
An Honest Broker
Ray Easter   June 1935 – Feb 2001

Readers will be sad to learn of the sudden death of 
Ray Easter, who was a partner at Prickett and Ellis 
Tomkins Estate Agents (formerly Bernard Tomkins), 
East Finchley. 
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General Advice. 
Monday to Friday: 10am - 
12.30pm and 1.30pm - 4pm. 
Thursdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Immigration Advice.
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm by 
appointment only.
Legal Advice.  
Tuesdays: 7pm - 8pm.
Councillors’ Surgery.  
Saturdays: 10am - 11.30am
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Thank you to Madden’s Ale 
House  for providing us with 

a meeting place.
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If you have a news item, 
memory or anecdote please send 
it in to us at the above address.

Your contributions

THE ARCHER aims to publish on 
the first weekend each month. 
To maximise the chance of 

publication, all contributors are 
urged to submit their articles 
early the preceding month: 

THE ARCHER team wishes 
to thank all the generous 
people who give up their 

spare time, in all weather, 
to deliver the paper for us.

42 Church Lane, London N2 8DT.
Tel/Fax: 020 8444 6265

The 14th April is the 
copy deadline for the 

May issue.

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Transport
BR Enquiries    0845 484950
City Airport   020 7646 0000
Greenline      020 8668 7261
LT Enquiries  020 7222 1234
Grey-Green    020 8800 8010
National Express 08705 808080
Heathrow     020 8759 4321

Crime
Emergency           999
Finchley Police 020 8342 1212
Golders Gr. Police 020 8209 1212
Muswell Hill Police 020 8442 1212
CrimeStoppers   0800 555111
Victim Support       020 8343 4435

OAP’s Advice
Barnet Age Concern 020 8346 3511
Barnet OAPs Welfare 020 8441 4853
Contact (N2)       020 8444 1162
Counsel & Care       0845 300 7585
Help the Aged      0800 096 2541

Leisure
Alexandra Palace 020 8365 2121
Copthall Sports Ctr. 020 8361 8658
E. Finchley Library  020 8883 2664
Gt North Leisure Pk. 020 8343 9830
Muswell Hill Odeon 0870 505 0007
Phoenix Cinema      020 8883 2233
Tourist Info Service  0870 126 4018
Warner Cinema Village 020 8446 9933 

Utilities (for N2)
Eastern Energy        0800 783 8838
London Electricity   0800 096 9000
OFTEL              020 7634 8700
Thames Water      0845 920 0888
Three Valleys Water 0845 782 3333
Gas consumers cncl. 0645 060708
Transco Gas Emerg.  0800 111 999

Help & Advice
Barnet Racial Equality Council  020 8446 0445
Childline           0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau    020 8349 0954
Cruse Bereavement Care   020 7431 7122
Disability Info Service      020 8446 6935
E Finchley Advice Service 020 8444 6265
Gingerbread              020 8445 4227
Missing Persons Helpline 0500 700700
National Debt Line     0808 808 4000
NSPCC              0800 800500
Rape Crisis Centre     020 7837 1600
Relate              020 8445 0888
Samaritans           020 8889 6888
Refuge National Crisis Line 0870 599 5443

Hospitals
Barnet General    020 8216 4000
Coppetts Wood   020 8883 9792 
Edgware General  020 8952 2381
Finchley Memorial 020 8349 3121
Oak Lane Clinic   020 8346 9343
Royal Free        020 7794 0500
St Luke’s          020 8219 1800
Whittington         020 7272 3070
Western Eye Hosp 020 7886 6666

*Calls to 09065 numbers are 
charged at £1.50 per minute.

Councils
Barnet
Admin/Town Hall  020 8359 2000
Council Tax       020 8359 2608
Recycling & refuse 020 8359 4600
Health Authority     020 8201 4700
Com’ty Health Cncl 020 8349 4364
Benefits Agency       020 8258 6500
Employment Service  020 8258 3900
Haringey Council  020 8975 9700

Health Advice
AIDS Helpline        0800 567123
Alcoholics Anonymous 020 7352 3001
Barnet MENCAP    020 8203 6688
CancerLink            0800 132905
Carers National Assoc. 020 8343 3665
Drinkline             0800 917 8282
Drugs Helpline          0800 776600
Health Information Service  0800 665544
Homeopathic Helpline 09065 343404*
MIND               020 8343 5700
N. London Blood Service 020 8258 2700

Animal Welfare
Nat Strays Bureau      09065 123999*
RSPCA                     0870 5555999

ADMINISTRATION

Pamela Kent
Toni Morgan

ADVERTISING

John Larimer

Voicemail/fax:
Editorial: 08700 292405

Sales: 08700 292406 
Listings: 08700 292407

e-mail: The-Archer@
LineOne.net

http://www.the-
archer.co.uk

Community 
Police 

Contact
East Finchley’s Com-
munity Police Officer, 
PC Paul Carter would 
like to hear from you.

You can call him at the 
Community Office, Golders 
Green Station, on 020 8733 
5562 or e-mail him at 
paul.carter@met.police.uk

Grab and smash
At approximately 2.15am Tuesday 20 February the 
main entrance door to The Alexandra pub in Church 
Lane, East Finchley was smashed open and a large 
glass bottle containing charity donations was removed 
from the bar top. 

Mr Easter had been with 
the firm since 1985, but had 
known Bernard Tomkins for 
many years previously. He 
entered the profession in 1955 
after completing his National 
Service with the RAF. A New 
Southgate boy, he worked in 
north London and Surrey before 
moving to East Finchley.

Over the years he built up 
an extensive knowledge of the 
business. Colleagues valued the 
opinion of this straightforward 
man. Long time friend Peter 
Byrne, a partner at Prickett 
and Ellis Tomkins, described 
him as a fount of knowledge 
and said that though Ray had 
reached 65 last June he did not 
want to retire, just to work less 
hours. Sadly, Ray died a month 
before he was due to cut down 
to two days a week.

Ray leaves a wife, two 

daughters and a son. His funeral 
took place at the Islington 
Crematorium, East Finchley. 
The vicar made a fitting tribute 
to Mr Easter when he said, “He 
was an honest broker.”

The London 
Marathon 2001 
By Diana Cormack
Sunday 22 April is the day when thousands of “ordinary” 
people will raise our spirits as they raise money for 
their chosen charities by completing the course of more 
than twenty-six miles. The Archer has heard of two East 
Finchley people who are taking part.

Carole Ash and her son Freddie

Local mother Carole Ash, 
of Fallows Close, East Finchley 
is running on behalf of The 
Wooden Spoon Society. Rugby 
fans will know that this refers 
to the team that comes bottom 
in the home internationals. 
Indeed, it all started thanks to 
an Irish victory over England 
back in 1983 when a group of 
despondent English fans, in 
the wake of yet another defeat, 
decided to raise their spirits 
by raising funds for a local 
school and shocked themselves 
by collecting an astonishing 
£8,500. 

Since then this “Charity 
for British Rugby” has spread 
throughout the world of rugby, 
raising money to help children 
and young people with special 
needs, those who are disabled 

and the underprivileged.
Carole has set herself a 

target of  £1000. If you would 
like to sponsor her, forms are 
available in the office at Holy 
Trinity School, Eagan’s Close, 
East Finchley.

 For the second year running 
Chris Costi of Takis Food and 
Wine Shop is aiming to raise 
money for the charity “Kith 
and Kids.” Last time he made 
£1200 for this society, which 
supports disabled children by 
focusing on their abilities. 
Should you wish to help Chris, 
sponsorship forms are avail-
able in the shop at 334 High 
Road, East Finchley.

If you know of any other 
locals taking part in this year’s 
London Marathon, please let 
The Archer know.

Publican John Murphy 
reported that numerous notes 
of varying denominations were 
included and estimated the 
contents in excess of £600.

Later that morning a resident 
in King Street off Church Lane 
noticed a quantity of glass and 
coinage scattered across the 
roadway and retrieved what 
she could, including a paper 
identifying the charity involved. 
With the assistance of the East 
Finchley Neighbourhood Centre 

the recovered funds, minus 
notes and large coinage, were 
returned to The Alexandra.

Computer Skills
The Peabody Trust has been 
given a £300,000 grant to estab-
lish a computer-learning centre 
at the Green Man Community 
Centre, Strawberry Vale.

The project, will offer everyone in 
the community the opportunity to learn 
computer skills. Call Martin O’Donnell 
on 8883 4916 for details.

Sadly missed - Ray Easter


