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Driv’n by spheres
By Daphne Chamberlain

Muswell Hill Bowls Club is 100 years old this year.
Even though centenarians are getting sprightlier all
the time, we can’t bring you an interview with anyone
who played in that first season, but we do know that the
green was laid with Cumberland turf, which is the best

surface there is for bowls.
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Children at Muswell Hill Bowls Cl

The original keeper toiled
away with a hand-mower.
His successors have three
motor-mowers, a  tining
machine, a scarifier, a strimmer
and an automatic watering
system to play with, but it’s
still a labour of love.

Those first players
certainly did not include
women. They weren’tallowed
to play at all until 1935, and
only became full members
in the last 20 years. Now,
I wouldn’t exactly say they
run the show, but let’s say it
would be very hard to imagine
a non-integrated club.

Street cred

The founder members
were not your men in the street,
either. They were all business
and professional people,
including Muswell Hill’s
most famous player, James
Carruthers, an international for
19 years, who was regarded
as the best player in England
between the wars.

Since World War 11, though,
members have come from all
walks of life. Our local bowls
club is certainly not snobbish,
as previous articles in THE
ARcHER have testified. It’s a
friendly place, with beginners
mixing democratically with
quite a few members who play
rather well.
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Carruthers was not the only
international, and there have
always been a sprinkling of
county players. However,
bowls is not the only sport for
this year’s president, Harry
Hicks. He was a long-time
athletics administrator and an
outstanding athlete, running
distances from 800 metres
to the marathon. His best
year was in 1956, when he
won the AAA marathon, and
competed in the Melbourne
Olympics.

On the ball

Ifthatseemsalongtime ago
to some readers, the message
that all club members would
really like to get across is
that this game is for all ages.
International players now are
young men and women, and
Muswell Hill have pioneered
the introduction of bowls to
school classes.

It’s more than likely that
some people still don’t know
where the club is hiding.
It’s concealed between the
houses of King’s Avenue
and Tetherdown, with the
entrance in King’s Avenue.
The area is bound to remain as
a sports-ground. It’s up to the
youth of the 21st century to
make sure that it’s used.

For details, contact 020
8368 6605.
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Hopping with Delight!
For the second year running, The Windsor Castle has been credited with a top place in

the “Barnet in Bloom” competition. Last years first place has been followed by a very
creditable second place in the “Best Blooming Pub” category.

Brian Davies, who designs
and cares for the great display
expressed delight with the
high ranking of his efforts yet
again. Speaking of his love
for plants and flowers he cites
contrast, and variation as being
the driving force behind his
designs. “Each basket display
follows a common theme” he
says, “but is unique in its own

Off the Wall

One adventurous step
included planting courgettes in
abasket, which whilst unusual,
worked well. “I just like to
try something, and if it works,
great, if not, it doesn’t matter,”
states a pragmatic Brian.

One aspect that astonished

Brian is that he has used Hops
as part of his display, which,
considering the flowers bedeck

apub, should not be that unusual
in such a setting. Apparently,
though, this is a rare enough
idea to draw comment.
Whilst pleased with the
award, Brian’s  greatest
pleasure is derived from the
comments of passers-by who

Kumon Maths
in East Finchley

Enrol between Aug 21% — Oct 20"
in the most successful after-school
maths programme and save
the assessment fee of £15.

For more information call your local
instructor on 8361 9705.
Classes held at East Finchley Library.

let him know how
much pleasure they get
from his work. “That’s
the greatest thing about
my work,” he said
as he gave thanks to
the Windsor Castle
for giving him the
opportunity to practise
his art.

ForuM NEWS

By Daphne Chamberlain

Update from the Finchley Forum meeting:

Mystery of the All Saints trees
It has been impossible to identify the person causing
damage to the trees outside All Saints, Durham
Road.

Brian Reynolds, Director of Social Affairs, reported that the
matter had been investigated, but no hard and fast evidence
had been found.

He has written to the church, pointing out that it is their
duty to replace the trees.

Fallows Close parking problems
Some Fallows Close residents complained that when
the Old Barn was hired out, it was often impossible to
park outside their own front doors.

Kathy McGuirk promised that they would be included in any
future consultations, and arranged to speak with them later.

LETTERS

War correspondence
Dear Sir,

Does anyone know of a Flight/
Sergeant DennisAtkinson, naviga-
tor RAFVR, 1396885, who lost his
life on the night of 30/31 March
19447 He was the son of Harry
and Winifred R. Atkinson from
East Finchley, though | have read
also that he may have lived in
Kentish Town.

He was flying on Lancaster
Mk11 LL622 KO-J of 115 Sqd
RAF Witchford. My great-uncle,
Sgt Frank Hawksworth, was a
WOP/Gunneronthe same aircraft,
and my family and | are trying to
trace relatives and friends of the
other crew members.

These brave young men, on
their first and only mission as one
crew, wereinaraid on Nuremburg,
which has gone into history as a
total failure in some quarters.

The RAF lost over one hun-
dred aircraft on that night. My
great-uncle and his fellow crew
members lost their lives on the
return leg from Schweinfurt,
having bombed - by mistake and
under pathfinder guidance - the
wrong city.

Unknown to the crews, strong
winds had pushed the bomber
stream off course from their
intended target. LL622 is under-
stood to have been shot down
over the famous battlefield at
Waterloo, and the crew’s bodies
RIP in Brussels town cemetery.

In recent months, my father
and | have had a commemorative
painting commissioned, entitled
“Journey into the Unknown”, which
shows LL622 flying over Ely.
Also, | have made contact with
other crew members’ families, and
have exchanged stories about our
relatives’ time in the RAF.

My family and | would very
much like to contact relations
or friends of Dennis Atkinson,
and hopefully perhaps meet up
with them.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Hawksworth,

4, The Meadows,
Howden,

East Yorkshire, DN14 7DX
Tel. 01430 432906

Mis-represented
Dear Editor

| was disappointed to
read, in your report on a
robbery in the High Street,
the reported comments of
the police that the group
carrying out the robbery
were “anuntraceable gang
of illegal immigrants”.

If the gang were
indeed “untraceable”, then
there is no basis on which
an assumption that the
culprits were “illegal immi-
grants” could be made. If,
as the report goes on to
say, they were either of
Eastern European origin,
or spoke inArabic (contra-
dictory, surely?), thenthey
could equally have been
British citizens, visitors or
“legal” immigrants.

| would like to have
seen THE ARCHER, a paper
representing a diverse,
multicultural community,
questioning this comment.
By not doing so, you are
in danger of perpetuating
the caricature of the crimi-
nal “illegal immigrants”
and “asylum seekers”
presented by some of the
tabloid press. You are
better than that!

Yours sincerely
Nick Starling
Durham Road, N2.
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Majjo’s is the place to buy your home-
cooked Indian food — freshly cooked
vegetarian food also halal chicken and
lamb - with the best samosas!
Open Tuesday to Sunday from
10.30 am - 10.30 pm.

Please place your order for parties
entertained in your house with home-
cooked Indian food on 8883 4357.
Est. 18 years.

1 Fortis Green, London N2 9JR

For that special

occasion ... B
A

All your cuts of meat can be

or a simple meal

purchased from
Tom’s
Butchers

100 High Road, East Finchley,
London N2 9EB. 020 8883 8472

-No Call Out Fee
- FREE Estimates

- Competitive Rates

EAST FINCHLEY | N
ELECTRICAL T0
CONTRACTORS

(Est. 25 Years)

020 3444 5630

115 High Road, London N2

www.ef-elec.co.uk
|~
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F CHIVERS BROS.

Before making a major expedition elsewhere try us.

\We are a local shop run by Lawrence and Roger Chivers.

For the Motorist we have a huge range of products with help and advicq
from informed staff.

For the Handyman we stock a comprehensive range of extremely good valug
tools and other DIY products.

For the Gardener we stock a good range of gardening tools.
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8883 8628




