surprise to clientele at Madden’s Ale House to 
learn that one of A-level student Zac Klein’s subjects at Fortismere 
School was music. Though they might not recognise his name, they 
may well recognise his piano playing.

Zac, of Hertford Road, started 
having conventional classical piano 
lessons at the age of six. At thirteen he 
switched teachers and styles, a move 
which no doubt found favour with his 
jazz-loving father. They go to many jazz 
concerts together where Zac has noticed 
that the only other young people in the 
audience are usually from Fortismere. 
He pays tribute to the way the school’s 
music department has influenced him 
and to the great inspiration that they 
give their students.

Piano player
Jazz legends Bill Evans, John 

Coltrane and Wynton Kelly, amongst 
others, have also had an influence on 
Zac’s musical development. He now 

plans to play more standards and to 
develop his improvisational skills, 
which Friday night customers enjoy-
ing a drink at Madden’s might already 
have heard; that is when the popular 
Jeremy Currie Trio entertains in the pub 
at 130 High Road. Obviously recog-
nising talent when he hears it, Jeremy 
invited Zac to play, a daunting task 
for someone who had only previously 
performed at family gatherings.

However, the event proved a success 
and has led to Zac providing regular piano 
playing stints there. Now Zac is looking 
to form his own jazz group. If you are 
interested you can contact him through 
THE ARCHER (contact details on page 2) 
or pop into Madden’s sometime.

Sub-standard service: passengers perspired quietly in a darkened train for over an 
hour while waiting for underground signal failures to be resolved just before Stockwell. 
Northern Line, 10 July. Photo by Erini Rodis

Zac Klein playing the piano in 
Maddens. Photo by Diana Cormack
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