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SHORT STORY

Rumours of a panther roaming East Finchley inspired cat lover David Hobbs...

Panther of Suburbia

From herel cansee forever,
or atleast the forever thatis
London. It sprawls before
me, visible through the haze
and frames by the arch of
an old railway bridge as if
an image plucked from the
pages of a Sunday supple-
ment.

Yei here the city is both dis-
tant and all-enveloping. Its
sounds of trafficand commotion
are submerged beneath the
chitter-chatter of birds, the whine
of the power drill and the dis-
tant, but soaring voice of a so-
prano practising scales. This is
the suburbs and here, between
the garden fence and the railway
line, is the real urban jungle, for

 this isthe land of the panther, the
land of the large black cat.

The land is not much to look
at. It is nothing more than a
wasteland of dead fridges and
broken-down beds, but itis where
the panther has made his home.

Here he stalks mice, snatches
fledglings from flight, butmostly
makes his stand when those who

would dispute his claim to be -

king choose to challenge him.
The laws of the jungle make for
a tough life and the panther
knows that all power resides in
the paws-of the winner.
Cat walk

For the losers the panther
has nothing but contempt as
they scuttle away at his ap-
proach. Yet even losers have
victories and, to adefeated, one-
time champion, an extra break-

fast or the warmth of a fire isa-

triumph to be savoured. Not, of
course, that the jungle is their
home, they know that the pan-
ther rules the jungle and they
must beware when they venture
into his domain.

They are not the only ones
who fear the panther. On high
branches sitthe worried and the
frightened inthe knowledge that

the ground is adangerous place.
Pigeons sleep uneasily lest the
‘black ghost” descends on them
at night and pray for salvation
to their gods as they await the
dawn.

The panther does not care.
He knows his power, his posi-

tion and his strength. He also

knows the risks he runs and has
such scars from close shaves as
to almost deny him his double
life as a drawing-room favour-
ite. He doesn’t mind, he is the
master of all that he surveys in
the jungle. He does not need
any helping hands, for he isking
in his world. This is only right
and proper. Here in the no-
man’s land between the garden
fence and the railway line the
panther is special and because
he is special he isking. Yetthis
is not his doing, merely a non-
doingthathas lefthim unique,a
complete catand fathertomany.
Here he is king, until dinner
time.

Any readerwho feels strongly about
any matter is invited to use this
“Soapbox” column.
Please note that opinions expressed
are those of the writer alone.

Hot weather and litter gohand in-hand. Westrollthe streets 5%

in shorts and T=shirts, sipping from our can of drink as we soak
upthe sun. Andthen what? Well, we in East Finchley are lucky.
As well as litter bins along the High Road, there are litter bins
at the tube station. However, elsewhere on the tube network,
particularly in Central London, there’s nota litter bin to be seen.

Try asImight, it’s notalways easy to putan empty drink can
into abag with a newspaper in it - there’s always a bit at the end
that can’t be sucked up by a straw or won’t be shaken out of the
tin and yet it’s enough to make a huge mess at *he bottom of the
bag!

Times have changed. Thankfully, no-one worries about
bombs at tube stations anymore, so why haven’t the litter bins
beenreturned? Anyone who remembers the fireatKing’s Cross
tube station will recall that cigarette stubs and other litter blown
underneath the escalators fed the flames and turned a minor
incident into a tragedy.

Although smoking was banned, the continued absence of
litter bins at tube stations has - to my mind - meant that the threat
of another major fire ata tube station remains. I am now writing
to London Underground to ask them when will they put their
litter bins back onto the platforms. If you feel the same, then I
am sure they will be pleased to hear from you.

Katerina Pasternak.

NATURENOTES

Dlle’S tale vy rE Mack

A group of people were watching a duck on the lake at
Kenwood, paddling furiously to escape a large Labra-
dor. As they could not understand why the duck did not
simply fly away, I was able to show off by pointing to a
group of small ducklings (able to swim, but too young to
fly) in the opposite direction. The duck was cleverly
drawing the dog away from them.

The tenacity (and bravery)
with which creatures defend
theiryoung is well-known. Birds
which nest on the ground use
the ‘trailing wing’ technique,
feigning injury, to draw intrud-
ers away from the nest. Lap-
wings swoopmenacingly, whilst
some sea-birds can inflict nasty
wounds; and never get between
a cow and its calf, or approach
a sitting swan.

Most people will have ob-
served parent birds flying to
and from the nest all day, taking
food to the young. Even when
the chicksare outof the nestand
onthe lawn, the parents will still
care for them ceaselessly.

Puffin blow

Yet this slavish devotion to
the young ends abruptly, even
brutally. PUFFINS, whichraise
theiryoung inunderground bur-
rows, simply fly off to sea one
day; the youngsters are driven
by hunger to emerge into a hos-
tile and strange world.

GUILLEMOTS, which nest
on ledges onthe cliff face, leave
their single chick before it can
fly (although it can swim). The
chicks have to hurl themselves
in the direction of the sea, some
of them perishing on the rocks.
Sheep will drive away a juve-
nile seeking nurture withawell-
aimed kick.

Some birds and animals do
stay together in family or larger
groups for considerable periods
(usually bigger creatures who
take longer to mature), but it is
normal to drive away and to-
tally ignore the young once they
can fend for themselves. Mo-
rality does not enter into the
matter. Creatures havean over-
powering urge to preserve their
genes by procreating, and go to
greatlengthstoachievethisend.
Once achieved, the matter is
ended.

No worries about noisy and
unco-operative teenagers!
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BOX AND FOR for senior citizens
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RING Pristine
71 Viceroy Parade
0181-883 1307 High Road East Finchley
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

The Archer isre-launching this section as part of the expansion
of its services to the East Finchley community.
Now, however, advertising in this section is absolutely freeto |

any privateresident of N2. Sorry, businesses, youwill haveto pay
but only at the rate of 50p per line - unless you place a job
advertisement which is always free.

Socome on residents, use your community newspaper, the only

one of its kind in north London.

Send in your advertisements to sell those unwanted items of
furniture, to find a pet, or whatever.

Please try to make them amusing!

If your advertisement succeeds, then we would always wel-

come a donation.

NEW FAX NUMBER
0181-444 8093

PRACTICE

{ | Herbal Medicine
" | Acupuncture
Tui Na

| Advice

A caring Chinese pharmacy and
clinic.

By appointment.
PHONE: 0181-444 0103

Funeral Directors
Family funeral business - 24 hour service

DORLING KINDERSLEY
FAMILY LIBRARY Requires
Area Sales Co-ordinators. Very
attractive earnings - Details
(0171-388 0598)

VACANCY for Cook co-ordinator
at local Pensioners' Lunch Club,
Tuesdays and Fridays at £18 per
day - Phone Christine George on
444 1162.

word processing

Arthur W Luck & Sons
3 Church Lane, N2 Tel: 0181-883 2429

THE CHINESE MEDICINE % A

253 East End Road, N2 8AY .

Specialists in original
PronSSIOnaI lighting and fenders

(LARGE SELECTION OF STOCK)
Also decorative antiques
and small furniture
opening hours

Documents, lefters, theses,

MON.-SAT.11.00am -6.00pm

ELECTRICIAN needed to work dissertations, manuscripts, 9 Fortis Green, East Finchley
with local electrician - ring Robert | audio transcriptions and faxes London N2

on 0181 444 0353 (processed and transmitted) 0181-883 7651

WANTED chest freezer - call professionally generated on

0181-881 4731 Word for Windows 7 and HP \

Laser Jet 5p by educated Legal
Secretary who, because of an
uncanny gift for the English
Language, will also correct
spelling and grammatical errors
and execute re-writes. E-mail
service

Rate: 100 words 50p

(minimum fee £5.00)

Free Collection & Delivery

(DREAM WORR )

Richard Spencer,
Dream Consultant for
REALM,
offers:

Dream therapy

Dream analysis

4 C}risﬂ na
Pure Balance
Mind and Body Centre
Painless Electrolysis
Other Services Include
*Facial \ Body\Nail\ Eye Care
*Waxing*Massag
*Bridal Luxury*Gift Tokens
*Bleaching *Ear Piercing
*Pre-Holiday Pamper

\_ Tel. 0181-883 4316

Counselling
Postal interpretations
(Meditation/stress
reduction workshops
Upcoming in October
Cel . Richard on

L 0181-883 2436

THE OLD BARN
Breakfast club, After-school club, Holiday
playschemes, Teachers training days,
Playgroup, Parent & toddlers club

Karate and Keep-fit lessons
Hall available for hire
J 20 FALLOWS CLOSE EAST FINCHLEY N2 8LB 0181-349 4613

Alsoavailable
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