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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS SERVICES
 for East Finchley
Councillors’ Surgery.  Neigh-
bourhood Centre, Church Lane
- Saturdays - 10:00-11:30am
General Advice. Advice Serv-
ice, 42 Church Lane - Monday
to Friday - 10:00am to 12:30pm
and 1:30-4:00pm
Immigration Advice.  Advice
Service, 42 Church Lane (by
appointment only) (0181-444
6265)
Legal Advice.  Advice Service,
42 Church Lane - Tuesdays
7:00-8:00pm.

Utilities (for N2)
Electricity 0181-905 1144
Gas escapes 0181-346 9191
Water 01707-277111

Councils
Barnet
Admin/Town Hall  0181- 359 2000
Elderly 0181-444 4411
Children/family 0181-449 5511
Housing 0181-446 8511
People in hospital 0181-440 5111
Noise 0181-444 4411
Pest Control 0181-446 5111
Haringey 0181-975 9700

Help & Advice
Aids Helpline 0800-567123
Alcoholics Anon. 0171-352 3001
Benefits Agency 0800 666555
Carers Nat.Assoc. 0181-343 3665
Childline 0800 1111
Citizens Advice Bureau  0181-349 0954
Contact  (N2 help) 0181-444 1162
Drugs Helpline 0800 776600
East Finchley Advice  Service

0181-444 6265
Gingerbread 0181-445 4227
Help the Aged 0800-289 404
Homeopathic Helpline 0897 343404*
Message Home (confidential for
runaways) 0500 700 740
Mind 0181-446 6470
NSPCC 0800-800500
National Strays Bureau (details of
lost dogs)            0897 123999*
Rape Crisis Centre 0171-837 1600
Relate 0181-445 0888
Samaritans 0181-889 6888
Victim Support 0181-343 4435

*Calls to 0897 numbers are
charged at £1.50 per minute.

Police
Emergency 999
Finchley 0181-342 1212
Golders Green 0181-209 1212
Muswell Hill 0181-340 8055

Transport
LT Enquiries 0171-222 1234
BR Enquiries 0345 484950
Greenline 0181-668 7261
Grey-Green 0181-800 8010
National Xpress 0171-730 0202
Heathrow             0181-759 4321
Euston/St Pancras 0171-387 7070
Kings X 0171-278 2477
Charing X/Victoria/Waterloo/
Liverpool St  0171-9285100

Hospitals
Barnet General     0181-200 1555
Coppetts Wood    0181-883 9792
Finchley Memorial     0181-349 3121
Oak Lane              0181-346 9343
Royal Free 0171-794 0500
St Luke’s 0181-219 1800
Whittington 0171-2723070

Others
E. Finchley Library  0181-883 2664
Mus. Hill Odeon    01426 911885
Phoenix Cinema   0181-883 2233
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Thanks also to Kieran and
Margaret Madden of Madden’s

Ale House for providing us
with a meeting place.

Your contributions
If you have a news item, memory
or anecdote please send it in to us

at the above address or call our
voice mail on 0181 914 7280 and

we will contact you.

The Archer aims to publish on
the first weekend of every month.
So to maximise their chances of
publication, all contributors are
urged to get their pieces in early
the preceding month: The 20th
day is the deadline, but the 14th

is  preferable.

The Archer team wishes to
thank all the generous

people who give up their
spare time, in all weather,
to deliver the paper for us.
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OPEN
Mon-Fri 9am-6pm
Sat-Sun 9am-5pm
Emergencies seen

the same day

CAVENDISH HOUSE
DENTAL PRACTICE

Dental Surgeons:
Mr K. Silver, B.D.S., L.D.S.,R.C.S. Eng., D.G.D.P.

Mr N. Rote, B.D.S., U. Newcastle.
Mr B. Doherty, B.D.S., L.D.S., R.C.S., Eng., D.G.D.P.

Comprehensive Private Dental
Treatment in East Finchley

A modern practice providing quality care
Preventative
Cosmetic and full mouth reconstruction
Dental Imaging System
Up to the minute technology
Sedation & relative anaesthesia if

required
Disabled and nervous patients welcome

Tree and branch
Martin Schools in the High Road celebrated National
Tree Week by holding a mass tree-planting round their
playing field recently.

The children and their teachers planted what will become a
border of green hazel and hawthorn hedge around their field.

Greener
Parks
By Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne Chamberlain
“Team Barnet” - the Coun-
cil’s own in-house
workforce - has just won a
new 5-year contract to
maintain East Finchley’s
parks and open spaces.

“Team Barnet” will be re-
sponsible for grass cutting,
maintaining roadside verges,
sports grounds, public parks,
school and housing estate
grounds, shrubs and flower
beds.

The promise is that “Team
Barnet” will be quicker and more
flexible, and also more con-
cerned with the environment and
the recycling of waste materi-
als. It has also been promised
that their performance will be
monitored closely.

If anyone has contacts in
Mill Hill, it would be interesting
to compare performances. The
maintenance team there will be
Continental Landscapes, from
the private sector.

Cycling
short
An East Finchley woman
who had been fined £30 for
cycling on Hampstead
Heath commented: “We
need more cycle routes
across the Heath, which at
present has only two. I have
been treated like an incon-
siderate motorist who may
pose a danger to the pub-
lic”.

She was fined for riding on
part of the Heath which was not
an official cycling route.

The bye-laws which govern
the Heath say that cyclists must
use the designated routes pro-
vided, on which there is a 12mph
speed limit.

Starting Blocks
By Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne ChamberlainBy Daphne Chamberlain
Seen any good flyovers lately? It would be interesting
to know why Barnet Council chose construction toys
as the theme for the latest exhibition at Church Farm-
house Museum.

The exhibition traces the de-
velopment of building blocks,
from their simple wooden ori-
gins in Germany in the late
1700s, to the plastic sophistica-
tion of Lego.

In between, children have
played with Samlo (made from
card and paper), Lotts Bricks
(artificial stone bonded with
resin) and Minibrix (which were
rubber). By 1933, Bayko had
appeared. This was a combina-
tion of bakelite bricks and metal
rods.

Meccanosation
All of these produced some

splendid and quite elaborate edi-
fices, but the mini-building in-
dustry really started to move
with the development of

Meccano. Introduced in 1907,
it was slow to get under way
(like other construction projects
we can think of), but, once es-
tablished, it reigned supreme
until the 1950s.

The king today, of course, is
Lego. Many adults have cursed
those ubiquitous little pieces,
but even more children have
experienced hours of creative
pleasure linking them together.

The exhibition features spe-
cial models made by Sunnyfields
JMI School, Hendon.

The Construction Toys Ex-
hibition is at Church Farmhouse
Museum, Greyhound Hill,
Hendon till 2 February (closed
Fridays), and the completion
date will not be moved back!

What the papers say...
Muswell Record, 16th December 1996.
“Do you also sneer at the self-indulgent (although well-meaning),
but rather crass efforts by other local community publications -
that are usually the preserve of pseudo-inntellectuals?” (sic).
Note to Archer readers: If you find any other amusing snippets
in local papers, please send them to the editor.

“Why’s this man got us holding trees like this?”


