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Eating out -

East Finchley has atradition
of high quality cuisine; some-
thing that is reflected in the large -
number of bustling restaurants
in the area. No matter what your
tastes, East Finchley can satisfy
them: Try a traditional East
Finchley dish like curry, or be
daring and visit one of the won-
derful Chinese restaurants for
which the area is justly famous.
Want a snack? How about a
pizza? or maybe a bagel? Per-
hapseven atradmonal breakfast
in one of the area’s numerous
authentic cafes.

 Sample thetraditional atmos-
phere to be found in the many

cellence

Sights and sounds

From scenic Cherry Tree Wood
tothe spectacularv1stas of Straw-
berry Vale, there issomuchtodo
in East Finchley.

Few cinemas can quite match
the old world charm of the Phoe-
nix, p0551b1y one of the most his-
toriccinemas inthe whole of north

- London.

For those with a hankering for
music, the famous Haringey Sym-
phony Orchestraplay regular con-

“certs in Durham Road and thea-

tre-goers will be. amazed at the
fabulous productions put on by
the thespians of the Finchley Youth
Theaire, _

On those rare-wet afternoons,

pubs. Close to the station is The-
Bald-faced Stag, a typically East
Finchley pub and, like all the ar-
ea’s pubs, well worth a visit. A
fewminutes walk away is Welch’s, -

_aplace notable for both the large

selection of fine ales and as the
home of renowned caterers, John
Dacam and Kevin Finn. For a
good pub lunch there can be no-
wherebetter. Butnomatter where
you eat in East Finchley you will
remember the experience long af-
ter you have recovered from the’
sensory overload that is East

Finchley.

Where to stay

East Finchley, as fits its vil-
lage atmosphere, does not have
many hotels. However, it is only

" .a short drive or bus ride away

from the thriving metropolis of
Muswell Hilland the hotels of the
red light district. A double room
with bawd can be found at amost
reasonable price. '

by Paul Savﬂl

East Finchley’s “Pigeon Cor-
ner” has been deseribed as a
“close second” to Trafalgar
Square by foreign tourists
~ this month. Whilst it lacks a

-184ft-high monument, giant

brenze lions and fountains,

the corner’sspreading plane
tree, concrete pipe sections
and gravel flower beds, al—
most compensate.

Its pigeons, however, “m_ore

than rival” their cousins in Lon--
- don’s most famous square.

This was the view expressed

Swoop - photo: Mr Aki Takeuchistiatischi, Tokyo.

Scenic Cherry Tree Woods

visitthe library and immerse your-
selfinthe exciting local history of
the area before exploringthe many
historic places of interest in'what
can only be described as “The
Jewel of north London’. -

EASTFINCHLEY - Theholi-
dayofalifetimeisonly atube ride
away.

Visit the Jewel of ‘north
London...once you have seen the
sights of East Finchley, nowhere
else will ever seem the same.

The Phoenix, a centre of international
cinematographic excellence '

All photographs: David Tupman

Plgwn C@rner' nvais Tmfalgar Square

by Mr and Mrs_  AKi

Takeuchistiatischi from Tokyo,
whospentaday at EastFinchley’s
famous High Road and East End
Road junction recently.

They informed The Archerthat
they spent only 10 minutes in
Trafalgar Square because there
was not nearly as much to see.

Local colour

While not quite so plentiful,
East Finchley’s pigeons were, in

" their view, superior in colour and
-~ siZe.
. vshade of grey. Furthermore, they

Thelr grey was a greyer

cooed more loudly.
When they swooped, they did

~ soinadramatic fashion whichMr

T. had captured. on his £5,000
camcorder with 900mm zoom
lens.

In all, he recorded five hours
of pigeon movements at Pigeon
Corner and he hopes to sell the
results to Japan’s equivalent of
David Attenborough, who s plan-
ninga TV series of wildlifeinthe
UK. :

With more than half of Brit-
ish households now keeping
animals, more people than
ever before are taking their
‘pet along on the family holi-
day. - Holidays which_cater
for both humans and ani-

mals are now big business,.

and over 1200 hotels and
guest houses throughout
Britain welcome pets.
However, forward planning is
needed ifall areto enjoy thebreak
and the RSPCA hasissued advice
forholidaymakers.

Petcare leafletsentitled Leave
your pets in safe hands! and Hot
tips for summer are available from
the RSPCA Enquiries Depart-
ment, Causeway, Horsham, Sus-

sex, RH12 1HG. Tel: 01403-

264181,

The Archer thanks Mary
Atkinsor of Summeriee Gar-
dens for sending this piece in.

Sephie Orr (aged 24) of Park Hall Road recently visited
Uganda and sent us a letter about her observations. Perhaps

I arrived in Kampala at the

end of March. I"dbeen look-

ing forward to my first visit
to Africa for along time, and
at last here I was. My friend
met me at the airport in her
car and as I looked out of the
window I was overwhelmed
by the sight of poverty and
desolation as we passed
barely-clothes people sitting
outside their homes.

There is an awful lot of pov-
erty, but things seem to be im-
proving, with much investment
and companies openingupall over
the place. The house I’m staying
inis very peaceful, with a garden
full of roses, wicker chairs on the
balcony and a guard, gardener

~and house-girl to look after it all.
- The lifestyle is luxurious but un-

realistic since outside the iron gates
you see mud huts and depriva-
tion.
School trip
[wasextremely luckytospend
three days on the Sese Islands of
Lake Victoria. Some friends

-working for the Ministry of Edu-

cationhave been visiting schools

- all over the country conducting a

survey, and I was invited to join

this trip. [ttook us seven hoursto .

get there, travelling in a Land
Rover and crossing the lake ona
‘raft’. Thishad fourhuge engines
and moved ata snail’s pace, but {
saw an unspoilt Uganda, the is-
land being almostcompletely cov-
eredin denseforest. Therewasno
running water or electricity, so in
the evenings at our camp next to

- cigarettes,

I we are lucky to live in East Finchley!

the lake, we played cards undera
paraffin lamp. -

It was very interesting seeing
the schools. 1 spoketosomeofthe
pupils and teachers, whose edu-
cationlevelshada worrmgly fine
Jine between them.

Bus roots

Getting the local bus - a
‘matatu’ - to the city centre is
quite an experience. You are de-
livered to the taxi-park where all
the matatus congregate facing  _
completely differentdirections. it
always seems asthoughthey have
no possible hope of getting in or
out! Going back home, youhave
to walk -all round the matatus

.- askingeachdriverifhe is goingto

your particular district. This can

_take quite a while!

Walking the streets canalso be
traumatic. A white woman at-
tracts attention from all. Those
selling their wares by the side of

~ theroad, be they matches, boiled

toothpaste, -cream crackers or
cry out, “Hello
Musungu”, how are you?”
(‘Musungu’ roughlytranslates as
‘white person’) I believe this is
meant in a friendly manner, al-
though being on show makes me
feel quite awkward when I'm not
too familiar with the streets. 1t’s
hard to look where one is going
for fear.of accidentally stepping

“into a knee-high pothole or of

being knocked over by a wheel-
barrow (laden with bricks or ba-
nanas) or other vehicle coming
fromany directionata greatspeed.
There’s never a duli moment in
thiscity!



