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by Bob Davenport

Among the stol.i'd ranks of |

‘Establishment worthies
buried in East Finchley
Cemeteryin Fast End Road
is a quite different figure,

- one of the greatest music
hall comedians - Little Tich.

Tich was born Harry Relph
in 1867, in Cudham, Kent, the

. sixteenth child of a 77 year-old

father. He had five fingers and
athumb oneach hand, and never
grew above 4°6” tall. (When

‘Tich’s own son was born, a

doctor told the worried clown,
“It’s all right, my little man,
you’ve got ababy brother.”)
- False heir _

Hetook his stage name from
a supposed resemblance to
Arthur Orton, “The Tichborne
claimant™, the false heir to a
baronetcy, and he himself later
gave rise to the adjective
“titchy™. .

Tich was involved in show

business from the age of 13 and
made his first solo London mu-
sic hall appearance in 1884.
- Boot feat

By then he had already be-
gun to develop the boot routine
for which he became famous.
In two large, flat, heavy clogs,

- over half as long as he was, he

would dance, lean almost hori-
zental to retrieve his lost hat,
and finally rise on tiptoe to be-
come over seven feettall, before
taking his bow with another
quick horizontal lurch which
knocked his bald forehead
against the stage.

Other parts of his act in-
cluded comic monologues (“I
am a bolger sold - I mean a
soldierbold...”")and avariety of
characterisations such as a
pompous prosecuting counsel,
a bronchitic burial-society
agent, and a fiery sefiorita, “Lit-
tle Miss Serpentine”. He.also
appupResed pmmﬁiﬁfa:e ta

Cinderella , as an Ugly Sister -

refused entrance to the ball, he
had a sudden inspiration: “I

. know-let’swalk in backwards

and they’1lthink we’re coming
out.”

A pair of shorts

After great success in the

United States and in panto with
Marie Lloyd and Dan Leno, in
1896 he madehis debutin Paris,
where he became a good friend
of the equally short Toulouse-

Lautrec and was rapturously -

admired by, among others, the
celebrated actor/manager
Lucien Guitry and his actor/

dramatist son, Sacha. The |

young Charlie Chaplin, in Paris
with Fred Karno’s Troupe, saw

Tich at the Folies Bergére and -
‘based his walk on him - though

later Chaplin' became so fa-
mous that the debt was often
takento bethe other way round. .
Montaigne man
Offstage, Tich wasaskilled
painter in oils and water col-
ours, played the cello and com-
posed music for his act, was an

accomplished linguistand read
widely.

Afterashow, he said, itwas
“a quiet supper, a whisky, a

page or two of Montaigne - and

bed-oh!”

His genius was widely ac- .

knowledged. TheyoungNeville
Cardus, assigned to areview a
forthcoming Little Tich appear-
ance forthe Manchester Guard-
ign , which took such things
sertously, was told to prepare
foritby along, meditative walk
in the country. :

In 1910 Tich was made an
officer of the Académie
Frangaise for servicesto French
music hall, and in fact it is the
words of a French tribute on
his death (in Hendon) in 1928
that appear on his tombstone:
“le plus petit et le plus grand
comique du monde”.

What appears to be a ver-
dant and sleepy Engllsh

- country village is in fact
| the centre of East Finchley

on asummer’s dayin 1905,
Amore careful look will tell
you that this is East End Road

" near the High Road.

- Apart from all the foliage,
the other most striking thing
about the picture is the absence
of cars. Oh, peaceful times!

On the left the house of Dr

Harvey Giwelb can be seen,

very much the same as today,
but covered in creeper.
Carbuncles

Inthe centre the church with
spirecan justabout bemade out
behind the trees, all gone now,
replaced in the sixties by all-
brick, flat-roofed buildings of
little architectural merit...

One of them, at least, has

" now gone; orrather transformed

into a building with a pitched,

tiled roof.
Moslem cornmunity centre.

| by Paul Savill

It will be a new

The Archer thanks Barnet

Local Studies and Archives for

. this picture If any reader has
any interesting old pictures of
EastFinchley, please send them -
in.

.' G AR

RETURN OF THE
)JENING COLUMN

The Archer is pleased to announce the return of the
gardening column next month. After an eight-month
absence, Paul Savill’s know-every'thing neighbour in
Lauradale Road is taking up his pen to give us the benefit

of his gardening knowledge.

. He stopped his column fol-
lowing complaints about his
article on ~“jungfrauen-
schrecken” garden gnomes.
Some readers feltthathis refer-
enceto gnomesindently expos-
ing themselves was anaffrontto

respectable residents of East
Finchley. .
While he does not accept

this view, he does apologise for

any shock the article may have
caused and any offence unwit-
tingly committed.

Midhurst Butchers

Certified organic meatat
reasonable prices
Free-range poultry
- Home-made sausages

(including Boerwors)

2 Midhurst Parade,
Fortis Green, London N10

Tel. 0181-883 5303

f Nouveau Décor Ltd}

\ Telephone 0181-883 0755

Bémet Cyclists are looking for

‘newmembers. Regular Sunday

rides normally start at Tally Ho
at [0am and evening rides at
Tpm most rides have slow and
There

meetings on subjects ranging

from folding bikes to touring .

holidays. For more informa-
tion, contact John & Jo
McKenzie on 0181-449 4813.

"The 13 David Lloyd tennis

. and health clubs, including the

one just over the East Finchley
border, have been sold to
Whitbread for £201m.

TEF

The Whitbread group also
own Pizza Hut, TGI Fridays
and Thresher off-llcences.

. A country fair is held be-

“tween 1 pm and 6pm on the first

Sunday of each month at

Finchley College Farm in

Fitzalan Road, N3. Visitors
‘have been welcome at College
Farm for the past 100 years

and the day’s events include

donkey rides and a craft mar-
ket, as well as an opportunity

“to meet the animals.
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NEWS IN
BRIEF

Barnet..Council hopes to

| plantmore than 4,000 trees this

vear and is encouraging people

| to sponsor trees. For more in-

formation, contact Trees forLife
team on 0181-202 8282, ext.
2076, -

Storytlme takes place forthe

under 5s at 3pm cach Wednes- .

dayatEastFinchley Library on
the High Road. For those be-
tween 5 and 8, storytime is at
Llam on Saturdavs.

Antique Furniture

Sales-Repairs-Re-upholstery
Soft Furnishing Service .
Curtains-Bedspreads-Blinds

20 High Road, London N2
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( WELCH'S ALE HOUSE )
Traditional Ales - Fine Company
Lots of Fun!

Qutz Night Every Tuesday at 8:30pm
Home-cooked Food from 12:30pm
Open All Day
130 High Road London N2 Tel: 0181 444 7444

.

NOEL LYNCH’S

Bargain Centre

212 High Road, East Finchley
Phone: 0181-883 0234
{between Electricare & HSS)

400sq.ft. filled with bargains -
oil paintings, water colours,
prints from £1-£50. China jugs,
basins, chamber pots, ornaments,
vases, silver-plated items, odd
silver coins, postcards from 20p.
Musical instruments, brass
ornaments.
Approx. 10,000 boxes, covéring
' afl subjects from 50p.
Busts of Napoleon and Dante,
Hallstands, nests of tables,
occasional furniture, collectabie
tins and jewellery.Crutches £6,
skiis £15, garden figures, Persian
carpets, walking ‘canes. Watch
straps 50p. Gilt mirrors, Hubble
Bubbel pipe, 1,000°s of records,
tapes & cd’s to suit all tastes.
Folding pocket scalese weights £6.
Chandeliers, model cars, baskets
FRESH GOODS ARRIVING
B HOURLY )
OPEN 7 DAYS PER WEEK

UNTIL 6:30PM J




